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Arcount of Gorge Whiteheas, concerning RICHARD | 
Dun, ond his Miniftry. | 


ee Steinbach of this our dear 
brother, ancient and faithful ſervant and miniſter 
of Jeſus Chridt, Richard Davies, and of that dear and 
brotherly love which remained between-us, and which 
he had to all faithful friends and brethren in Chriſt; 1 
am concerned to give this brief teſtimony, in com- 
memoration of him, his life, _ OY | 
miniſtry. 5 
He was not only a profeſſor of hw power, 
and ſpirit of our bleſſed Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, 
but alſo made a partaker of Chriſt in ſpirit, life, and - 
converſation : a plain, meek, and humble man of inte: 
grity; a man fearing God, and hating iniquity za 
man ſanctiſied by the Holy Spirit, unto unfeigned 
and conſtant love of his brethren in Chriſt; a man 
ound in faith, in patience, and charity; of a ſound 
Wind and judgment, being endued with the ſpirit of 
- Wore. He was a preacher of Chriſt and his righteouſ- 
If in his converſation as well as in- doctrine and 
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* G. Whitthead's nine 


miniſtry, wherein he was exemplary to the believers, 
&c. He was given up to ſerve the truth and friends; 
and being of a tender ſpirit, did truly ſympathize with Wt! 
the ſufferers for the ſame, and uſed his induſtrious {6 
endeavours for their relief, where he could have an th 
w. 

ev 


f 


| intereſt or place with ſuch as had power. 
His teſtimony and miniſtry was evangelical, plain, 
and ſound; not in words of man's wiſdom, but in i tic 
the demonſtration and plain evidefice of the holy i a 
ſpirit and power of Chriſt; being a miniſter of the 
'pirit, and of the New Teſtament ; the new covenant 
diſpenſation, which ſtands not in legal ſhadows, types, 
outward ſigns. or figures, but in the goſpel-liſe and 
ſubſtance, even in Chriſt Jeſus; in whom all the 
ſhadows, and diſpenſations thereof, are ended. 
And this our dear brother having travelled through 
and beyond thoſe outward diſpenſations, ſhadows, anc 
vails; and underſtanding their ceſſation, . removal 
and end, in and by Chriſt Jeſus, his ſufferings and onl. 
death; and more eſpecially by his inward and ſpi 
ritual appearance, diſpenſation, and work in his he 
and foul; whereby he was made ſenſible of the pow: 
of Chriſt's reſurrection, as being one riſen with him 
by the brightneſs and glory of whoſe day, the ſhado 
naturally vaniſh and flee away: as this faithful mini 
ſter of Chriſt was witneſs, with many more of hi 
\ brethren, who were and are partakers of the inward 
and ſpiritual revelation of the een an 
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concerning Richard Davio. 

And as this goſpel-minifter did ſee and partake of 
the enduring ſubſtance, and end of all vaniſhing ſha- 
dows and carnal ordinances, he well knew, that nei- 
ther John's baptiſm with water, nor any outward 
waſhings therewith, though once commanded, could 
ever ſanctify, or waſh the inſide from ſin and pollu- 
tion, or ſprinkle and purify the conſcience, or make 
a true Chriſtian : much leſs can ſprinkling infants, 
which God never commanded ; but Chriſt's fpiritual 
baptiſm, and waſhing of regeneration by the water of 
life, which is the one baptiſm, i. e. the baptiſm of the 
ſpirit ; this is the only faving baptiſm, as our ſaid de- 
ceaſed friend hath teſtified, according to holy ſcrip- 
ture, . 
He alſo likewiſe teſtified, hat outward bread and 
wine cannot feed nor nouriſh the immortal ſoul, or 
inward man, any more than the legal paſſover, hg 
only the body or outward man: but Chriſt, the living 
bread, the bread of life, which comes down from hea- 
ven; and the cup of bleſſing, which he gives to his 
fpiritual communicants : he being that ſpiritual meat 
and drink, which all his ſpiritual Iſrael partake of, in 
this his goſpel-day, to their great refreſhment and 
comfort, in the ſpiritual communion, and comfortable 
fellowſhip of his Holy Spirit, And to this our dear 


might not reſt in lifeleſs ſhadows, but come to know 
and inherit eternal life and ſubſtance in Chriſt Jeſus, 
A 3 which 


friend's miniſtry tended to bring people; that they 
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vi C. Whitehead's Teſtimony. 


which all that truly love him ſhall N of and | 
poſſeſs. 

And I am fully perſuaded, that as this a du 
and well- beloved friend and brother lived and died in 


the faith, in our bleſſed Lord and Saviour Jeſus 
Chriſt, and in true union and communion with his 
church and people here on earth, ſo I believe he is 
eternally bleſſed, and at reſt in his heavenly kingdom; 
where all the faithful in Chriſt ſhall meet in the great 
and general aſſembly of Chriſt's triumphant church, 
and enjoy glorious and everlaſting communion in the 


heavenly kingdom of glory and peace; which ſhall be 


f the bleſſed eſtate and inheritance of all, who continue 
faithful in true love and unity, in the grace of God, 


while here on earth, unto the end of theit days. 
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of the Twelſth 


London, the roth | G. W. 
Month, 170. | | 


A SHORT 


7 as A SHORT 
aYT ESTIMON Y 


CONCERNING 


Hy dear and loving Father RichARD Davies, whom 

God in his Mercy took to himſelf, the 224 of the Firf# 
Month, 1707-8. He being about ſeventy-two Years 
and eleven Months old. 


CAN truly ſay, he was a dear and tender father 
to me in my young years; and as I grew up, E 
da ſenſe of his great love and care over me, and 
i ſeized my heart, fo that T often prayed to God, 
hat he would keep me from offending ſa good a father. 
und when I was capable of travelling with him, he 
ſually took me along with him, in his journeys to 
,ondon and elſewhere ; many were the good oppor- 
unities that we had in travelling together, and viſit- 
ng friends at their meetings. 

And as his care was to me, ſo was it over mine 
alſo,, which makes our loſs the greater; but I am 
atisfied it is his great gain. Oh! how often and 
ervent would he pray to the Almighty, that his 
hildren might become the children of the Lord, and 
hat he might keep us from the allurements and de- 
lements of this wicked world ; and we hope the Lord 
ill anſwer his petitions on our behalf, he bes 
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and in other places. He was ready to give his ad- 


vice and counſel freely, both in things relating to the 


be andthe goſpel ; and he had much place and in- 
© tereſt with ſeveral great perſons, and what he requeſt” 


ed of. them was generally granted him. And I may 
2 thy it to the praiſe of the Lord, he was well reſpected 

+ by moſt forts of people, and a loſs of him is known 
amongſt hem. 


"FD 
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1 les, in what lay in his power; and many were his 
3 labours and travels of love: but now he is ceaſed | 
3 from them all, and I queſtion not but he is gone to 
1 bis eternal reſt with God for ever. It is my deſire, 
5 chat we may prize the great goodneſs and loving 


kindneſs of the Lord, in i in ſparing of him ſo long unto 


. us, for he had bag but a weakly man in body theſe 


late years. 
- About the tenth month, 1688, my dear father was 


. very ſick and weak, ſo that moſt that ſaw him 
thought he would not recover ; but the Lord, in his 
tender mercy, ſo ordered that our dear friends Robert 
© Barrow, and Robert Haydock, came into theſe parts 

do vilit friends, and they came to our houſe at Welch- 
Pool, and had a meeting there; and as they were 
tf parting with my father, they had it in their hearts to 
pra and they earneſtly interceded with the Lord, : 
Dat it might Hand good with his will, to ſpare him 
5 Uni unto us ; for we pere then a ſorrowful family. 


Afterwards 
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18 ſpoke, and ſaid to my father, "Dear Richard, thou art 5 8 


a very weak man in the fight of thiſe that ſee thee, and 
not likely to live many hours,” as t6 the' natural man's 


thinking, but the Lord has given it me at this time to be- 


lieve, I. ſhall ſee thee at our next Yearly-meeting at Lon- 
don. When I heard theſe words, it was joyful new 
to me, and it proved very true; the Lord in his 
wonderful mercy and loving-kindneſs,. reftored him 
to his health, and next ſpring he went to the Yearly- 


6: meeting at London, where alſo Robert Barrow was, 


and glad to ſee my father there. This ,was all the 
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our Eyes. f 
- Much inight be ſaid, Latin lab the ted 
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ancient friends, fathers and mothers in Iſrael, have 


borne the burthen in the beat of the day, through 
many tribulations and afflictions, and nom have reſted 


from their labours, and their works'fotlow them, and 


their memorial is bleſſed for wermore ; ſo we' alſo who! 
we left; mer walk in the foorldiya: of the Hoek,” and 
tread in the path they have trod in. It is, as to che 
outward, an eaſy way now, to what oup ancients had, 
but the adverfary of our immortah ſouls is the fame, 
he is umvearied j therefore we ought to be. very care 


ful, and double our. dil igence, to be ſober and watch 


ful, and ern inceſſantly} to che Lord God of our 
fathers, that he may be our God, and enable us to 
walk worthy of all his mercies and dlefiags every 
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{hl 12 88 | 2 5 8 
. Enden, ber Teftimony, &. 
; Nom I ſhall give fore account of my dear father's 


1 i  departwe; He was taken ill on the faxth day of the 


week, being the 19th of the firſt month, 1707-8. On 
”  Grſt-day followings be ſent for ſome friends of Dole- 
bran meeting, and ſeveral of them came to him, and 
had 4 meeting with him in his bed- chamber; he de- 


vf the righteous, the Lord would haue a regard unto. 
And his time being come, he departed this life, as 
it were in a fleep, it being about the -gth- hour in 
the | forenoon, the 2ad of the firſt month, 1707-8. 
On the'25h: following, his body was accompanied 


with a conſiderable. number of friends and people, to 


the-burying place, near his own houſe. at Cloddiceo- 
 chian, and there decently interred. _ 
e it za dy defire, that all of ud who have 


' tadſuch-good .cxamples by our parents, may fallow 


them in purity and holineſs; ſo that we may be fuch. 
good patterns to our offspring, that when we lay 
down. ouri beads, and leave this natural liſe, they may 


have cauſe to praiſe and gloriſy the Lord on our ac- 
count, as many of us can ſay; we have had far our 


© apontly parents iber . gene. And if -we contimuc-in 
well-doing, and in the fear of the Loid, there is no 


. queſtion but we ſhall die in bis favour, which I deſie 
| nr bin fv)? 
5 TT” 4 
* r 'ENDON, 

onth, 1708. | 


ed friends to pray to the Lord, That he: might have. ; 
* an egy paſſage; adding, | That the fervent prayers, | 
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Bus and Brethren of the Quarterly - Meeting 2 


Montgomery bire, Shropftire, and Merionethſbire, held 
at Dolebran in Montgomeryſhire, tit 25th of the 
Eleventh Month, 1708, concerning our ancient, 
nerd en Friend and Elder, er Davizs. | 


E was one. of the firſt of ends! in theſe parts, 
who received the bleſſed truth in the love of it; 


an be Johovred gueh. in the marning 929 haee;of Bs 
day. 


He and bis wife were very hearty, loving, and 


| ready to entertain friends, their hearts and. houſe. be= 


ing very open in that reſpect; and they. were very 
helpful and ſeryiceable to friends in this country, who! 
were priſoners on truth's account in Welch Pool, the 


| place where they then lived, when there were but few: 


other friends of ability to affiſt them; until the Lord 
raiſed up ſeveral eminent inſtruments i in- e 
who were very ſerviceable with them. ö | 

Our ſaid friend Was wiſe and prudens, He had we 


good, underſtanding and capacity ; a, map of great 


experiehce ; and was very willing to adviſe and coun- 
fel any in things relating. to, the : Bolpel, and allo. to. 
outward affairs. 

4 6 "= And 


Lord give bi great place and favour with ſeveral 
2 vith whom he had often 
or truth and friends. | 

Phe Lord blefſed Him wie 4 zin in the. 

'migiltry, and he was made an able miniſter of the 
=, ſound. in judgment, * well by 
woll people who beard him. 

He travelled pretty much in race parts on tru? 8 
errice, elpecially in his younger years, -and had good 
\ ſervice in many places where his lot was caſt, both 
at home and abroad; he was often at London, where 
{be vis" well eſteemed Lt ee 
brethren {© N 2415 
ne £05 good 010 age, e e with 


3 ® a ſhort fickneſs at laſt Some of us were with kim 
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'the da) before his departure ; | he ſeemed ſenſible that 
i eh was' near approaching, and appeared as one 
wat was waiting for the fame, He departed this 
ne the and of the firſt 'month, 1707-8, in the 73d 
| year of his age f and we believe he is at reſt with the 
Lend together ith many more of the faithful A. 
Jowers of the Lamb. 

Fe Wr ſhalt not enlarge mucn farcher, but refer to the 
the enſuing accoint of his laboure, travels and ſer- 
de fat truth and friends on ſeveral occaſions, which 
* contains. d general relation of the moſt remarkable 
occurrences and paſſages of his life, which w 
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1 f | * * By, the 2 erb M: ing Ke. « xiil | 
f And 90 earneſtly: deſire ;that all, who make pro- 

.* | . feſfion of the glorious truth wich us, may really know 
a workingoutof their ſalvation uit far am trembling ; 


and that they may faithfully improve their talents in 
their age and time, and truly follow the examples of | 
des faithful elders and fervants of the Lord in all 
'} things wherein they followed" Chriſt, at we may 
4 give our account at laſt with joy; and receive un eter- 
1 IR ee beg, , ue nb e 


dae in this world to us will be nö more · > 
80, „ 
: bencefarth; yea, ſaith the ſpirit, that they inay rift: 


2 e . en aha 


$ | Signal an behalf ofthe ane. vying = 


* 
| e 2c 
Obarles Lloyd, tif William C _ 
Owen Roberts, Thomas Oliver, 5 


"Rowland deen, | Joleph be, 
"William Reynolds, | Richard Evans, 
Nobert L | . Edward. Elle, , 155 | 

| Robert Griffithes, nf Richard Bembow, 5 
— Endon, 9 Griffith Owen, 
Jan rr ere ; | Richard en 
a "Os Low eie Roberts, derts, ee 
| Tho. Cadw — Julias Palmer, * Cha 5 
| amy + 8 Ig John Kelfall, 4F 2 Abe 
© JohiMMſichards, | 14: Amos Daries. .. oy a 4 
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Weight n came wk my mind, in 
/a ſenſe how the Almighty God, in his unſpeak - 
; able and unſearchable wiſdom, ho diſcerneth the 
' Rates: and conditions of the ſons and daughters of 
men, maketh choice of ſome, and calleth them from 
among their neighbours and relations, to be ſerviee - 
able unto him; amongſt whom our dear friend: 
Richard Davies was called early, in the day of God's 
viſttation, to ſerye him, and he gave up in obedience 
to the Lord, e of great 
perſecutiom, &. | 
The Lord made kim willing 8 1 in thoſe 
| days, to go abrgag with a publick teſtimony, for the: 
' truth, and moved him to come to our country of 


Merionethſhire, when ſame of us were very young. 
in years; and it pleaſed the to make him ĩ 3 
mental in his hand to bring glad dings to gur 


and his teſtimony was ſweet and An ito 
.edifying and tendering of our hearts and ſayls,; many 
of us loved him exceedingly, and that love remained 
8 | between 
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vets hand add ur u nd his days. -He was 


ener of ſome of us in our ſpiritual exerciſes, and was 


; friends, and others, that had any dee to frve the 
Lord. 

een b e dn de dn Weges 
called him, and many others in thoſe days, and pro- 
pared and qualified them for the great work he had to 


do, and ſtrengthened them to tread the way before 


us, that were weak and feeble. O how ſtrong, bold 
id eee W ne Kare: Go: ppb es 
begin to ſtrike at the great image of pride, haughti= 
riefs Ke. chat was en, and yet is in the world! 
Indeed their memorial is worthy to be recorded, that 


| ages yet to come might ſeo what the Lord hath done 


for his faithful ones, eee ty meer., and all. 
they had, on truths aceount. IF. 14: 34-6 2798741 


1 was acquainted . about 
forty years, and Jean ſay of à truth, that his ſervice 


was great in the church of Chriſt, eſpecially in times 
of perſecution; he having much intereſt wich the 


magiſtrates, and them in authority in-thoſe days. And 


his houſe was very open to entertain friends,” to che 


utmoſt of his ability ; and the Lord bleſſed his. 
1 —— 
endued him to bear a found and ſeaſonable. teſtimony, 


re 
Via 90 (Ad 


ee Time. ny 
tender and careful to us, and a nouriſher and ſtrength- 


ready to aflift the weak and feeble, and willing to 
give a helping hand, - counſel Cw 


gathered 
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Cana wa ad he had: iden 60 d. 
mitiſter unto them the way of truth, and to open it to 
_ their underſtandings z which many times gave them 
great ſatisſaction, and they were made to ſpeak well 
of truth and its followers, . Ar | 


KN ENS fuck as bis wa 6 The Lord, who' in bis 


e qualified and fied him, is able gpu del, 
raiſe up other faithful labourers. | t ba 
I Oe, when eee and rap; 

hairs, his manly preſence, and lovely countenance, 
| eſpecially when he ſtood up in a, meeting. Now he 

hath-finiſhed his courſe, and, I believe, hath, done his 
day's work, work, and is gone to his eternal reſt. 7 tete 
Much more might be ſaid on his behalf, but I deſie 
chat none may miſtake me, I am not giving honour to 


doe that be requireth ſervice-at their hands. And it. 


is-our dutyz as our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt adviſed his 
beloved diſciples, To pray tothe Lord of the. harveſt 
- (which harveſt, is great) that. he would ſend forth more 
faithful labourers into his harueft, that mankind might 


1 be gathered into the inyrard poſſefion. and ſubſtance of 


Chriſtianity, which many outwardly profeſs ; that the 
| God of all ur mercies, and his beloved Son Jeſus 
- Chriſi, way haye all che glory and thankſgiving, to 
: rn 7 
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6 eee 
Welch - Pool, in Montgomeryſhire, in North- 
Wales, of honeſt parents, that had a fmall eſtate. 
there: I was brought up in a little learning, and in 
the religion and diſcipline of the church of England. 
When I came to be about twelve or thirteen years of 
age, the Lord put his fear in my beart, that I came 
to a conſideration, i { fbould die, what would ' become 


of my ſoul, if I lived after the. way that ſome f 1 


companions did: and it came into my heart to leave 
them ; and I was inclined to go and hear ſermons, 
and followed the beſt of thoſe ſort of people, that I 
did believe feared the Lord, which I then thought 
were the Independent people; eſpecially one Vavaſor 
eee eee eee 
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time; he took much pains and labour to gather a 
+ people into that perſuaſion, and many were gathered 


in theſe parts to that way; and I followed them from 
one pariſh to another, and from one meeting to ano- 
ther, writing their ſermons, and in time I came to 


repeat them to the people ; and there, being exerciſed 


in the hiſtorical part of the ſcriptures, I could ſpeak 
and talk of them, ſo that thoſe people came to 


| yell of me, and this did not a little puff me up; ſo 


that I was not ſo ſerious, as I ſhould have been, to 
get eternal liſe by Chriſt Jeſus, who is the life him- 


ſelf, who ſaid to the Jews, John v. 39, 40. Search, 


or ye ſearch the ſcriptures, for in them ye think to have 
eternal life, and they are they which teflify of me : and 
Ie will not came to me, that ye might have life. 


_ -. We were diligent in ſearching the ſcriptures, which 


was good in its place; but the main matter and ſub- 


life-to the ſoul from Chriſt. | 
About the fourteenth year of my age, 1 
tended to put me apprentice to a ſhop-keeper, here 


I was for a trial: but I ſaw that the converſation of 


my intended maſter. was not right, and that the ſear 


of the Lord was not there. I was afraid, if I ſhould 


continue there, that the little love and zeal I had to 


ed in me, and the love and pleaſure of the world 


would get up again, fo I ſhould be in danger of grow- f 


8 and being under theſe. ſerious 
: 8 eonſider- 


D 


ſtance of pure religion, is the enjoyment Ea : 
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| pk al 0%, whe; he 9 In my heart to pray for, 
viz. That I might be delivered from that place where 1 
was intended to le bound on. apprentice, and that I might 


end my time with and amongſt them: that feared the 
Tora, and thought upon his name; and the Lord heard. 


my prafers, and in a little time I was ſent for away 
from that place. 4 


After this 1 ftaid at home ſome time, and continued 


| in that little well-doing I, had known, keeping com- 


pany with ſober and honeſt people; I delighted to read 


the, riptures, and to go to the Independent meetings. 
An after ſome time, I heard of a man that profeſſed 
the ſame religion, who was very zealous for 2 time in 


going to meeting, and performing that which we call | 


family duties, and there, with the conſent of my pa- 
rents, I bound myſelf an apprentice to him, whoſe 


mame was Evan Jones, a felt-maker, in the pariſh. of 


 Lanfair, in Montgomeryſhire ; and we went together 


to meetings, 1 writing and repeating ſermons, and 


performing that cuſtom that was among us, in pray= 


ing in our own will and time, till we were become fo 


and actions growing up amongſt us, that I was gone 
out of conceit with myſelf, and our formal religion 
there being ſomething in me that reproved me for my 
vanity; and when I aroſe from my prayers, being 
ſome time in a weighty ponderous condition, I faw 
that there was ſomething that gave me no true peace 


 conſillerntions, I heartily. prayed to God with tenders. 


dead and formal, carnal and airy, many looſe words 


1 
* 


| : , expounding of them to the beſt of my underſtanding, 


not all, our formal performances. 


dt binfort inwardly te my foul, becauſe here r- 
miined a ſecret pride and felf-exaltation in moſt, if 


In this ftate and condition I knew not what to do 


when neither writing, repeating ſermons, reading _— -:; 


the ſcriptures, and 'other good books, and ſometimes 


afforded me any comfort, 1 was at a Joſs, and knew 
not what way to take, that 1 might have peace and 


| comfort in my performances. Hitherto I knew not : 


the Holy Spirit of the Lord, 28 T ought to have done, 


to be my leader and guide into- all 15 of ihut were 
necellary to my eternal ſalvation,” 


Upon a certain time. we had a a wg 


great ſcripturian, -was preaching, and I writ after 


* him'z and in his ſermon he (aid, The me would come, 
that there would be rib need of the ſcripture, any' more 
than another book at which I very much flumbled ; 


and after the meeting T aſked him, When would that 


wet He faid; When the Lord would mike's 
** der covenant with his people, as is faid in Jeremiah, 
da. 33 34. 1 will make 's 'new covenant with the 
houſe of Hrael; aftt- theſe days, ait the Lord, F will 
"Put my low in their 
heir hearts, and will be their God, and they fall be 
© ny people. r i 


Reighbour, and every mn nn 
N | | the 


rd parts, and write it in 


ne: David's, a tenant of Charles Lloyd's, of Dolebran, * 
n where one of our Independent teachers, who was = 


ts; os nee debate 
| them s the: greateft of them, ſaith the Lord; for I will 
| «forgive their iniquity; and J will remember their. fon no 


then, for all our preaching and long prayers; though 


| for thein, as too many are climbing up that way, Which 
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mere, It ſeems that be knew not, that day come 
then, though he was a great preacher I thought it 


would then be a happy day, when God would be the 


teacher of his people himſelf z that we need not teach 


every man his neighbour; or his brother, ſaying, Knew 


ye the Lord; but that we ſhould all know. him, from 
the leaſt to the greateft. This day we, knew not 


the Lord did then beget true hungerings and thirſt- 
ings in our ſuuls aſter him. We had great love and 


| Seal, and deſired the knowledge of the truth, as. jt 


was in Jeſus. Sometime. I haye ſaid, this was but 


54 like: Jacob's dream, when he awoke and ſaid, Surch 
be Lord is in this place, and I knew it not. And in- 


deed we knew not the Lord, as we ought to have 
done; namely, by his light, grace, and ſpirit ſhining 
in our hearts, to give us the light of the knowledge | 
of the Son of God, which knowledge keeps, a. man 
meek and humble; and ſuch are not puſfed up in a 
vain mind, to ſeek after thoſe things that are too high 


is not the way to God the Father; the way to the 
Father is the way of holineſs and purity, and humility, 
rr r 
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Adodt Sis time, being in the year 1656, 


We worth; eee eee, 
a ſtrange poſture and principles ; ſaying, that it was 


Wich of Matthew, Many iel come in my name, and 


 Gective many, ver. 5. for there ſhall ariſe falſe thrifts, 
"devs, nſimurb "that, if it were poſſible, they Su * 
kers, were much preached againſt; they told us they 


ed to us to be firch 4 dangerous ſort of people, thit = 


ve were afraid of any who had the name of a Qua- 


they had not been in theſe parts of the country, nei- 
ther did we know what were the principles held out 


vy themſelves 3 but only ſuch as were reported, though 
Fallly, - untd us by our preachers and others; "which 
kept us in blindneſs, and from making further in- 
quiry, and trying «ll things, and bollint faft that which 
ii vod, according to the we advice, 1 Thel. 
v. 41. 4 3. is 1 e (21 * N 7 


| Nowabour the N 1685, there cate poor n 

in a mean habit to my maſter's houſe, named Morgan 
Evan, of South-Wales : be had met with the people 

called Quakers in his travels, and ms ne 
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Warane ad I being in the ſhop . 
about my calling, my miſtreſs came und fad, Why do 


| you not go ont to help your maſter ? for there is a Quater 
at the dbor that bath put him to filence. I hearing this, 


made hafte, and wok my bible under my arm, and 


| put on what courage I could to diſpute with that poor 
mn, but he proved too hard for us all; when I went 


to them, they were upon the words Thee and Yun; 


but I very peremptorily afked him, What command 
be had to ſpeak Thee and Thou; for I did acknow- 
ledge to him, that it was the language of God to 

Adam, and the language of the ſcripture ; but, faid I, 
that ĩs not enough for us now in this day, we muſt have 
a command for it. To which he anſwered, Hold fa/t 


rhe form of ſound words, which thou baft beard of me. 


I aſked him, Whether chat was ſcripture ; he aſked 
me, NM Detber I would deny it; I told him, be was to 
prove it. Then he took the bible out of my hand, 
- and he turned to 2 Tim. i. 13, which he read, and 


told me, that Halli faſt there, was = command ; 
which I knew very well, both the ſcripture and the 


— "command: bat to prove him farther, I defired him 
- to read a little more of that chapter, both backward 


and forward; which he freely did, and aſked me, Jy 


T did require that of him ? I told him, that we heard 
the. Quakers denied the ſcripture, and that they would 
not read them. He faid, There was ' many falſe re- 
| ports f them. And truly when he read the feripture 
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„ e e eee 
_ reached to the witneſs of God in me. Then be ex- 
dose we to ale heed to that light that-ſhined in my 
+ heart, and did ſhew me my vain thoughts, and reprove 


A action; faying, 


That that was the true Light, that lighteth apery. man 
hat cometh into the world ;. and in that light, I ſhould 
ſee more light, and that would open the .ſcriptufes tb 


NE and that I ſhould receive a meaſure of the ſame” 


ſpirit that gave them forth ; and further, he told me, 
It was the more fute word of prophecy, unto which I did 
well, if I taal head as unto @ light that fhineth.in a dark 
places. until the day dawn, andthe day-ftar ariſe in your 
Hearts, 2 Peter i, 19. And be ſpoke much of the 
inward work, and the operation of God's Holy Spirit 
upon the ſoul ; recommending me to the Grace of 
God, that bringeth ſoluation, teaching us, that denying 


— 
by 


: ns and worldly. laſts, we ſhould live ſaberly, 


righteouſh, and godly in this preſent world, Tit, ii. 11, 
14, Ang ſo be departed: from our houſe, 2 
Him a little along on his way. 


Fe Nom when. I came back from. him, the 3 


e eee 205 eee! on me, that I could 


bormer peace, and that, in which 1 formerly to 
comfort in, was broken; and herein I came to ſee, 


upon 
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not go from under them 3 and the more I waited in 
dba light that he recommended me to, the more my 
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Al Here I came to a loſs of all my former know- 
5 ledge ;; and my former performances proved but a 
| . andy foundation. Then I did, with much humility 7 
- | and poverty of ſpirit, pe OE On AE 3 
Saen uit upon that the bus of hl might ot ; 
; But for al this, I was yet afraid of being deceived 
by the Quakers Ern i 
mn 80 1 
en that the God of Abraham, s, and Jacoby 
that_the prophecy uf the prophets woukd be fel ed, 


he and that the Lord would make a new: covenant with 
. dis people now, as he did promiſe by the mouth of the 
prophet Jeremiah xxcxi... 31, 32, 33, 34+" Behold, the 
? days come, ſaith the Lord, that I toill male a new coves 
. nant with the houſe of Iſrael, and with the houſe of 


Fudah ; not according to the crvenant that I made with 

= their fathers, in the day that I took them by the hand ta 
Fring them out of the land of Egypt, which: my covenant 
they brake, although I was an buſband unte them, ſaith 
the'Lord: but this fball be the covenant that 1 will 
make with the houſe of Iſrael. After thoſe days, ſaith 

_ the Lord, I will put my law in their imvard parti, and 
write-it in their hearts, and will be their God, and they 


nee. e eee no more every + 
| man 


8 
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ian Bir meighbour, and every man bis W 


Know ye the Lord: for they ball all know ma, from 

tte leaft of them, unto the greateſt of thom, ſaith the 
"Lord: for I will forgive their iniquity, and I will 
remember their ſin no more. | 

/ Theſe and the ike precious piromifes'I was made 

willing to take hold on, and waited for the fulfilling 


of them in myſelf, and of that which Chriſt faid to the 
Jews, John vi. 45. 4t is written in the prophets, tnd' 


they Hall be all taught of God. Every man therefore 
that hath heard, and hath learned of the Father, cometh 
unto me. He that cometh unto Chrift Jeſus the Light, 
that lighteth every man that cometh into the world, 


1 though their fins and their iniquities be great, they 


ſhall in no wiſe be caſt out, And it is ſaid, Aud al! 


thy children ſhall be taught of the Lord, and great ſhall 


FO fy neon, Ifaiah liv. 13. 

When I came to know a little of the teachings of 
the Lord, I took. my leave of all my former formal 
teachers, and many times went to the woods and 
| other by-places; where none might ſee me, to wait 
upon the Lord, where I was much broken, and ten- 
- dered by the power of God. And though I did be- 
Bin to ſee a little of myſelf, and ſomethirly of the 
goodneſs of God, yet ſtill I was afraid of being de- 


ceived, for I had read and heard that Satan himſelf is 
transformed into an angel of light, 2 Cor. xi; 14. 


And left this man ſhould be as the ſame apoſtle ſaid, 


ers, 


un ver. 2. For fuch are falſe apoſtles deceitful work- - 
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I deſired of the Lord that I might ſee this poor man 
once again, for I knew not where to ſee the face of 
any called a Friend; and it pleaſed God that he 
came again that way, and I deſired of my maſter and 
miſtreſs to give him lodging, and that he might be 
with me, to which they conſented. Then I queried 
of him their way of worſhip, and concerning thoſe 
two great ordinances, ſo called, that we ſo much re- 
lied upon, viz. the Bread and Wine, and Baptiſm, 
and the Scripture, to know what was their judgment 
of them; to which he gave me ſome ſatisfaction. In 
the morning I parted with him, and to the beſt of my 
knowledge, I ſaw him no more for ſeveral years after. 
In all this time I ſtill kept my retirement in the 
wood, or ſome other private place; and there in my 
waiting, I defired of the Lord, that I might be farther 
ſatisfied by himſelf, as to thoſe things ; firſt, Whether 
the ſcriptures were the word of God, as was ſaid and 
preached unto us they were, and the way to life and 
falvation ? Then the firſt chapter of John came 


under my ſerious conſideration in my meditation, 


which ſaid, In the beginning was the word, and the 
word was with God, and the word was God, the 
fame was in the beginning with Gad. All things 


torre made by him, 1 


thing made that was made. In him was life, and 
the life was the light of men; and the light 
agen ans. 1 þ OO 
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it not. I cb dered that the ward: di 
ning with God the Father, and that no part of the 


ſieriptures were written until Moſes, who we under- 


tand was the firſt writer of thoſe ſcriptures we have 
the apoſtle tells us here, that the law was given by 
Moſes, but grace and truth came by Feſus Chriſt: in 
this word there was life; Paul tells us, that hg letter 
Kkilleth, but the Spirit giveth life ; noi this life is the 
light of men, and the word was before the ſcriptures 
were written. By this we may ſee the word of God 
is Chriſt Jeſus, that was with the- Father before the 


world began, without him there was not any. thing 
made that was made. The hiſtory that Moſes gives 
us, is ſaid to be written, about 3o00 years aſter 
mme mon. e ee OI Rh: eee 


cannot properly be the word of God. bed has 
I, with many more, was under that miſtake that 


| the Jews were in, who thought they might have 


eternal life in the ſcriptures; _ Chriſt faith, John v. 
39- Search, or ye ſearch, the ſcriptures, for in them 


| Je think qe baus eternal life, and they are they which 
- £eftify of me; and ye will not come to me that ye might 


have life. As he is the life, ſo he is the way to the 


| Father; I an the way, and the truth, and the life : no 


A, for the ſcriptures, I was a great lover, and a great 


* „ 


man cometh unto the. Father. but. by me, John xiv. 6, 


reader of them, and took great pleaſure. in ſearching | 
of them, thinking that would make me wiſe unto 
falvation, 28 Paul faid to Timothy, Aud 5 
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child thou haft known the ſcriptures, which are able to 
make thee 'wiſe' unto ſalvation. through faith, which'is 
in Gris Feſus, 2 Tim. iii. 15. This main thing 
was wanting ; the true and faving faith ; which is, 
the gift of God. It is by grace we are ſaved through 
Jaith, not of ourſelves, it is the gift of God, Eph. ii. 8. 
So it is the grace of God that brings falvation, and 
not the bare hiſtorical knowledge of the ſcriptures. 
Too many take a great deal of pride in a literal 
knowledge of them; ſome for their gain and profit; 
others take pleaſure in them, by wreſting them to 
vindicate their falſe and erroneous opinions, that gen- 
der to ftrife and contention, and take little or no 
notice of that meek, holy, lovely ſpirit - of life that 
gave them forth, for they are of no private interpre- 
tation; but holy men of God ſpake them as they were 
moved by the Holy Ghoſt, 2 Pet. i. 20, 21. 
Men may have a great literal knowledge of the. 
ſeriptures, and yet femain in error, becauſe they 
know them not, as they ought to do, nor the power 
that was in the holy men that gave them forth; fol 
may ſay, as Chriſt ſaid to the Jews, You err, not 
knowing the ſcriptures, nor the power of God, Mat. 
xxii, 29. So that which gives the true knowledge 
of God, and a right underſtanding of the ſcriptures 
is the power of God; and I may ſay with the apoſtle, 
For God, who commanded the light to ſhine out u 
neſs, bath ſhined in our hearts, to give the light of the © 
3 of the glory of God, in the face of Feſws 
EY B 3 7 hes . 
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Chrift, 2 Cor. iv. 6. And as men and women come 
to mind this light, that is, the Spirit of God, and to 
obey it, they ſhall come to the comfort of the ſcrip- 
tures, as the ſame apoſtle ſays, For whatſoever things 
. | were written aforetime, were written for our learning; 
that we through patience. and comfort of the feripearet 
might have hope, Rom. xv. 4. 
And being under a ſerious "conſideration of what 
1 read in the ſcripture, believing the Spirit of the 
Lord to be the interpreter thereof; thoſe great myſte- 
ries that were hid from ages and generations, and are 
hid now in this our age from many, are come to be 
revealed by the Spirit of God, and if they would have 
comfort in reading the ſcriptures, they muſt wait in 
that meaſure of the ſpirit, which God hath given 
them, which is the only key that opens them to the 
underſtanding of thoſe that are truly conſcientious in 
the reading of them ; and though I read them former- 
ly, as many do now, without a true ſenſe and a due 
. conſideration, yet now I can bleſs God for them, and 
have a great comfort in the reading of them; they 
being no more as a ſealed book unto me, and many 
more, who wait for the aſſiſtance of God's holy Spirit, 
in all their duties and performances that the Lord re- 
quires of them, for without him we know that we 
can do nothing that is pleaſing unto him: though 
formerly we ran, in our own time and wills, to 
* preach and pray, not having ſuch a due regard to the 
R * the Lord; yet, I 
bleſs 


( 15 ) 

me bleſs God, it is not ſo now: Many times, hea Led 

to ariſe from my knees in a formal way of prayer, a 

. reproof was very near me, Mo required this at thy 

1| hands ? It is ſparks of thy own kindling. I was afraidy 
that I ſhould lie down in ſorrow, as was ſaid to ſome 
by the Lord, in Iſaiah I. 11. 

But as to this head, I ſhall briefly conclude, though 

much more might be ſaid to the honour of the holy 

* ſcriptures z but this is my deſire, that they that read 
them, may come to that which will give them a right 
underſtanding thereof : For there is a ſpirit in many 
and the inſpiration of the Almighty giveth them under- 
landing, Job xxxii. 8. 

Then, as concerning water-baptiſm, which I had 
under conſideration, though I was no admirer of it, 
being not of the perſuaſion of re-baptizing. 'T hoſe 
that were Independents, were not ſo much at firſt for 
re-baptizing ; but afterward it prevailed more among 
them in theſe parts, when one Henry Jeſſy came 
here-aways. And about that time it was, that I came 
from among them. 

Il bad much reaſoning and various conſultations in 
my mind concerning this, and the bread and 'wine. 
And when I was ſatisfied, as to thoſe weighty con- 
cerns, I thought I might reſt there, and keep my old 
cuſtoms and faſhions, and language ; but that would 
not do, I had no peace therein; God ſhewed me the 

. cuſtoms of the nation were vain, and our language 
not according to the language of God's people, re- 
| 1 corded 
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Grip, 2 Cor. iv. 6. And as men and women come 
to mind this light, that is, the Spirit of God, and to 
obey. it, they ſhall come to the comfort of the ſcrip- 
tures, as the ſame apoſtle ſays, For whatſoever things 


. | Were written aforetime, were written for our learning; 


| that we through patience and cinfort of the ſcriptures 


that meaſure of the ſpirit, which God hath given 
them, which is the only key that opens them to the 
' underſtanding of thoſe that are truly conſcientious in 
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might have hope, Rom. xv. 4. | 
And being under a ſerious conſideration of what 


; 1 read in the ſcripture, believing the Spirit of the 


Lord to be the interpreter thereof; thoſe great myſte- 
ries that were hid from ages and generations, and are 
hid now in this our age from many, are come to be 
revealed by the Spirit of God, and if they would have 
comfort in reading the ſcriptures, they muſt wait in 


the reading of them; and though I read them former- 


ly, as many do now, without a true ſenſe and a due 


conſideration, yet now I can bleſs God for them, and 


have a great comfort in the reading of them; they 


being no more as a ſealed book unto me, and many 


more, who wait for the aſſiſtance of God's holy Spirit, 


in all their duties and performances that the Lord re- 
quires of them, for without him we know that we 
can do nothing that is pleaſing unto him : though 
formerly we ran, in our own time and wills, to 


- preach and pray, not having ſuch a due regard to the 
er ee e We Landy yet, I 


bleſs 
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bleſs God, it is not ſo now. Many times, when I did 
ariſe from my knees in a formal way of prayer, a 
reproof was very near me, bo required this at thy 
hands ? It is ſparks of thy own kindling, 1 was afraidy 
that I ſhould lie down in ſorrow, as was ſaid to ſome 
by the Lord, in Iſaiah 1. 11. 

But as to this head, I ſhall briefly conclude, though 
much more might be ſaid to the honour of the holy 
ſeriptures; but this is my deſire, that they that read 
them, may come to that which will give them a right 
underſtanding thereof: For there is a ſpirit in many 
and the inſpiration of the Almighty giveth them under- 
flanding, Job xxxii. 8. 

Then, as concerning water-baptiſm, which I had 
under conſideration, though I was no admirer of it, 
being not of the perſuaſion of re- baptizing. Thoſe 
that were Independents, were not ſo much at firſt for 
re-baptizing ; but afterward it prevailed more among 
them in theſe parts, when one Henry Jeſſy came 
here-aways. And about that time it was, that I came 
from among them. 

I had much reaſoning and various conſultations in 
my mind concerning this, and the bread and 'wine. 
And when I was ſatisfied, as to thoſe weighty con- 
cerns, I thought I might reſt there, and keep my old 
cuſtoms and faſhions, and language ; but that would 
not do, I had no peace therein ; God ſhewed me the 
| cuſtoms of the nation were vain, and our language 
not according to the language of God's people, re- 
| B4 -. corded 


. 


LY 


4 _ corded in the ſcriptures of truth. 80 1 nde ei- 
3 ſcientious ſearch into this matter alſo : — where I 


A found the great Creator of heaven and earth, who by - 
the word of his power made all things therein, 


created man in his own image, In the image of God 
errated he him : male and female created he them. And 


- God bleſſed them, and gave them  deminion' over all 
things that he had created on the earth; and Adpm 
gabe names to them. And God took him, and put him 
in the garden of Eden, to dreſs it and to keep it. And 


the Lord commanded the man, ſaying, Of every tree of 


- the garden thou mayſt freely eat, Gen. ii. 15, 16, 


- ſcripture; and the great Creator faid, Every thing 
that he had made was very good, Gen. i. 31. and his 
language to man was very good and pure, Then 


16 again, when Adam tranſgreſſed the law and com- 


mandment of God, the Lord called unto Adam, and 
” Ffaid unto him, Where art thou? And he ſaid, I heard 
© thy voice in the garden, and I was afraid, becauſe I was 
” naked, Gen. iii. 9, 10. Here was the language of 
” God to man, and the language of man to God. And 
jn the ſearching of the ſcriptures, I found that all the 
© holy men of God uſed. that language, and Chriſt 
taught his diſciples to pray in that language; Our 
Futber, which art in heaven, ; hallowed by thy name, thy 


Funden come, thy will be done on earth as it is in bo. 
ven, Mat. vi. And withal, I knew a little grammar, 
„ eee eee [you] to one 


| 
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Lagle perſon, inlead of tv [thou], And though the 
learned in our nation ſpoke it, yet I thought Chriſ- 
tians ſhould not uſe it, but ſhould take the Spirit of 
God, according to the ſcripture, to be their rule, 
and not to follow the confuſed language of the Hea- 
thens ; for the Lord, by the mouth of his prophet, 
commanded his people, Learn not the way of the 
| Heathen, for the cuſtoms of the people are vain, Jer. x. 
2, 3. I alſo believed, that the Lord would return to 

bis people a pure language in theſe days, as was pro- 
miſed in the days of old concerning Iſrael: then, 
when they returned to the Lord, he would bring 
them out of their captivity : ur then, faith the 
Lord, will I turn to the people. a pure language, that 
thy my elf coll por the noun of He Lerd ts foros bi 

with one conſent, Zeph. iii, g. 5 0 

F BE at ed 
pure language of Thee and Thou to every one, without 
reſpect of perſons, which was a. great croſs to me, 
though it ſeems to ſome but as a: weak and fooliſh 

ching, yet when the Lord lays. the neceſſity of ſpeak+ 
ing the truth to all, in that language that God and 
all his ſervants uſed, it comes to be of a greater 

weight than many light airy people think it is.. The 

Gyings of Chriſt came to my mind, when he ſaid, 5 

Whoſeever will be my diſciples, let bim deny himſelf, and 

take, up bir croſs daily, and fallow. me, Luke ix, 23, 

He doth. not ſay he ould do it, but let him do it, 

jmperatirely z which was a command, viz. That we 

dd SG | | ſhould 
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F ould du) tar hoes and follow him: fee alſo Mat. 
vi. 24. And moreover it is ſaid, He that taketh 
not his croſs, een worker dadbrademdn tf 
me, Mat. e 
IT dis neceflity being laid upon me, I ſpoke to my 
maſter in that dialect; he was not offended at it, be- 
cauſe he was convinced of the truth of it, and that 
it ought to be ſpoken to every one: but when I gave 
it to my miſtreſs, ſhe took a ſtick and gave me ſuch a 
blow ypon my bare head, that made it ſwell and fore 
for a conſiderable time; ſhe was ſo diſturbed at it, 
that ſhe ſwore /be would kill me, theugh ſhe ſhould be 
hanged for me; tile enemy had fo poſſeſſed her, that 
the was quite out of order; though beforetime ſhe 
very ſeldom, if ever, gave me an angry word, But 
I conſidered, that the enmity was between the two 


- and that that which was born after the fleſh, 


i perſernte him that is bern after the ſpirit. I being 
well ſatisfied of the truth in myſelf, remembered 
Chriſt's words, He that loveth father or mother more - 
than me, is not worthy of me; and he that loveth ſen 
or daughter more than me, is not worthy of me ; and he 
that findeth his life, ſhall Tofe it; and be that lofeth his 
| Mfr oy ſhall ind it, Mat. x. 37. 3% | 
The Almighty God put it in my heart to conſider 
the coſt, and that through tribulation I was to enter 
the kingdom of heaven z and I was faithfu} in this = 
teſtimony that I had to bear. I was much encouraged 
to ge on in that firait and narrow way, that God 
: of COST 4 A ſhewed 


( 79 * 
ſhewed me 1 was to walk in. I alſo conſidered the 
ſaying of Chriſt, Fhoſoever doth not bear his croſs, 


and come after me, cannot be my diſciple. Again, Which 


of you intending to build a tower, ſitteth not down firſts 
and counteth the coft, whether he hath ſufficient to finiſh 
it ? Left haply after he hath laid the foundation, and is 
not able to finiſh it, all that behold it begin to mark him, 
Sing, This man began to build, but was mot able is 
finiſh, Luke xiv. 27, 28, 29, 30. 

This conſideration was weighty with me, teſt I 
ſhould begin to take up the croſs, -and to walk in this 
way, and ſhould not be able to hold out to the end 
firſt, becauſe of the temptation of Satan, the luſt of 
the fleſh, and the ſinful cuſtoms and faſhions of this 
world, which were very prevalent z and the weight 
and burthen that was .upon me was great, having 
none in the country to be an help to me in the time of 


my exerciſe, but the Lord alone, that hath. promiſed © 


to be with his people in all theis troubles and exer- 
ciſes, and that he would not leave them nor forſake 
them. LI was very ready and willing to take hold of 
his promiſes z and my prayers unto him were, That 
he would enable me to go through all things that he re- 


quired, I was ſenſible, that without the affiftance of 


his —— 
he required of me. 


[Ras Od ca » Qui, becauſe I ſaid to 


. 


a ſingle perſon Thee and Thou,, and kept on my hat, 


and did not go after the cuſtoms and faſhions of the 


B6 world 


he 


\\ 


worl#. that other . al and walked in- 
Though ſome of them would complain of their ſorma - 


lities, and were weary of the faſhions of the world 3 


yet they did not take up their croſs, and leave them. 


The rage of my miſtreſs was not yet abated, though 


dme had nothing againſt me, but not conforming to 
tte corrupt language, and vain cuſtom of the world: 


for I laboured to keep. a conſcience void e wi 
both towards God and men; I did my work and ſer- 
vice honeftly and juſtly, not with eye-ſervice, as men- 
fleaſers, but in fingleneſs of heart, as the ſervant of 
Ghrift; doing the will of God from the heart, Epheſ. 
vi. 5, 6, and ver, 8. Knowing that whatſoever good 
thing any man doth, ag, e 


Tera, whether' be be bond or fres. 


In thus doing, 1 had great comfort from 8 


| and did receive from him living ſatisfaction and en- 
F couragement to go on in my way z remembering that 


ſcripture that faith, Th. righteous ſhall hold on his way, 
and he that hath clean hands ſhall be fironger and 


1 Hronger, Job xvii. 9. I might alſo ſay with Job, 
But he knoweth the 1way that I take, when he hath tried 
mm, 1 Hall come forth as gold: my foot hath held his 
abs; his way have I tept, and not declined ; neither 
bove ] gone back from the commandment of his lips : 
I bave efteemed the words of his mouth,, more than my 
' _ "neceſſary food, Job xxiii. 10, 17, 12. The Lord kept 
z me, and his people, very meek and low in our minda, 


in a ſelf. denying ſpirit ; W e eee 


; $4314 | 4 2 
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from heaven to us by his ſpirit; ſo that he gave us ta 
of the ſtrange woman, which is the voice of the fleſh, 
and the luſt thereof; and the living voice is the voice 
of Grill in us the hope of glory 5 which voice we 
eſteemed more than our neceſſary food. For obeying - 
this voice, we came to be mocked and derided ; and 
they ſpoke all mannir of evil againſt us, and hated us 
for his name's ſake, Mat. x. 22. I remembered what 
Chriſt hath told us in Luke xxi. 12, They ſhall lay 
their hands on you, and perſecute you, delivering you up 
to the ſynagogues, and into priſons, being brought before 
tings and rulers for my name's ſake :- and it ſhall res 
turn to you for a teſtimony. Settle it therefore in your 
hearts, not to meditate before what ye ſhall anfiver ; 
for 1 will gius you a mouth and wiſdom, which all 
your adverſaries Gall wot be able ta gainſay. nor rel 
Luke xxi. 13, 14, 15. 

ä Theſe and the like ah Uons I was to meet with, if 
I truly and faithfully followed the Lord Jeſus Chriſt; 
therefore I laboured to put on the whole armour, of 
light, that I might be able to withſtand the fiery darts 
of the wicked one, who ſought to weaken my faith, 
narrowneſs of the way, that I ſhould not be able to 
hold out to the end, ſeeing there was not any in this 
| country to help and afiift me; but the fiery darts of 
the enemy that I felt, came more by his ſervants 


| . ) 
than otherwiſe, Very: prevalent he was in this poor 


miſled woman, my miſtreſs, who was perſuaded by 


him to kill me, and ſhed innocent blood; and one 
time, when ſhe thought it a fit opportunity to execute 
her will and cruelty, ſhe fell into a great rage, and 


I was freely given up to die that hour by her; but 
- - the Lord was pleaſed to accept of my free-will offer- 
ing, and I may ſay with the apoftle, that I accounted 


not my life dear to myſelf, that I might finiſh my courſe 
with joy. And the Lord alone appeared for my de- 
liverance, and made her more moderate the reſt of 


my ſervitude, it being ſomewhat leſs than two years; 


' - and after I went away, the Lord viſited her with a 


ſharp fit of ſickneſs, in which time ſhe ſpoke to her 


huſband and them that were with her, that ſbe thought. 


ſbe ſhould not die till ſhe had aſked me forgiveneſs, and 
defired them to ſend for me if it were at London; and 


ſio they did: I could freely forgive her, for that I 


huſband's inward and 
did themſelves. It pleaſed God to order it ſo, that 


had done long ſince, and I prayed to my heavenly 
Father that he might forgive her alſo. I ſent to her, 


and it pleaſed God to uch her with a ſenſe of his 


love, and lengthened her days, ſhe confefling often- 


times the wrong ſhe had done to an honeſt careful 


young man, as ſhe ſaid I had been, who minded her 
outward good, more than they 


ſhe had a viſit from me, before ſhe went out of this 
world, and very comfortable aud acceptable it was 


_y / an: ee HR 
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peace; and was buried in friends burying-place near 
Dolgelle in Merionethſhire. | 

About this time, 1657, it was the great talk 
of the country that I was become a Quaker, My 
parents were much concerned about me. I was 
informed that the prieſt of Welch-pool, W. Longford, 
went to them and told them, that I was gone diftraft- 
ed, and that they ſhould ſee for ſome learned men to 
come to me and reſtore me to my ſenſes. I had not been 
yet with my father nor mother, but waited for free- 
neſs and clearneſs in myſelf, and then I went to fee 
them, and in my way I viſited an old friend of mine, 
a profeſſor, and had a little opportunity to ſpeak to 
him of the things of God, and his goodneſs to me, 
and a young man, called David Davies, was then 
convinced of the truth; this was on a ſeventh-day, 
in the afternoon: and when I was clear there, I went 
to Welch-Pool to my parents. It was a trouble to 
them, to ſee that I did not, as formerly, go down 
upon my knees to aſk their bleſſing, and bow to them, 
and take off my hat. My father ſoon turned his back 
upon me. I had heard of his diſpleaſure, and that he 
had aid, he would leave me nothing; ſaying to my rela- 
tions, that they thought to have had comfort of me, but 
now they expefted none, but that I would go up and down 
the country, crying, Repent ! Repent! Now if my 
father ſhould have caſt me off upon ſuch an account, 
I was well perſuaded it was for Chriſt's and the goſ- 


pel's fake, I remembered David's condition, whet 
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. when my father and my mother forſake me, then the 


trad me in a plain path, oY NRC IOn ig 
ui. 9, 10, II. 
At length my mother came n to me, 


* 


that I was her child, and that I was not, as they ſaid, 
dewitched, or transformed into ſome. other likeneſs ; 
which was reported of Quakers then, and- that they - 
bewitched people to their religion, &c. Thus they 
deceived them and many others, with ſuch ſtrange 
ſtories, and we were accounted, with the apoſtles, 
 Dectivers, yet true. And when I diſcourſed with her 
out. of the ſcriptures, her beart was much tendered 


| t war reported of bim, we hoge to have comfort 
im yet. 


firſt-day, of the week, when I heard the bells. ring, it 
- -£ame upon me to go to the ſteeple houſe, to viſit that 


| "prieſt that had told my father, I was gone difirafed, $ 
De, and when he was at his worſhip, I went. to our 


ener. 
* {> 4. { f N Pra yer 


he aid, Hide nor thy face: fur from me, put- not thy 
. ſervant away in anger: thou haſt been my help, leave 
me not, neither forſake- me, O God of my ſalvation 3 


Tord will take me up: teach me thy way, O Lord, and 


a Sew-of 16; looking on my face, why woo | 


- _ cu ugSdyItÞLÞE 


K dad affected with the goodneſs of God towards me; 
' © ſhe went to ſee for my father, and when ſhe found 
bim, ſaid unto him, Be of good comfort, our ſon is not 


TN AN es din canes on eee 
e eee eee The next day, being the 
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prayer read then to the people, as part of their re 
ſhip in thoſe days) there I ſate ſtill till he had done, 
and when he had done what he had then to ſay, I 
ſtood up and told him, That he might do well to ſtay, 
OO TT ION that he. had preached 
that day, if he could; and if I was. difirafted, as he 
reported, that he might labour to reflore me to my-right 
ſenſes again. But I ſpoke but a little while, ere I 
was taken away to priſon, | with the young man before 
mentioned, that came to fee for me, and found me in 
the ſteeple-houſe, ſo both of us were taken; there 
we: were priſoners that night, in which time many - 
far and near came to ſee us, expecting that we were 
ſome deformed creatures. God gave me a ſeaſonable 
 Exhortation to them, to fear the Lord, and indeed to 
cry, Repent, repent, for the kingdom of heaven was 

ot hand; letting them know, that we were God's 
Pente created anew in Chrift Feſus ; with much 
more to that effect. I ſpoke to them from the ſcrip- 
ture, which was much to their ſatisfaction, and we 
.praiſed God, that kept us in his fear and counſel. 
_ , We were committed to priſon on that law, made 
in Oliver's days, that none were to fpeak to the prigſt 
or preachers, neither at their worſhip, nor coming and 
' going. The next morning we were had before the 
chief magiſtrate of the town of Welch-Pool, and after 
ſome diſcourſe with him, it ſeemed good to him to 
diſcharge us, for he could find nothing juſtly to ac- 
cuſe us of, except concerning the law of our Gd. 
A | 2:30 
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So we went to our homes, the young man to his 
father's, and I to my maſter's ; he ſuffered much yi- 
olence by his father, in regard that he could not con- 
form himſelf to that dry, dead, and formal praying 


that his father uſed ; his father roſe from off his knees 
when: he was at prayer, and took a ſtaff, and did vi- 
olently beat his ſon, and againſt natural affection, he 


took a lock and chain, and chained him out of doors 
in a cold froſty night. Thus our ſufferings began to 
increaſe, for the teſtimony of our conſciences to- 
wards God ; but bleſſed be the name of the Lord, 
who preſerved his people that truſted in him, faith 
my foul, 

A little after this I came to hear, that ſome of the 
people that were called Quakers, were at Shrewſbury 


in the county of Salop, being diſtant from the place 


of my abode about eighteen miles ; I waited for an 
opportunity to go to ſee them, and the way of thejr 
worſhip, for as yet I had not ſeen any of them, but 
that one poor man before mentioned. When the 
time called Chriſtmas came, my maſter's work be- 
ing ſomewhat over for a while, I got leave to go ſo 


where many friends reſorted, and they of the town 
came to ſee me in great love and tenderneſs, and 
eee e eee though but 


few words. We waited to feel the Lord among us, 


in all our comings together. When the firſt day of 
the week came, we went to a meeting at W. Pane 's, 
4 | | at 


far. I went firſt to the houſe of John Millington, 
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though it was filent from words, yet the wort of the 
Lord was among us, it was as a hammer and a fire, 
it was ſharper than any two-edged ſword, it pierced 
through our inward parts, it melted and brought us 
into tears, that there was ſcarcely a dry eye among 
us; the Lord's bleſſed power over - ſhadowed our 
meeting, and I could have ſaid, that God alone ws 
Maſter of that aſſembly. The next day as I was pre- 
- paring homewards, having had a conſiderable time 
with friends there, and being much comforted with 
the goodneſs of God, and unfeigned love of the 
brethren, we heard that John ap John was come to 
town, and was to have a meeting there; I ſtaid that 
meeting, where I beard the firſt friend. that was 
called a- Quaker, preach in a meeting, and when I 
heard him, I thought he ſpoke as one having autho- 
| rity, and not as the Scribes, his words were fo ſound 
and piercing. 

oa I cams his 
to my Maſter's houſe, where I was under many con- 
fiderations, and eſpecially that of Chriſt's words, T7 
are the light of the world. A city that is ſet on an hill 
cannot be bid. Neither do men light a candle, and put 
it under a buſhel, but on a _canaleſtich, aud it giveth 
light unto all that are in the houſe. Let your light ſo 


' ſhine before men, that they may ſee your good works, | 
and glorify your father which is in heaven, Mat. v. 
145, 1 * 16. | 


I was 
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I declared the word of the Lord among them. That 
which was chiefly before me was that of Job; They 
fend forth their little ones like a flock, and their children 


« 28 ) | 

„Ae ee Bhat (368 had opatied iny udn 
ing, and lighted my candle, and given me a ſenſe arid 
feeling of my own flate and condition, how that I 
had been in darkneſs, and under the region and 


|  ſhatlow of death; and God having ſhewed mercy and 
pe” een pnco'me, in calling of ive from. this great 


to the marvellous light of his dear Son-Chriſt 
Jeſus, that is, the Light of the world, that enllghteneth 
every man that cometh into the world; I was made 
willing not to hide my candle, as it were under a 
buſhel, or to hide my talent in the earth; but in the 
love of God, I was made willing to let that light, 
which he pleaſed by his grace to 'enlighten me 
withal; ſhine: before men, that they might come 15 


glorify their heaveny Father, which is in beaver; Max. 
| V. 206. i „ 9 


Tbe next public ſervice that the Lord CET" of 


a was to go and give my teſtimony for him, and 
to warn a company of people to think of their latter 


end, who were met to dance and to play, at that they 
called a merry night, not far from my maſter's houſe, 
When I came within the room where they were 
dancing, the fidler ceaſed playing, and they dancing; 


dunce. They take the timbrel and harp, and rejoice at 


at the ſound of the organ, They ſpend their days in 
15 e ee to the grave, Job xxi. 
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lay upon me, I parted in love and peace from them, | 
50 (hey (hanked, e 
ſome of them came to ſet me home, [Pp 

/ (REP Bens lr of jvc ppp Gb 
called a Quaker, who was come from Ireland to 
Llanvilling, a town in this county of Montgomery, 
and in the loye of God I went upon the firſt day of 
the week to viſit him, where we had a comfortable 
refreſhing meeting together, and the Lord's: preſence 
was with us, though we were ſtrangers one to ano- 
ther, as to the outward, yet we had fellowſhip and 
unity one with another in the inward life of righteouſ- 
neſs ; his name was Roger Pritchard. . He tarried 
not long there, but went back again to Ireland; 
though it was ſaid, he came to theſe parts with an 
intention to ſtay here, and to bear his teſtimony for 
God in this dark corner of North-Wales; but he 
ngt being faithful to God, who ſent him here, as he 
was going back he ſuffered great loſſes by ſea, and 
Joſt his good condition alſo, and turned back to the 
yanities of the world, which was a great ſorrow and 
exerciſe to me t but the Lord viſited him again, as 
may be ſeen hereafter, Thus I was left along again. 
I continued, as the Lord made way for me, to viſit 
thoſe in whom I found any inclination to the things 
that were good, and there was one William Davies 
convinced of the truth with me, I was alſo made 


willing to viſt the Independent merting, and thoſe 
people 


211118 
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him there; but he was not there. John Griffithes, a 


1383 


| 75 30 1 : 
e belonged to, that we d pd 
rate people, gathered together chiefly by Vavaſor 
Powell, before mentioned, a zealous man in his day. 
But when truth broke forth in this country, I being 
the firſt that came to receive it in theſe parts, did 
ſeparite myſelf from them, in love to that bleſſed truth 
chat I received, and it became my true teacher. 80 
Varaſor Powell proved angry, and preached much 
againſt the Quakers, their way and principles; 1 
hearing this, came to a place called Cloddiecochion, 
near Welch - Pool, to their meeting, expecting to find 


juſtice of the peace in thoſe days, was preaching 
there. When I came in among them, they ſeemed 
| uneaſy; and when 1 had an opportunity, I bore a 
teſtimony for God, and his Son Chrift Jeſus, his way, 
truth, and people, which they preached againſt, When 
I had done what I had to ſay, he went on again; and 
when I found ſomething more upon my ſpirit to de- 
clare among them, this John Griffithes commanded 
to take me away; and a near relation of mine, that 
| owned the houſe, took me in his arms, and led me 
out of the houſe through the fold, and through a 
gate that opened to the common, and ſhut the gate 
after me. There I fat under an aſh-tree, weeping 
and mourning to ſee the blindneſs, darkneſs, and 
hardneſs of heart, pride, and haughtineſs, that were 
| come over a people who once were loving, kind, and 
humble in ſpirit. As 1 fat weightily under a ſerious 


SEL (3 

conſideration, what and when would be the end of | 
theſe formalities and hardneſs of heart, I prayed to 
the Lord for them. And the word of the Lord came 
to me, That though they put me out of their houſe, yet 
in time they would come to own truth, and that houſe 
ſhould be a meeting-place for friends, Of this a far- 


ther acc aunt may be ſeen hereafter. So I went away, 


me that day, in giving me comfort and conſolation, 
for my tears of ſorrow and afflition, that I met with 
a little before; and I remembered the ſaying of the 
apoſtle, Heb. xii. 11. Now no chaflening for the pre- 
ſent feemeth to b joyous, but grievous ; nevertheleſs, 
afterward it yieldeth the peaceable fruit of gave 
neſs, unto them which are exerciſed thereby. 
| After this, I till waited to know the will and coun- 
ſel of God, and that he might dire& me in my way, 
and order my ſteps in this my ſpiritual travail; for 
I had none to look unto but to him alone, who was 
all-ſufficient to carry on the work which he had be- 
gun, though often by weak, poor, mean, and con- 
temptible inſtruments in the eyes of the world. Well 
might I fay with the apoſtle, But God hath choſen the 
fooliſh things of the world, to confound the wiſe ; and 
Ged hath choſen the weak things of the world, to cons 
Found the things which are mighty; and be things of 
the world, and things which are deſpiſed, hath God 
choſen, yea, and things which are not, to bring to Oe 
—_— 1 Cor. i. 27, 28. | 

About | 


well fatisfied with the love and goodneſs of God to 
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D e wh ſome young men, 

* my former companions in profeſſion of religion; two 
or three of them were convinced, and received the 
truth. When we were come to the number of four, 
it was with me, that we ought to meet together in the 
name of the Lord; for I remembered the promiſe of 
Chriſt, who. ſaid, . Http let per bee 
together in-my name, Ne e eee w 
. eee 90; 1 2 Nass 
I "Howes dibdigrens 66 mivet/ together, but none of us 
- had actions of his en bo mes in. We determined 
therefore-to meet upon a-hill in a common as near 'as 
we could, for the conyeniency of each other, we 
living ſome miles diſtant one from another. There 
we met in ſilence, to the wonder of the country. 
. When the rain and weather beat upon us on one fide 
of the hill, we went to the other fide. We were not 

' - free to go into any: neighbour's incloſures, for they 
were ſo blind, dark, and ignorant, that they locked 
„Ae ger and would go away from us, 

4 ION on Con ns hon; ang 
eln wad hoes, vhs * 
L eee Ul) toe of Grad 
F one of them was put apprentice hy friends 
to William Shewen, of London. The other young 
mtman was a ſoldier in Oliver Cromwell's days, and 
de got, as ſoon as. he could, to be diſbanded, ſo he 
vent to Glouceſterſhire, and lived among friends. 
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rims be ftaid longer than uſual, and a foul dark ſpirit + 


poſſeſſed him, fo that the little time we were together, 
| was not comfortable to me, and when we had broke 


up the meeting, by way of diſcourſe, he aſked me, 


cotentry. I anſwered him with great ze#l, The Ser- 
pent, the Serpent, the ſame that beguiled the woman 


to ſtand. And while we were yet diſcourſing, I ſaw 


CR RN I TIES 
che truth, and ſhewed him what he ought to do, but 
did it not, yet he continued loving to friends, and 
frequented their meetings to his latter end. As 1 
looked back, I ſaw him coming towards us, with two 
women following him, the one was his wife, my cruel 
miſtreſs, the other was his ſiſter; they both had 
ſtaves in their hands, and when they came unto us, 


miſtreſs ſet a beating 
came very quickly, and W. Davies came no mot 
to meet with me, nor any other friends, for niany 
years; yet he afterwards came among friends,” and 


buried among them. It ſo happened that T had never 
z blow among them, and if 1 had received any; I 


had learned of Chriſt Jeſus my Lord and Maſter, ta 


Mace fake, heath depart. 
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| How 1 did think we ſhould fland in the face of the whole | 


in Paradiſe, hath beguiled thee; thou wilt not be ablte 


my maſter coming, who was alſo convinced, but was 


— 


the ſiſter began to beat her brother my maſter, and my 7 b 
' of W. Davies. 80 his trial 


continued with them to the end of his days, and was 9 


— —— 


8 thoufh my trials temptations, and «- 
Kictions were not a few; ſo that I may ſay with the 
apoſtle, But none of theſe things move me, neither count. 
I life dear unto myſelf, fo that I might finiſh-my 
- courſe ith” joy, Ade xx. 24. A . iv. 17. Mat. 
c. 3% 38, 3 | 
| . 

alone again, but ſtill I kept waiting upon the Lord, 
to know his will and good pleaſure concerning me z 
and when the time of my apprenticeſhip was over, I 
found freedom to go to London, to viſit friends there, 
ich was in the year 2658-9; and finding many 
good and living friends there, I ſettled to my trade, 
deing a felt-maker, and very well ſatisfied I was, that 
I could go to meetings, and follow my buſineſs. 
When any thing would come to my mind of this my 
native country, barren and uninhabited with friends 
und truth, I endeavoured to ſhut it out, and to keep 
| where I was, and I did what I could ; but all my fair 
ices and reaſonings would not do, diſobedient to 
the Lord I Was, and trouble and ſorrow, and judg- 
ment from the Lord came upon me, for not, obeying 
T >his command, to go to my own country to ſtand a 
witneſs for him there. In. this my diſabedience, I 
-* Feontinued till 1 loſt his preſence, and he ſmote me 
We: with trouble within, and pain in my bons, that I 
I could not work nor labour. In this time friends of 
London were very kind and-careful of me, and would 
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of my own. My pain of body and ſpirit increaſed 


upon me, till at laſt I was forced to bow to the will 


of the great God, who was too fron tee? me; and 
reaſoning with him one night, upon the bed of my 
forrows, he ſhewed- me clearly, that I was 10 go to 
my own-country'; and I was made willing to give up 

to go, if he would be pleaſed to let me know his will 


remove my pain. I alſo reaſoned with him thus; that 


ſparrow on a houſe-top. The Lord ſtill commanded 


me to ga, ſhewing that he would provide an help-meet 


for me. And when I had made a covenant with the 


next morning, and went to my work z- and when 
thoſe tender friends, that had a regard for me in my 
ſickneſs, came to ſee me that morning, I was gone 
to work ; which was to their admiration. 

So the Lord gave me a little time, and he alot 


was. But one time as I was at Horſlydown meet 


mouth, by way of teſtimony, againſt an evil ranting 
ſpirit, that did: oppoſe friends much in thoſe days. 
Wente Lord, that that woman was 


to accept of any thing from e „ loin vs 1 


and pleaſure by this ſign and token, that he-would 


I was alone, like a pelican in the wilderneſs, or 4 


Lord to go, immediately my pain was removed, and 
I had peace and quietneſs of mind and ſpirit. I aroſe 


provided an help-meet for me; for I prayed- unto . 
him, that ſhe might be of his own providing, for it 
was not yet manifeſt to me where ſhe was, or who ſhe 


ing in Southwark, I heard a woman friend open her 


C 2 to 


| 1 e ee eee mung 


e it 25 it Sende beſt 20 bins, and 
daeereih I was eaſy; and in time the Lord brought us 


wrougzht in her; but by hearkening to one who had 


tete will of God in this concern, being freely reſigned, 
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and to he an. help- meet for me. | After meeting I drew 
ſomewhat near uo her, but ſpoke” nothing, nor took. 
| with ber, nor did I know when, "or 
ſee her again. I was very willing to 


acquainted one with another, and ſhe confeſſed that 
| "the had ſome ſight” of the ſame thing that Ihad ſeen 
_ "concerning her. 80 after ſome time we parted, and 
| I was freely reſigned to the will of God; and when 

we came again, I told her, if the Lord did 
order her to be my wife, the muſt come with me to a 
— ſtrange country, where there were no friands but what 

A little conſideration, ſhe ſaid, if the Lord ſhould order 
it ſo, he muſt go with her huſband, though it were to 
the wilderneſs ; and being ſomewhat ſenſible of the 
workings of God upon her ſpirit in this matter, ſhe 
was willing to condeſcend in her mind to what he 


nat well weighed the matter, ſhe became diſobedient 
Too what God had revealed to her; which brought 
great ſorrow and trouble upon ber. I went to ſee 
her in this poor condition, and I reſted ſatisfied with 


if the Lord had wrought the ſame thing in her, as 
ns in me, to receive her as his gift to me; and after 
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aroſe, 
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Who had begot doubts and reaſon 


be my wife, and to go along with meg. 


rr 
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morning; and in the aſternoon to Horſſydown, 
Southwarg ; and in that mecting, being the 26th = 
of- the fourth month, 15 59, in the preſence of God, 


> 


e 
bote, and dsclared before me, and the offer friend 
in her mind, 
That in the name and power of G ſhe conſented to 
the 
Lord ſhould order us; and I faid, In che lr of the 5 
Lord, I receive these as the gift of God to mes 80 1 
reſted ſatisſied in the will of ene for a facther Ace 


 compliſhment of it. a - 


Under a weighty bee which way to take 
each wither i in marriage, we concluded to lay our gro- 


_ceedings before our elders, and eſpecially our ancient: 


friend George Fox 3 (people in thoſe days were mar- 
ried by a prieſt, or before a. juſtice) and I told G. 
Fox, we thought to take each other in a publick 


meeting ſo he defired the Lord to be with us, And 
_ When we ſaw our clearneſs in the Lord, we went to 


the Snail meeting, in Tower-Street, London, in the 


and that arif, ve took cach other to be man 
and wife. . 


God F 


going together. It was not for gold nor ſilver, nor 


any outward. thing ; but to be ſerviceable. to him in | 
eur age and generation, and to ftand witneſſes for 


bim and his bleſſed truth, where he ſhould ſend us. I 


I might ay with Tobias, Thou madeft Alam, and 


63 e | 
C3 "then | 


% haſte we could to come to the country, where we be- 
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TOP in the night, e cs colonel Maſtyn, 
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then cams mankind. The. baft Haig, I is not feat 
rhe nor Heal be de lat ne; ale bien jon wid Bhs 


himſelf. Tobit viii. 6. 3 
; Soon aſter, in the Lord's time, we vids what 


lieved the Lord would have us to be, and we ſaid, O 


Tord, if thou wilt ge with us in our way, and give 
u bread to eat, and raiment to put on, then, O Lord, 
. thou ſbalt be our God; and the Lord was with us in 
Wy: . 
oy _ fortable preſence, — 5 „ . 


Soon aſter we came to Welch-Pool; thoſe pro- 


feſſors, who had been and were in great power, be- 


gan to be faint-hearted, becauſe of the report of 
bringing in King Charles the ſecond; Which in a 


be time was accomplihed, and thoſe that were. in 
| Strat pomp, were brought to priſon themſel yes. And 
5 I was had before the firſt juſtices that were made in 
male parte by the authority of king Charles che ſe- 


cond, in the year 1660, notwithſtanding I was a pri- 


ſioner to the magiſtrate of the town. When I went 
up before them, many of the people of the town fol- 


lowed me, to ſee what would become of me, and to 


| what priſon they would ſend me, or what puniſhment 


they would inflit upon me. But the Lord was with 


me, and I feared not man, whoſe breath is in his 


noſtrils, but the living God, whom I deſired to obey 
in all things. When I was come into the room, it 


and 
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, andthe Juſtices, ſtood as people in amaze, to ſee me 


\ come with my hat on my head amongſt them, and 


- ſpoke not one word to me for ſome time. In a little 


while, I aſked them, whether they ſent far me there x 
they faid, they did. One of the juſtice aſked me, 
where I had that new way, and flrange religion; 1 
anſwered him, It was the good old way that the pro- 
phets and ſervants of God lived and walked in; and 


that way I had found, and deſired to walk in it all 


my days. That juſtice was peeviſh, and ſaid, I think 


the man is mad; I think we muſt have him whipt : 


though I anſwered them according to ſcripture, yet 


| they were ignorant of it. They demanded of me 


to take the oath of allegiance and ſupremacy; I told 


them, that my Lord and Maſter Chriſt Jeſus and bis 


apoſtle James, commanded me not to fivear at all. 
They had a prieft with them, who took upon him to 
queſtion me. The firſt thing he aſked me was, which. 
was firft, reaſon. or ſcripture; I told him, reaſon 
was before ſeripture; God made man a reaſonable 
creature, in his own image ; and the- firſt part of the 


ſcriptures now extant, as writ by Meſes: tho 


apoſtle tells us, That the law came by Moſes, but grace 7 
and truth c by Feſus Chriſt. I farther told them 


. that holy men of God gave them forth as they were * 


moved by the Holy Ghoft. As tb this, they ſeemed to 
be ſatisfied, But the prieſt put ſome enſnaring queſ- 
tions to me; and when ] perceived it, I aſked the 
Juſtices, what that man was ; whether he was-a juſtice. 
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Prieſt ; they ſaid, They boked upon him to be a fitter, 


mus than them/ehves to diſcourſe with me about religion. 


T told them, I thought he was as the high-prieft | 
among the Jews, who put enſnaring queſtions to 
_ Chriſt, when he was brought before them, to ſeck to, 


make him an offender ; and turned myſelf to the 


5 me an offender. Then the prieſt leſt me, and the 1 


3 give them no bail, for truth binds me to my good, 


E 


juſtices, and deſired them to take notice of that man, 
w who laid thoſe enſnaring queſtions, to ſeek to! make 


juſtices aſked me, feeing I would not take the oaths, ' 
Whether I would give bail; and ſaid, they would take 
my father's bail fer my good behaviour... I told them, 
my cauſe was juſt, and I was innocent, and would 


"behaviour. Then the high-ſheriff, a very fair man, 
told me, 1 was @ firange map, and of a firange per- 
te come with my hat upon my head among them, 
and would not take the oaths, nor give bail. You know, 


ua he, that Paul ſaid to Feſtus, Noble Feſtus, I told. 


3p him, that Paul had tried Feſtus, but I had not as yet 


| tried him; and it might be, that 1 might ſpeak of 


= him, Noble Sheriff. Upon this they were moſt of 
| them very pleaſant. He aſked me, whom I did know 
. thre were everal juſtices my Men, fe- 


1 of one. of them ;. bur told Binn I knew the chief 


die Then they called for him, and aſked him, 


magiſtrate of the town, Charles Jones, whoſe priſon- 


whether 
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— z he ſaid be did very well, for 1 
was born and. bred in the town among them, and was 
a. very honeſt. young man all along; but, ſaid he, 
what devil he hath. now, I know not. Fhey aſked 
him, whether I was his priſoner ; he ſaid, I was. Then, 
ſaid the juſtices, take him. again to your cuſlady. As I 
was going out of: the room, I told them, that! 
brought a good hat on my head there, but was going 
away without it, for ſome of the baſer ſort had con- 
veyed it away, but the juſtices made diligent ſearen 
about it-; ſo it was brought me again, and put upon 
my. head, and they parted with me very friendly, and 
bid me go home to. my wife and. family. Many of 
the inhabitants of the town. accompanied me home, +} 
praiſing God in their way. for. my: deliverance, for  . 
ſeveral things were threatened againſt me.; but, bleſſed 

be God, truth was over all and had dominion; and 

the witneſs of. God was reached in many. of them, 

and the high-ſheriff- continued loving and kind to 
friends, and ready to ſerve. them in what he could al! 
his life · time,, as alſo was his deputy-ſheriff, and ſe: 
veral other of the juſtices... of 
About the third month,, 1660, b 
feſlors, captains, lieutenants and ſoldiers, that were 
in arms in Oliver's and Richard Cromwell's days, 
were put in priſon in the town of Montgomery... My 
wife and I. did foreſee, that I ſhould be ſent there-to | 
them, though I never was 2 ſoldien nor bore ß 


. „ arms, 


u 2 troop of horſe for me, to bring me to priſon, 
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arms, for either fide. And in a little time there came 


My 
relations offered to give bail for me, but it was not 


accepted. So I went to acquaint my wife of it, and 


to make myſelf ready to go with them. One of the 
ſoldiers came up ſtairs aſter me, with a piſtol and 
naked ſword, and my wife raiſing herſelf up, and 
ſitting in bed, being delivered but three by xefor 
of her firſt child, the faid, Dear huſband, be faithful 
to God, whatever becomes of me. The ſoldier ſeeing 
her, retreated 'back. - So I went down to the troop 
of horſe ſtanding in the ſtreet before my houſe. There 
was among them one bad man, that run away in my 
father's debt, threatened to compel me to follow his 
Horſe's heels on foot many miles. But by this time 
ſeveral of the aldermen, and others of the town, were 
gathered together in the ſtreet, who defired this man, 
and others of the troop, to let me alone for that time, 
and they would engage body for body, that I ſhould 
be in priſon next morning but they could not pre- 
' vail, At length ſome of the aldermen fell into a 
rage, and bid them meddle with me if they durſt; and 
bid me go to my houſe, which I was not willing to 
do, for great fear came upon me, leſt there ſhould be 
2 quarrel: among them concerning my going or ſtay- 
ing. But one or two of the aldermen, being more 
Cionſiderate than the reſt, deſired their patience till the 
captain might be ſpoken with, who was then in town. 
He ſoon granted that I ſhould ſtay at home that night, 
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and be | in Montgomery priſon next morning, and was 
angry at that bad man for his incivility towards the 
- aldermen that interceded for me; | for the captain - 
knew I was a peaceable man, and never concerned 
myſelf in fighting for one fide or other. When the 
troop had their orders, they went on their way z 
and I praiſed God, in the multitude of his mer- 
cies, that there was no blood ſhed that day; for 
many of the young men of the town, with the alder- 
men, were gathered together with clubs and ſtaves, 
ſaying, What, ſhould a town's born child be fo abuſed 
by fuch a bad felloyy as that was, before-mentioned : 
my heart often trembled within me, leſt any thing 
ſhould fall amiſs in this tumult ; and I deſired them 
- often,, before they went to the captain, that I might 
go along with them towards my 'priſoh. f 
80 that night I ſtaid at home, and next morning 
took my journey towards my priſon at Montgomery. 
L avoided the houſe of my .uncle, a juſtice of the 
peace-in this county, near my way, and brother- in- 
law to this captain, leſt he ſhould ſtop me from going 
to priſon, So I went there myſelf alone, and told 
the marſhal, Jobn Maſon, that I was come a pri : 
Toner ; and he took me up to an upper garret 
my lodging, but 1 had the liberty of the houſe, 28 
well as other priſoners, there being many Preſbyte · 
rians, Independents, and Baptiſts, who were formerly 
my great acquaintance ; but ndw they appeared very 
Arange,. and would not diſcourſe with me, I con- 
| C6. ſidered 
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me. I wrote a few lines to {end home to my wife, 
1 Du knew not by whom. to. End it, for it was very 
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formal church-members of profeſſorz had agreed 
among themſelves that they would not diſcourſe with 
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me, nor receive any books from me, left the moſt 


ſerious inward Chriſtians; amongſt them ſhould turn 


meeting, ſometimes having little to fay among them, 
| but a figh or a groan, and a travail in my ſpirit for 


| them, which did often put them out of onder in their 
preaching and praying z, and. as the Lord would order 


n, I ſpoke a few words among them. A Baptiſt was 
convinced there, and came to. meet with me in my 
room, Cadwalader Edwards alſo was convinced, 


- and came up with us to. meet in the priſdn , and then 


 Giſcourſings and diſputes began between them and 


© hard to fend any papers out of priſon ; the marſhal, 


. would 'examine and ſearch ſuch as came 


In, or went out for letters. An old friend, an ac- 


Juaintance of mine, came to viſit her friends and bre- 


 thren the profeſſors, in priſon, whom I deſired to carry 
at letter to my wiſe, as ſhe went through our town, 
of Welch-Podl, to her home; ſhe was afraid to med- 
Aue with it, partly for fear of the jaiter, and alſo leſt 
the ſhould offend her brethren there. 1 defired her 
dot to be afraid, for I would read it to her firſt, and 
e * and after I had 
7 Nea 
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| Quakers. But in a little time their orders and cove» 
Hants were broken, and I was moved. to go to their 
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„ 
brethren again, and ſaid, Surely theſe people will never — 
come to us, but we muſt go to them. JE | 
through much trouble and afflition, ſhe came to re- 


ceive the truth, to live in it, and obey it; ber nama 


was Margaret Bowen, wife of John Bowen, of Coll · 
fryn, and mother to Peter Bowen in Martg's le | 
Grand, London. | 

ins Betls Gai ny. flovics. as over among 'thol 
profeſſors in that priſon, and the Lord made way for 
my enlargement. In about two weeks L came away, 


and left the reft of the priſoners there, where they 


continued a conſiderable time. I was well fatished 
with the goodneſs of God, that I found his preſence, 
life and power with me, a preſent help in the time 


of need, which kept me low and humble, that 1 durſt ©. 
| not rejoice that ſpirits were made ſubject ; but rather 


rejoice, that I found my name written in heaven. - I 
came home in great love and peace to-my wife and 


family, and many of my loving neighbours rejoiced 


to foe me. 

1 continued about . 
waited upon God to know his mind and will con- 
cerning me. In this time I heard of an honeſt old 
woman, who had received the truth ſome time before 
at Montgomery, her name was Anne Hamon, wife 
eee 


, 8 


3 
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"Kok the year 1661, I went to a meeting at Edge 
mont, near Wem, in Shropſhire, Here our friend 


William Gibſon and I were taken priſoners, with 


about 25 or 26 more, and ſent to Shrewſbury. We 


_ - found the temper of the jailer to be very cruel. He 


threatened us with a great deal of hardſhip, if we did 
not eat of his meat, drink of his drink, and lie on 

bis beds, and give him what he demanded. We told 
bim, we were the king's priſoners, and demanded a 


* free priſon, and ftraw to lie upon; but he in a rage 


denied us that, and put us in a little room,. where 
there was ſcarce place for us to lie down. When 
night came, fleep came upon us, we being weary by 
travelling ſo many miles. on foot,. but we were .made 
willing and able to ſuffer all things; fo that night we 
lay upon the boards, and it was pleaſant unto us, be- 
ing warm weather, and about the time of hay-harveſt. 
The next morning we were very freſh and well, 
praiſing God for his mercies and goodneſs to us, 
when the jailer came to us, and aſked,. How we liked. 
our lodging,. and how we ſlept ; we told him, We ſlept 
in peace of conſcience and quietneſs of mind, for we 
ſuffered for conſcience-ſake towards God, and durſt 
not break the command of Chriſt and the apoſtle, 
who commanded us, not to ſiucar at all. For our ſup- 
poſed tranſgreſſion was hot only for meeting together, 
but for refuſing the oaths of allegiance and ſupremacy. 
I ÿVbe jailer being a very paſſionate inconſiderate man, 
{We <6 a 6 wang from his own houſe, and 
| not 
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not come back tilt night, and then returned ſo drunk 
en, that he could hardly fpeak or ſtand. The next 
night when we went to lie down, the room was ſo 
little we could not all lie at once. The next morn- 
ing we complained to the jailer, that there was not 
enough of room for us all to lie down, and deſired 


granted us. By this time the friends of the town had 
liberty to come to viſit us, and to bring us in ſome 
proviſion; and when the door was opened for us to 
go into another room, there being a. bedſtead. with 
cords in that room, William Gibſon and 1 lay upon 
the cords, and next morning we found, that the print 
of the cords was not only in our clothes, but in our 
kin alſo, ſo that it had been eaſier for us to have 
Hin upon the boards, as we did before. By this time, 
having well obſerved” the jailer's humour and temper, - 
F began to be uneaſy in myſelf to let him alone; fo 
I watched him in the morning upon his firſt riſing, 
When he came to the court before our priſon. door, 

and began to diſcourſe with him about the priſoners 
that lay in ſuch: hardſhip. I told him, they were honeſt 
men, and *moſt of them maſters of families, and hac 
good beds to lie upon at home, but now they were 
content for Chriſt's and the goſpel's fake, to ſuffer 
that hardſhip, I defired him to let them have liberty 
to go to their friends in town at night, and to come 
were in the morning; and if he would not be pleaſed 

to grant them a little ſtraw, then to let them go lie in 


Uim ts lec un have a Belle Mes but it would not be 


„„ * 1 
eh en hein g which be furkly denied, calling ther 
a company of rogues and knaves,. and ſuch like terms. 
Le aſked me, N bat made me plead for them.; I told 
bim, they were my ſriends. He anſwered, Why your 
t You are no Quaker, are you? I.faid, I am 
called a Quaker. He anſwered, You de not.look lite @ 

Quaker; and he looked me in my face, and on my 
bands and body. I defired him not to diſgrace me ſo, 
as to tell me I was no Quaker. Then he aſked me,; 
where Iliued ;; I told him, when. I was at home DB 

ed at Welche PGob and my family was there. But, 
ſaid be, where are you-now £ L aſked him,, whether he 
did not know 1. was a priſoner. there. with my friends 3. | 
and he aſked me, whether I did: lie. upon the boards: 
with them; 1. told. him, Ldid.. He ſaid, be was ſorry: 
for it ; but. went away in anger, being much diſcon-- 

+ _ tented in himſelf, I did not ſee. him till next morn 
"4 ing, at which, tinie I. went. to bim again, and friendly: 

diſcourſed with him; he ſaid, he ingpired about me in 

” town, and I might take the liberty, of the town... I ac 

4 knowledged his kindneſs ;. but told bim, it would be 
no comfort to me, to have the liberty, of the town, 
and leave my. friends and brethren there. . He ſaid, 

ten I. might. gay. there. with them. 80 I did not ſee 
bi dil ce next morning, and then I went to him 
again. He was fo croſs and ill-conditioned, he would 
not. ſuffer. any other friend to ſpeak to him. William 
Gidſon did ſo judge him for. his wickedneſs that he 
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gh Iing an lte Ire dis ies th" 
riends might have the liberty of the town in the 
night, and be there in the morning. So the next dax 
he began to be more friendly to us. After ſome days, 

I deſired our friend John Millington to come with me 
to the jailer's houſe, to ſee whether we could have 
leave to go home till the next affizes ; but then it was 
not granted 3; but he told me, if / pleaſed, I might go 
home till then. I told him, he might as freely let them 
go as me, for moſt of them lived in the county, and 
I lived out of the county; but no more could we have 
that time of him. I was uneaſy in myſelf (ſeeing 1 
had got a place in him) to let him alone, and preſſed 
for my friends farther liberty. A little time aſter - 
wards, by ſerious arguments, as it was harveſt time, 


friend John Millington, prevailed with him to let 
them go, and he took our words for our —— 
at the next afſize. . _ 


and found a great alteration in the jailer; he was 


maleſactor, and was to be tried for his life for his 
eſcape. He was very loving and kind to us, and let 
friends go themſelves to Bridgenorth, about 24 miles, 
where the aflizes was then held; and he deſired me 
to ſtay with him in his affliction, and not be much 


and hard for their wives, or ſome of their families, to © 
come with weekly neceſſaries for them, I, with my 


Through the goodneſs of God, dan... 
gether to Shrewſbury, to our priſon before the aflizer, 


very low and mournful. He had loſt a priſoner, a 1 


and the judge would ſhew him any mercy, he faid, it 
was upon our friends account, and not for any deſerts | 

that were in himſelf, for he confeſſed he had been too 
8 ſevere to us; but notwithſtanding, ſaid he, you are 


that friends ſhould go out by two and two, to walk 
.._ _ the ſtreets; for it was a ſtrange thing to people 
t hear of, Quakers, Once it fell to my lot to be 


| who appeared ſomething like a gentleman; and afked 
me, whether be might ſee the Duakers ; 1 defired him 
to walk up along with me, and he ſhould fee them. 
When I: had brought him up to the room where 


He anſwered,” theſe be Chriſtians, lite ourſelves, but 
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from Hint, He faid his life was at flake, and if God 


merciful men, and can forgive wrongs and injuries. 

When we came to Bridgenorth, we were put in a 
large ſpacious room in the houſe e . to be 
there in the day- time, that we might be all together, 
and ready when called for; but we had liberty of 
going in and out for lodging, and what neceſſaries 
we wanted; no keeper being over us, but what we 
ſet ourſelves (0 look to the door, and that too many 
friends might not be out at once, and thofe were not 
to ſtay out too long. We ſaw it was convenient, 


at the door, (though the door was aways open, 
that ſuch. who would, might come and ſee us; with 
ſeveral of whom we had reafonings and diſputes about 
the way of truth and righteouſneſs) there eame one, 


friends were walking, I told him, thoſe were they. 


whert are the Puakers ? I told him, theſe” were they 
that were called Quakers, He aſked me, whether 1 
7 FA. was 
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had an ern to — to ku the wy 
truth, and that the name of Quaker was given 
us in ſcorn and deriſion; and he departed very 
eg. Some people were ſo blind and dark in 
days, that they looked upon us to be ſome 

ge creatures, and not like other men and 
„omen. They would gathet much about us in 
he town, and we had good opportunities to ſpeak of 
ie things of God to them. But I was pretty much 
with the jailer, waiting when his trial would be: 
and when it came, I went with him, and ſtood ſome- 
what. hear him, which he was very glad of. The jury 
cleared him, being not ſound guilty of a wilful eſcape ; 
which was gladneis to him, and ſatisfaction to us. 
And when the affizes was near at an end, the judge 
returned us ta one juſtice Holland, except William” 
Oi to whom the judge put it, whether he would 
„ Dome, 'if be ters diſcharged ; but he could not 
make the judge ſuch u promiſe as he required, ſo he 
were freely and ſriendly diſcharged, having had good 
ſervice in that town, and the Lord was with us, and 
brought us fafe home, to the comfort of our families 
and ourſelves; and we have cauſe to bleſs and praiſe 
the name of the Lord for ever, for all his mercies 
and goodneſs to us all along, inthe time of our af- 
flid ions and perſecutions. We could ſay, Surely God 
ir good 10 Iſrach” a AN 
unte him with an upright heart, 3 


e, et Salep, 2 worthy: and faithful labourer, in 


 Welch-Pook This was in the ninth month, 1662. 
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Ace aste, a farther concern came upon me 
about meetings in this country. One that was con- 
there, viz. Cadwaladar Edwards, who lived near Do- 
lebran, promiſed me that we ſhould have his boule to 
keep a meeting in. I went to know, whether he 
would perform his promiſe, which be readily. granted; 
and I appointed the day and time with him, which he 
| gave notice of to his neighbours thereabouts. B being 
deſtitute of a friend to accompany me to the meeting, 

_. depended upon the Lord, that he would provide a 
— - Guitable, companion to go with me. And my: wife 
going to Shrewſbury, I told her of the meeting, and 
defired her to ſpeak to friends there of it, that if there 
along wich ber. There happened to be Richard 


the goſpel, who came along with her to our houſe in 


A day or two aſter, we went to the meeting, where 
came in Charles Lleyd, of Dolebran, who was form- 
| erly in commiſſion of the peace, and had been in 
_ eleftion to be high-ſheriff of that county) and alſo 
ſeveral of his well-meaning neighbours, ſome of them 
were profeſſors, belonging to the fame people that I 
but afforded unto us his good preſence ; life and 
power came from him, that reached to the hearts-and 
eder of __— en enen . 
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cots Ede to the truth, life 415 power er 
God,” that ppesred wich us that time; and in the 
love, fear, and life of truth we parted: - 

Te ana mids Whey Rt ills Avg, 
of Dolebran, who tenderly received us, and ſeyeral 
that were at the meeting, came there that day; 
where we had a ſweet, comfortable, refreſhing time, 
in the preſence of the Lord; as it is faid, in bis 
preſence is fun jey, am at his right hand there 
wre pleafures for rvermore, Plal. xvi 1. 
The report of this meeting went through the coun- 
try, ſome ſaying, that moſt of that fide of the country 


about” three miles from Dolebran. © After ſome dif- 
courſe with them, he ſent them to Welch-Povl to 
priſon, for refuſing to take the oath of allegiance and 
ſupremacy, which they refuſed, becauſe they could 
not'ſwear at all; they being about fix ſent together, 
vin. Charles Lloyd, Hugh David, Richard David, 
Cadwallader Edwards, Anne Lawrence, Sarah Wil- 
ſon, & c. g 1 of ves” wort; very un | 
Priſotiers. * 

IRR SS eee 
nam Lewis, and Margaret his wife, who were owners 
of the houſe at Cloddierochion, "befote-mentioned, 
Where I was oed co go, about the year 2657, 'to a 
meeting of the profeſſors, afterwards the place of my 
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S ode. This William Lewis, my near relation, was 
be that led me out of the houſe, to the common, and 
ſhut the gate againſt me, as before related, page 30, 
And thus the word of the Lord was fulfilled;- that 
came to me then, That thoſe people ſhould own' and 
receive truth, and that houſe ſhould be a meeting-houſs 
eee perm ee ee 


The — of Mens Fo n heing ten. 
dered to them, they could not take it for conſcience- 
fake ; ſwearing at all being forbidden by Chriſt. and 
his apoſtle James; ſo they were ſent to priſon, and 
continued priſoners there. Edward Evans alſo, an 
| honeſt and ſubſtantial man, as committed to priſon 
for the ſame ſuppoſed offence, who was convinced 
ſome time before! 1 having. had ſome weighty, di- 
- courſe with him about the things of God. He told 
me, when he was in priſon. with Vavaſor Powell, with 

many more of their brethren in Pool. jail, that Vava- 
ſor leaning upon a window of their priſon that opened 
to the ſtreet, ſaw me and my dear wife paſs by, and 
_ ſaid, Behold Zacharias and Elizabeth : it was. ſaid of 

them, that they walked in all the commandments of God 
blameleſs. This Edward Evans, and ſome others of 
the priſoners, looking out through the window, ſaw 
before had preached ſeverely againſt. - They looked 
upon it, that the Lord had forced him to give that 
* of us, and ad them, as Eduard 


| -* Evans 
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is laid, were convinced by that teſtimony of bis 
Wonder ie e bee came to live 
in obedience to the truth, and ſuffered for it. | 
Theſe priſoners were kept very cloſe, ſome of them 
were ſubſtantial freeholders, who were put in a dirty 
naſty place near the ſtable and houſe of office, being 

low room 3 the felons and other malefactors in a 
bamber over head, their chamber-pots and excre- 
ments, &c, often falling upon them. Charles Lloyd, 
who was a little, before in commiſſion of the peace, 
was put in a little ſmoaky room, and did lie upon a 
ittle ſtraw himſelf for a conſiderable time; and at 
length his tender wife Elizabeth, that was of a con- 
ſiderable family, (daughter of Sampſon Lort, neat 
Pembroke in South Wales) was made willing to lie 
upon ſtraw with her dear and tender huſband. And 
thus they both, with the reſt of friends, did rather 


chooſe to ſuffer aſfliction with the people of God, than * 


enjey the pleafures of fin for a ſeaſon. | 
I ſtaid at home with them for ſome time, keeping 


our meetings in priſon ; but at length the jailer had 
ſtri& charge to keep me from among them, alledging, 
that I ſtrengthened them in their way and principles: 
and when the jailer kept me out, I went to a neigh 
TING , Ing Ahoy? e ee to ſee them, 
and ſpeak with them. t Waf u 
| The ſufferings of friends deikg dd oily enact | 
Kill increaſing, they ſent the following paper to the 
COON I Tune | 
To 
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1 we, who by the ſcorners of this world (that 
en, are called Quakers, are detained 
& and kept cloſe priſoners, only for the teſtimony of 
2 gcod conſcience towards God and man, our 
| * < friends not being ſuffered to viſit us, though drunk- 
1 * ards, liars, thieves and robbers, are not debarred of 
A their friends admittance to them. This unheard of 
"© cruelty, were enough itſelf to eſtabliſh us in our 
© ways, if they were never ſo erroneous, as you ſay. 
This we are perſwaded in our hearts, that never 
dd Chriſt, nor any of his apoſtles, uſe this, or any 
A other way of cruelty, or perſecution, to convince 
WW ©. any of. their errors, but contrarywiſe, by ſound 
a | ©. others, at they would they ſhould ds unto them; for 
that was the rule that Chriſt left to true Chriſtians. 
Now conſider, in the ſoberneſs of your hearts 

ö © and ſpirits, that if you were in our condition, would 
n not you deſire your enlargement? And ſeeing it is 
” _ -* the king's clemency, in a declaration bearing date 
"+ - © the 26th day of December, 1662, wherein he ſays, 

be is glad to lay bold on this occaſion, ts re-eflabliſh 
and renew unto all bis fubjetts concerned in thee 
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This ee ee promie 


e made at Breda, upon the word of a king, viz. 


3 . is declare all liberty to tender ——— ond 


©: chat ny thn Hall be diſquieted, or callad in queftim 
© for differences of opinions in matters of religion. And 
© moreover, he ſaith, in the ſame declaration; as for 
*© peaceablyy de not conform: ibereumto through ſcruple 
and tenderneſs of miſguided conſciences, but modeſih, 
© without | ſcandal, perform their devotions in their own 
© is bis fatherly care, to publiſh this his declaration, 


© to flop and prevent all other. acting, according to 


© former, atts made againſt liberty. of tender conſciences. 
© And we hope that you will be as favourable to us, 
your neighbours, (ſeeing power is committed to 
« your hands) as the king, being chief magiſtrate, is 
© unto his ſubj ects. Theſe things have we ſeen fit 
© and convenient to lay before- you, that you may 
© underſtand we are not ignorant of the 'king's cle- 
© mency towards us. And we (whoſe names are 


» oe Z 


© underyritten) do wait the fulfilling and performing £ 


nenn by you who 
< profeſs yourſelves to be his obedient and loyal ſub- 
© jets; notwithſtanding all which former words. and 
< promiſes of the king, the ſupreme magiſtrate, we 
* have been perſecuted more by vou, his inferior 
* magiſtrates in this county, than in many other 
counts. n eee ee. 
e 5 Ddout 


V 
| R  \tcenthſe for thay; if you do perſecute us; 

© withoat,any'icauſe/from ut, or any ee 
e ſupreme magiſtrate, the hing of England. If you 
s juſtice herein, che Lord willibleG-you if not, 
IN iin will lie at your door. 4814 ec etetr 
3 © 'Theſe from your friends, that deſire the good und 
* © welfare of your ſouls and bodies, that have received 
C the ſpitit of meekneſs ; that can pray for them that 
e perſecute us, and deſpitefully uſe us; wilo in pa- 
o 4 tience and long-ſuffering are content to ſubmit to 
+ eee ere, een eg rar" 
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- Made predict vine; Who received me kindly; kad 
there I ſettled a meeting among them, in the power 1 
of God and from thence I came home, where I ftaid 
but a little while, to viſit theſe priſoners. Soon after Pp 
I went to the houſe of Owen Lewis, at Tyddyn y 
Gareg, near Dolegelle, in Merionethſhire, a man 
that had been in commiſſion of the peace in Oliver's 0-4 
days, and was newly come from priſon from Bala, 
-who received me kindly, (he was firſt convinced by 
Thomas Briggs.) From thence I went to Robert 
Owen's, of Dolycere, near Dolegelle, who had alſo 
been a juſtice of peace, and a commander in Qliver's 
time. He received me and my teſtimony z as did 
alſo Owen Humphrey of Llwyngwril, near the ſea- 
fide in the faid county, (who was a juſtice of the 
peace in Oliver's days) and his father, his brothers 
Samuel and John Humphrey, Theſe, with many 
more there, received the truth in the love of it, and 
continued faithful, ſerviceable men in their country, 
kept meetings in their houſes, and many were gather- 
eld to the Lord among the rocks and mountains in 
thoſe parts; this was in the year 1662. Aſter this 
Journey, the Lord brought me ſafe home to my wife 
deen e Ki peer Murg tt 
12 the Lord. 
Not long aſter this Thomas Lioyd, brother to 


'Chatles Liojd of Dolebran, hearing his brother was 
in priſon, came from Oxford to viſit him, having 
bom er ee eee 

| Charles 


t. 60 


'1harles had been before him). they told me, EW 


great ſufferings of friends, in that city of Oxford, hy 


I od be eee eee 


rr and they had ſome ſecret 
dove for friends then. So when Thomas Lloyd came 


home, being ſome time with friends in priſon, and 


elſerhere, the Lord opened his underſtanding by his 
light, life, and power, and he received the truth and 


aim, and went no more to Oxford for learning; and 


= I may ſay with David, The. Lord made him wiſer than | 


All bis former teachers, He ſtaid pretty much at home, 
And with his eldeſt brother n.. and in 


© atbeſeparts, | 
Ts jailer of Welch-Pool was very cruel. FSR 


7% e ee in that naſty hole before- men- 


to be buried, except we would pay the coroner, and 
Jo clear him, as if he had no hand in his death; but 
at laſt his relations prevailed without a coroner's in- 


Happened, as they were digging the grave, they found 
- + done bones of a man, and upon inquiry in ſome old 
-records, it was ſaid, there was an old judge buried 


. 8 


ens obedient to it, took up his daily croſs, and fal- 
loed Jeſus, came to be. his diſciple, was taught-by- 


tioned, till Edward Evans fell fick, by reaſon of the 
©. , dampneſs and unhealthineſs of. the room, and died; 


queſt; and they took and buried him on an hill, on the | 
back- ide of the ſteeple- houſe in Welch-Poot ; and it 
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finee, Judge's Hill, We had got no unn plac 


of our own then, but were about haying one. 


—. * : 
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Thomas Lloyd and I not being priſoners now, 
though (except us two) moſt that were then con- 
vinced were priſoners; the report of ſuch who were 
turned Quakers, being ſpread abroad, they were ſoun 
' ſent for before, a magiſtrate, and the oath of alle- 
giance and fupremacy was tendered both to men and 
women; and they for conſcience-ſake refuſing it, 
were ſent to priſon, in order to be:premunired. _ _. 
My friend Thomas Lloyd and I were moved to go 
and viſit moſt of the juſtices that had a hand in com- 
mitting friends to priſon ; we began at the fartheſt 
juſtice towards Machynſſeth, and came down to Ed- 

ward Lord Herbert, Baron of Cherbury, at We 
| aforeſaid, who had committed Charles Lloyd, and 
ſeveral other friends; we underſtood on the way, that 
he was at a bowling-green, and ſeveral with him, 
near a place called the Cann - Office, near thehighway- 
ſide, and not far from Llyſfin, where we beheld them ' 
bowling. We conſidered wich each other, which ' 
way to take, there being a peeviſh prieſt; the fait ' © 
lord's - chaplain, with them; ſo I aſked Thomas 
Lloyd, whether he would engage the prieſt in dif- 4 
courſe, or go to the ſaid lord; which he choſe, and 
got into the green leiſurely towards him, where moſt 
of them knew Thomas; but he went not in their 
complementing poſtire. . . He ſtaid there but a little _ 
wate, and they broke up their game, and while he 

D 3 diſcourſed 
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1 e . 
. diſcourſe with the Lord Herbert, I diſcourſed a little 
W . with the prieſt. Lord Herbert coming towards the 
| prieſt and me, he faid to the prieft, Ax. Junen bat 
baus you get there ? He anſwered, A Quaker, and 
naberdaſher of hats, that lives in Welch-Pool. Oh ' bg 
aid Lord Herbert, I thought he was ſuch an ones 
5 keeps bis hat ſa foft upon the block. Then he in- 
Nag and preparing to come down a great 
_ditgb, I ſtepped don to lend him my hand to help 
nim; another prieſt would have ſtepped between me 
aun him, but Lord Herbert refuſed the prieſt's help "hy 
=. and ſtopping a little, ſaid to the prieſt, Here is a bro- 
W ther that ſtands by will Gy, The blind leads the blind, 
and both will. fall inte the ditch. The prieſt was fo 
drunk, that he could not ſtand by himſelf. This 
lord being a very big fat man, took my help to come 
down, ſo we went along with him towards his own 
houſe at Llyffin, laying the ſufferings of our friends 
before him, and that their ſufferings were for their 
conſeiences - ſake towards God. He gaye us no grant 
then for their enlargement, but we heard that he ſent 
private inſtructions, and they had more liberty. The 
eee quan la tie and 
there he let friends go, which was a ſweet conve- 
nient place near the fields, without any keeper over 
them, and they had the liberty of the town, and to 
go where they pleaſed, except to their own houſes. 15 70 
80 Charles Lloyd took a. houſe in town, for him 
aner 3 IT or eng 
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1 Ten 
e 10 that. bons of the! Jaiker's: aforeſaid; r n 
e years. Moſt of friends by this time being under 4 
t. promunire, many friends came from ſeveral places to 
d viſit them, and thoſe that were convinced towards? 
Y Machynlleth, William Evans, and ſeveral others of 


that end of the county, (who were formerly Inde- 
pendents) were ſent here to pri ſon upon the ſame ac- = 
count, refuſing to take the oaths of allegiance and 
ſupreniacy, Peter Price alſo, a worthy man of Rad- 
norſhire, was ſent to this priſon 3 he had been in 
commiſſion of: the peace-in Oliver's days; he, with 
ſeveral: dthers| with him, were committed by the 
juſtices of this :coanty,' to the houſe of correction in 
Welch Pooh for three months, as vagrunts, becauſe 
they came out of their own county Radnorſhire, ad- 
joining 10 this coutity of Montgomeryſhire, where 
they remained tlie three months; but they had the 
liberty of be town, and to go to mestings with the 
reſt of the'priſoners. © Other friends, that lived in and 
about the town, met with them in priſon, and con- 
ſiderable meetings we had in that houſe. | 
A little after this, Thomas Ellis, called a Deacon 
in the Independent congregation, was convinced; a 
man of great eſteem among them, and fo he was alſo 
afterwards" amongſt us. He came to my houſe to 
viſit the priſoners, his former fellow church members, 
and ſhewed me a letter that came to him from their 
miniſter, Vavaſor Powell, lamenting the deplorable 
„ eee e eee ſay- 
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manded them to be taken away, but 1 
ready to do it. Then their miniſters Varaſos Powell 


called, Brother Ellis, take them away. Thomas Ellis 


275 ; wt 6% 7 | 
| ie Thes he" Chrifiant wire in great danger tr , 
plit between two: rocks, that was, the World and . 
(meaning the Quakers) but the worfl, ſaid he, is ©, 
But the Lord had opened Thomas Ellis's underſtand- 

ing, and given him a ſight of their decay and formali- 
ties. Some yeats before the Lord did break in among 

them, to the conyincing of many of them; for Tho- 
mas told me, that there came two women friends 
among them, in the time of their breaking of their 
bread, (I fuppoſe it was before I came from London) 
and when they had the motion of truth upon them, 
they opened their mouths in the name of the Lord, in 
much fear and humility-; ſo that the Independent 
elders ſtood ſtill and gave the women leave to ſpeak 


what they had to ſay to the people; then the profeſſors 
went on again with their bufineſs, and after ſome 


time the friends ſpoke again; and then they com- 


told me, that he remembered Chriſt was not haſty 
in paſſing ſentence upon the woman, that the Jews 


brought before him in the caſe of adultery; but he 


Aliaped down, and wrote with, his finger upon the ground, 
as though he heard them not. So T. Ellis told me, he 


| was not willing to take them away, till they had fully 


cleared themſelves of hat was upon them to deliver 


among them; but at laſt they called to him again, 
amd bid him take them away, Then he aroſe from. 
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among the campany and went to them, and defired 
them to go with him to the next room, for he had” 
ſomething to ſay to them, and the friends, went rea» 

ay. with him ; then he told them on this wiſe : 

Friends, you ſee how we are met together Bere; we. 
are like the Prodigal, who was ſpending his portion, 
al 2 Ibo 4 A ge pe and when we have 
t all, we muſt return to our heavenly Father, and 
hdd? of A RP IS The friends went away 
well ſatisfied. I have made much inquiry who theſe 
friends were, and from whence they eame, but could 


rape not certainly learn who they were. As for our friend 

A Thomas Ellis, the Lord bleſſed him, and poured his | 

ban ſpirit upon him, and gave him part of the miniſtry, | 

8 and he became a faithful labourer and ſerviceable man. 

* amang us; and at length he was made s priſoner 

8 ; here at Welch-P. ool. * | 
£74 About year 1663, our friend James Parkes | 

£24 came from the north, hearing that ſome of his ac- 

lis. quaintance and fellow church members owned truth 17 

ally he came to give them a viſit in the Iove of God, and 

_ alſo to viſit thoſe Independents he formerly walked 

FI among that were not convinced ; and he left a paper 
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been called churches of Chrift,- and members 1 
* body, and followers of the Lamb. 1 am come in 
6 my. Father“ 
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4 mentation ll hae FR tid Gul, * 
1 the we of Chrift Felus, unto all the Profeſors in 
. ales, efpecially thoſe | about Wrexham in Den- 
© bighthire, and Meleb-Poul in Mentgomeryſhire, zohom 
Ne 3 I have known, and walked with, in a Fel. 
 lowſhip and Wor ſbip, el the Lord awakened me out 
_ of Sleep, and opened in mz an Ear to bear his Voice, 
 , which cried, Come out from amongſt therp, and 
de thou ſeparate 3 a ag 7651 
[Fill e thee... 
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Wrexham and Welch-Pool, and all. the 


© places and towns adjacent. thereunto, who. have 


b name to viſit you, and' irif'bowels of 


''© his love, in this the day of your calamity and ad- 


4 Its + 


4 verſity, baye I viſited many of you, in obedience to 


© his command, who ſent me in his name and fear 


< into thele parts, chiefly for your ſakes at this time, 


chat you. might bear, and come to fear him, whoſe 
a voice bath ſhaken the earth, and removed it out of 
© its place; and he is making the keepers of the 
: houſe to tremble, and he hath bound the ſtrong man 
in many, that was armed, and formerly kept the 
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5 he ie ien and cjanifeft in the. hearts; of thouſands,» 
© even; Chriſt, Jeſus, the Light of the world, who en- 
© lighteneth every one that cometh into the world, 
© that all in him, and through him, might believe. 
« He is dividing the ſpoil, and ſpoiling principalities 
© and powers; and they whoſe eyes come to ſee him 
© the, Lord of Hoſte, come to be undone. When 
© Moſes ſaw. the appearance of the Lord, he did ex-+ 
+ ceedingly fear and quake. It was he that made 
© Habakkuk tremble, and his lips to quiver. And 
© whoſoever comes to know Chriſt, muſt know him 
© through death, be baptized into his death,:and-ſuffer 
Wnt eee ogg 

im. repent of all wicked 
© and turn from ke before they ca „ -. 1npo=wes 
ſt and peace. Let none think God will wink 
ir wickedneſs, as he did in the times of igno- 
eme be is leaving alb without excuſe,- 
© and calling every man to repent. The light is? 
© riſen that manifeſts ſim and hypocriſy. in them that 
hold truth in · unrightoouſneſß,, it is not the name of 
eee 
turns. {41 

Oe profeſſurs of all ſorts,; from the lighslt to? 
e the loweſt, from the-richeſt to the pooreſ1: I Am- 
moved of the Lord God to warn you, that. while 
you have time and ſpace, you may be rodeemed out 
© of all evil; and that you might come out from 
ere ah ene" 

„„ 
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: 5 © fo blind, that you cannot ſee yourſelves to 
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© iniquity, who repent not of cheir eilt deede, to 


© give God the glery; and with the whirlwind of his 
_ © qrath, he will vex you in his ſore diſpleaſure.” 0 


© ye profeſſors of Chriſt, and the apoſtles words ! 


. © who are not come to his life, nor to be of the fame 


4 mind that he was of, who endured the contradiction 
4 of ſinners, and was made perfe& through ſuffer- 
*.ings; whom the apoſtles bore teſtimony io, and 


© ſuffered for ; being of the ſame mind, they did 
not ſhrink nor bow, nor let go their teſtimony, 


© when perſecution aroſe - becauſe of the word; but 
< they overchme by the blood of the Lamb, and by 


the word of his teſtimony, which they held; and 


© they loved not their lives unto death. Are you all 
ut 
6. of the light and image of Chrift, and out of their 
©, pratice, who followed him, and conſeſſeg him, and 


_ © did not deny him before men; neither did they 
change their religion, as the powers of the earth 


© changed. For whatſoever the powers of the earth 
© countenanced, or diſcountenanced, they mattered 


not, who were of the true church that is in God, 


© the Father of our Lord Jeſus Chrift, the Pillar and 


©, Ground of truth; bet jw C6 aber e 
a feſt ta be his will, that-they did ; and though they 
- © were charged, by the powers that were then, to 

« ſpeak no more in his name, yet they ſpoke i in his 
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*+ Date you fig; that you ate fins, alot this 
„ church of Chrift, and yet live in the bidath of his 
© commandments, who ſaid, Swear not at all; 'as 
© ſome more eminent in eſteem amongſt you have 
done, and have taught others to do? Doth not the 
land mourn becauſe of ſwearing ? Are not ſuch like 
© the: Scribes and Phariſees, who would not enter into 
© the kingdom of heaven themſelves, nor ſuffer them 
© that would to enter in? Are not ſuch now ſhutting 

© up the kingdom of heaven againſt men? And muſt 
© not the woes from the Lord be pronounced againſt 
„them? Yea, aſſuredly, and will overtake them; 

© paih ſhall ſuddenly come upon them, as on a tra- 
© vailing woman, and they ſhall not eſcape it. The 
eee eee eee * 
of theſe devourert who with good words and fair 
. 
n 5 honeſt amongſt you, and made mer- 
© chandiſe of them, by promiſing you peace, while 
« you are in your wicked ways and works; which 
© the true prophets and apoſtles of old, whom the 
Lord ſent, could not do; neither can they, who 
© are of the ſame deſcent, royal ſeed, and off-fpring 

© now ; they know, there is no peace to be ſpoken 
© to any, while they are in their wicked ways, drink- 
© ing up iniquity as the ox drinketh water. Oh ! 
© my heart is broken within me, and I cannot but 
© take up a lamentation for you, Who have been 
Rn and the glory of many that have 
by * 


* 92 — — Y—2— 


: © of the enemy; and you ate taken captive. by him 
T © at his will, loaden, with fins, and led away with 
divers luſts, like the filly women, ſpoken of in the 
1 © ſcriptures. of truth, that were ever learning, and 

neuer able to came to the knowledge: of the, truth, but 
L © reſiſt it ; and;ſo err. in your minds, not knowing 
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e p . . 
g e the yrincs of the pere of the, air, that, 


* nileth.in.the children of diſobedience ; . and that you 


Wot: £76 ſhould be yet lying under the bondage of corruption, 
* n fins. the wages whervof. 8 nt out of the, 


+ glorious liberty of the ſons of God ; and that death 
q ſhould reign over. you, ſubjecting you. to.the power. 


e the ſeriptures, nor the power of Gad, though: you: 


. © talk of them. IF. you knew the ſcriptures, and the 
© power of God, which brings into the life of les” 


« you would witneſs. the ability the ſaints in 


© times. had, and now the ſaints. of the Mgſt High | 


© have, to ſtand over the, powers of darkneſs, helb 
© and death; then you would come ts that which 
© cannot- be ſhaken, nor the gates of hell prevail 

c againſt. — But have not the powers of darkneſs 
© prevailed againſt you, overcome you, and made you 


1 bow to their will, and to their laws, that will biud. 
de conſcience, and hinder its full liberty ? 
| < Oh conſider ſeriouſly, and weigh in che coolneſs 
© of your ſpirits, and in the fear of the Lord what 
_ © you have done; whether yon have not received the 
men 
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© hands; have you wet de in the r of . | 
* verſity 7: Have you not Jet go the profeſion of your 
« faith, and wavered in your minds? Have you not 
6 licked up your old vomits again! Are you not 
© wallowing in the filth of iniquity, and in your 
« fleſhly minds, walking in ſenſuality and in the car- 
© nal mind, which is enmity againſt God? Is it not 
death to be carnally-minded ? Are they not in 
death that are in the carnal mind? It is not ſtrange 
«© to me, if I find ſuch an enmity ; becauſe I expect 
© no other from natural men, who perceive not the 
© things of the ſpirit, You have rejected the chief 
Corner · ſtone, which is laid in Sion for a founda- 
tion, and have not believed in the Light of the, 
© world, who is become the Head-ftone in God's 
© building and huſbandry, and of the church that is 
c pute, without ſpot or wrinkle, which is. in God 
„ the Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the Pillar and 
© Ground of truth. This is the city ſought out, not 
„ forlaken. This is the habitation of God through 
c the ſpirit, the ſtones whereof are laid with fair o- 
© Jours, the foundation of ſapphire, and all the bor. 
© ders of pleaſant ſtones. Such being redeemed out 
« of fin, and from under the bondage of corruption 
© cannot plead for it, as ſome, looked upon amongſt 
© you more than others, do; and would endeavour 
© to make you believe, that the prophet Iſaiah was 
© always a man of unclean lips; but that was before 
Kana. 
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3 purged out. Such manifeſt themſelves to be igno- 


comes to be done away; and then God beholds no 
© iniquity in Jacob, nor tranſgreffion in Iſrael ; and 
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h brad þ that ſprit that would imagine, tut 
. © our God ſhould, make uſe of a man to do ſo much 
e honour, as Iſaiah did, and yet 
continue a man of unclean lips. This I teſtify, 
© that Iſaiah's iniquity was taken away, and his fins 


© rant of Chriſt's death and manifeſtations, which is 
* ts take away fin, and in him is no fin. All chat 
Set © come to believe in his light, and to walk in it, have 
* fellowſhip one with another, and the blood of Jeſus 
© Chriſt cleanſeth them from all fin. Such come by 
him to be made free from fin, and ſervants to 


© righteouſneſs ; not of ſin ; for fin and iniquity 
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© to ſuch is giyen the tongue of the learned, to ſpeak. 
2 a word in due ſeaſon to the weary. Such come to 
Kno the pure language, which the Lord promiſed 
” - © to turn to his people, Such ſet a watch before 
© '© their mouths, and have a bridle for their tongue. 
© Now ſome plead for uncleanneſß, becauſe the pro- 
I © phet ſaid, he was @ man of unclean lips, before he 
© was touched with the lively coah and before his 
_ © iniquity was dome away, and his fins purged out 3 
© and aſſuredly one day you ſhall all know that this 
| © is a falſe cover, too narrow to cover yourklyes 

© with, who break the commands of Chriſt, and teach 
© © others ſo to do; and that put your hands to the 

{ugh and lok back; ſo that you are not fit for i « 
© the at 
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litten er heaven; Vou ane filled with your | 5 


o“ ways, Wicked devices, and falſe covers yo 
«© pet to coyer yourſelves withal; dut all your” falſe 
* coverings will prove too narrow; and your beds 
© of eaſe, and falſe reſts, which you think to ſtretch 
« yourſelves upon, too ſhort ; and no reſt or peace 
there ſhall you have, but you ſhall all yet be farther 
tried, and your ſolly be made more manifeſt ; and 
all the falſe eovers, all profeſſors out of the life and 
© power of God have been covered with, ſhall be 
+ plucked off; yea, all that are covered, and not 
* with the Spirit of the Lord. The woe is to them 
© who ate adding fin to ſin, and are not come to 
© cleanneſs'of heart, or 'cleanneſs of lips; and 'as 
© long as you are in the uncleanneſs, and the beſt of 


© you as'a briar pleading- for it, bluſh for ſhame ! 


© Relinquiſh the title of church-memberſhip, till you 
come to tread in the ſteps of Chriſt, and obey him; 
for his ſervants ye ard to whom ye obey. Deceive 
© yourſelves no longer with the name of Chriſtians 
© only, but come to the nature, to witneſs the firſt 
old nature and birth ſlain, and brought under; 
* which you all muſt do, before ever you come to 
know the new nature, or birth that is of the ſpirĩt; 


© for that which is born of the fleſh, that is fleſh; . 


© and that which is born of the ſpirit, that is ſpirit." 
© If any man be in Chriſt, he is a new creature; 
© old things are paſſed away, and all things are be- 
© come new. The church of Chriſt is made up of 
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155 75 
zeugte id to buy it; and 1 
lieve in Chriſt Jeſus the Light, the Way, the Truth, 
the Life, and to walk in the light, they ſtumble not, 
nor ſtagger at the promiſes 3 but come to have liſe 
in themſelves, and their minds, words, and actions, 
are ſeaſoned, They are the /alt of the earth, a city, 
ſet on a hill, that cannot be hid, and their lights ſhine: 
ſo before men, that they who are not wilfully blind, 
may ſee their good works, and godly converſation 
coupled with fear; and they that walk in the light, as 
he is in the light, have fellowſhip ans with. another, 
ard the p of Chriſt they witneſs, cleanſing them 
fem An. So if ever you come to know God 
zipht, you muff turn to the light that. reproves you 
for evil, for the 'reproef of infiruttion- is the. way to 
life ; and they that hate that which reproves them 
for their evil deeds, and ſets their fins, in order be- 
fore them, abide. in the chambers of death, and 
know: not reſt, life, and peace for their ſouls, Now 
as you. come. to. the light, and wait in the light 
which comes from Chriſt, all your fins will be ſet - 
in order before you, and it will ſhew you all that 
ever you did; as you ſhall, one day know, to your 
woe and miſery, if you, continue rejecting him. 
This is he in whom we believe, and of whom, the 
* prophets and apoſtles bore, witneſs, whoſe name is 
e is better than every name, unto which every knee 

- all f confeſs ; {plaid 


© © © this ſhall you know. 
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 ©-ſhall be condemned, and ſhall fall before him. 
Therefore beware, and take heed what you do; 
© repent of all your evil deeds, of all your hari 
' ©fſpeeches which you have uttered againſt him, and 
his glorious appearance in his ſons and daughter, 
V in this the day of his power, wherein he hath made 
< many willing to follow him whereſoever he [goeth, 
even through many tribulations, who have waſhed 
| © their robes in the blood of the Lamb: when/you 
eee will Glow! hin mo further a 
will make with your peace in the world, and 
ment of your pleaſures, 3 
A wu p r ren er which none ever did, but 
© were adulterated from zhe life of God, and 
«gil he pre ſy of God in themed; 


8e whether you will bear or forbear; in fis 
© ſhall have peace. My reward is with God, in that 
have diſcharged my duty, and warned you before 
© your day be quite over, before the Lord leave off 
4 ſtretehing forth his hand, who knows and ſearches 
© the hearts of all men; who knows my love towards 
©.you all, and to that which is pure of him, which 
never conſented to fin, in all your conſciences; 
even to chat, and nothing elſe, can I, or deſire I, to 
de made manifeſt. I believe there is a ſeed to-be 
brought forth from amongſt you, which 'muſt be 
R true fold of everlaſting reſt and 


< peace; 
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peace 3 br which ſeed's fake 1 travail night and 
e ht Dough vena ner 
am your friend, who ſeek not yours but you z_ that 
you might come to know in this your day, the 
things that concern your everlaſting peace, comfort, 
and true ſettlement, (upon that rock that cannot 
be ſhaken, nor the gates of hell ever prevail againſt) 


before they be hidden from your eyes. Knowing 
the terrors of the Lord, and the wrath that is to be 


| revealed from heaven againſt all that hold truth in 
unrighteouſneſs ; and having obtained mercy from 
the Lord, and in his name, the firong tower, hid 
myſelf, I cannot but perſuade all to come into the 
ſame ; and being in a deep ſenſe of the loving- 
kindneſs of the Lord, and what he hath done for 
my ſoul,” ſince I walked with you, and was efteem- 
ed one of you, too large here to relate; neither 
indeed am I able to demonſtrate the lovipg-kindnefs 
of the Lord, in the viſitation of his pure love, in 
turning me from darkneſs, (which I muſt confeſs, 
all the time I was with you, I walked in) into his 
marvellous light, and from the power of ſatan, un- 
to God, n 
power, wherein, through his good will tan 
me, I have ſound the ability to perfarm and to do 
the good, that when I was amongſt you T defired 
to do; and likewiſe, to reſiſt the evil that I would 
not do. This is the Lord's own doings, and it is 
A 2 
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| pleaſure, I deſire not to ent my morſel alone; 
- *< that all may come to taſte and ſee how good 
Lord is. Great and marvellous are his works, j 
And true are all his ways, he waits to be gracio 
L. and d there is no want to them chat fear the Le 
2 He never forſakes, nor don with-hold uy 50 
Nip ble uprightiy. 
80, friends, while you have time, at, 
WW, ® pie; hot et db of ths Lord far from you, fort 
"IS Lord is not ſlack concerning his promiſe, as ſo 
e men count flackneſs; but his long ſuffering is 1 
< for any to periſh, but that all ſhould come to 
'S petitance. Now is the day that every man's v 
<© muſt be tried, and e d l f dee 
God wilt be tried. Now is the day that many gre 
* profeliors' make ſhipwreck of their faith, and of 
good conſcience, and ſome that formerly ſeem: 
. n ene eng r au Hogs M wire 
5 darkened, through the ignorance that is in 
Tus god of this world bath blinded * . 
+ \many great profeſſors, by kreping them from d 
* light, by which they might ſee their ways, and 
© works which they are doing, out of the light, 
_ © the blindneſs which hath happened to them; but 
you would come to che light, which is pure, 
RRR 
* oy | © fort 


$3. ; 


* 


N * 7” 1 i 
ä n Wt. 
* which that you may come to kndw and do, is che | 
« deſire of your friend, that ſeeks not yours but you 
& and deſires your everlaſting peace and happineſs, 
ho formerly was known, and eſteemed 05 ira A 
© brother unibiight you, bythe name of 75 
7 170 ah m ut, SHO , off 14110 . 9 n Has 7 
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© Sen cn en hm th Wins and dun of 
England, were dran to viſit "theſe friends in 1 in 'ptiſon 
and ntaay fete ind Cottfortable- epifles we 
to them. len er 2112 (15 R e 
Tberé vas x great convincement in the year 1662, 
in theſe two counties, viz. Montgomeryſhire, and 
Merionethſhire ; and as meetings increaſed; 
friends came into Welch-Pool, When ok 
was kept in that houſe that was their priton. _ 
magiſtrates and prieft were diſcontented, wine Leys 
Thut there came ar many to the merting, as went to 
their worſhip ar the church, as they called i. 227 
up dur mecting, and one fitſt- day they 3 
Nbg nere NH 01 
town, the ſerjeancs at mace and under officers, 
When they came into the meeting I. Was at prayer, 
and they were indifferently civil till I had concluded, 
w and 


* I 75 Ks 
eee 
done, my Wife called to-juſtice Corbet, and'.gold 
bim, they. had not taken the names of all that were at 
the meeting; he aſked, her, be was untalen 3 and 
he put her child towards bim, about u quarter old. 
le ſaid, That, was underage She anſwered, We are 
Fg all as innocent from plotting, contriving, or thinking 
* any. harm to any man, as this little child: which 
ſmote much this Thomas Corbet, and ſeveral" ptken 
preſent. They committed me to one ſerjeant's houſe; 


- and Thomas Lloyd, brother to Charles: Lloyd, and 
{joe bag? > Wap > ger; 
county to 
"Lloyd, of London, and Edward Lloyd, of Briſtol) 
to the other ſerjeant's. houſe. When the ſerjeant, 
' whoſe houſe I was committed to, as come from the 
ſteeple-houſe, be turned me ut; and bid me go 
. So I went firſt to ſee 
my friends the old . priſoners,” who were kept, for a 
| | little time, more cloſe, and we. were not ſuffered. to 
90 to them; they were very glad to ſce me, and! 
Vas refreſhed alſo to ſee them, though, we could: not 
go to one another. In a little time I went to ſee the 
other two priſoners, that were at the other ſerjeant's 
| houſe, and the ſerjeant let them come home with me. 
On ſecond- day following it came in my mind, that 
the magiſtrates would try us with an offer, to paſs by 
Ä upon condition 
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the next aba following; which I told to friends.” 
"On thitd-day following, juſtice Corbet, and the 
two bailiffs that had committed us to priſon, ſent for 
us before them. So we went, Thomas Lloyd, Samuel 
Lloyd, and myſelf. After ſome diſcourſe with them, 
they propoſed to us, That if we ib, go" to church, 
and hear divine ſervice, as they called it, w- ſhould be 
diſcharged. I told them, When T was laſt there, they 
turned me out of their church, and if I ſhould make 
any promiſe to go there, it may be they would do the 
like by me again. Juſtice Corbet ſaid, H- would en- 
gage J. ould not be turned out. | Then I told them, 1. | 
knew nothing to the contrary, but that T would come 
there, Juſtice Corbet ſeemed to be fatisfied ; but 
one of the bailiffs ſaid, Mr; Corbet, do you think that 
the old Quaker will come to church, except it be 
to diſturd our miniſter? | Corbet aſked me again, 
Whither I would difturb the miniſter I toid him, If 
God ſhould put ſomething i in my heart to ſpeak to the 
people, 1 hope they would not impoſe upon me to 
hold my peace, Ie faid, God forbid they ſhould do - 
fo! Then 1 told him, I boped 1 ſhould perform. what 
I promiſed to do; and ſo they diſcharged us. Now 
none was under an engagement to go to the ſtreple- 
Houſe but myſelf, ler ts ond Hans 
old Quaker would go to church. 
When firſt-day came, and the AN TOR to ring, 
the ocher two friends, viz. Thomas Lloyd, and Sa- 
E muel 
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mel Lloyd, came to me and ſaid, We think we muff 
20 with thee. to the fleeple hauſe. When the people 
went to the ſteeple-houſe, I took my bible under my 
arm, and went to juſtice Corbet's houſe, (that was 
but a few doors from my houſe) to let him ſee I was 
ing, and I aſked him, Whether: he was coming: 
e ſaid, He was not diſpoſed to come that day, but he 
would ſend hit man to ſee that we ſhould not be.affront- 
44d. So the two friends and I went to my on pew, 
that was oppolite to the pulpit. There was but the 
curate to read the common-prayer, and their ſeryice 
to them that morning: there was a great multitude 
of people: ſome faid, there were ſome that had not 
been at their church ſeveral years before. 80 nothing 
was laid upon us to ſpeak to the people, till he had 
done. Then I ſtood. up, and ſaid to the. people, .7 
fuppoſe you are not ignorant of the cauſe | aur coming 
here this day, which war thus : the . magiſtrates. of the 
tows came to our meeting, and they found. us bn our 
Fnees, praying to Almighty Gad. They were: civil while 
we were at proyers and when we had dine, they tack 
Bur names, and committed us three to priſon, moſt of the 
Teſt that were at the meeting were priſoners b gfore. And 
#he magiftrates. tald ns, If we would come to church, 
we ſhould. be diſcharged; and nom you. ſeg ue are 
| 4 according to their. defire. . But I find, that your 
| prieft is not here and now I would have you 40 igſorn 
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1. If be proves this to be the true church of ri; 
2. And that be is a true miniſter of Chrift ; | 
3. And that his n. is a 29 — 
nance ; — N 

4. Aud this worſhip e to be the true wor- 

- ſhip of God; k | 
Then we will be of your religion, afoi again to 

you. 

But if be proves not this, then we muſt conclude, 
1. Your church to be à falſe church; 

2. And he to be no true miniſter of Ghrift.z 

3. That his maintenance is no goſpel-maintenance 3 
4. That your worſhip is not the true —_— of 

God. 

All the people were very civil and orderly, and 
heard me a conſiderable while in the ſteeple-houſe. 
When I had done, Thomas Lloyd ſpoke a few very 
ſeaſonable words to the people. And the people ſaid, 
If Mr. Langford (which was the prieſt's name) will 
not prove us to be the true church of Chrifl, and our 


' worſhip to be the true worſhip, then we will pay him no 


more tithes, for what Richard Davies ſaid, he proved 
out of the bible; far, you ſet, he had the bible in his 
hand all the while, So for that time we parted, | 


When che bells rang again for them to go to their | 


evening ſervice, it lay upon me to go there again, and 
the aforeſaid friends went along with me; where the 
old high-prieft was, who made à long ſermon, till 
we were all uneaſy; but I deſired the friends to bear 
E 2 all 
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was going away; and I ſtepped up in my ſeat, and 


When he heard 


which was the fame as aforeſaid. 


. n queries, and what I had to ſay, he turned his back | 
- and went away, and gave us no anſwer. Then I 


© raid, Bebold the bircling fleeth, becauſe he is an hireling. 
eee eee ad fone "went WH op 
but all diffatisfied, that he would not prove them to 
be the true church of Chriſt, &c. I had a good op- 


—— — at large in the 


. grave · yard; the Lord's preſence, liſe, and power 
0 his people that truſt in him. 
\ © When we came home, juſtice Corbet ſent for us 
8:4 to him. He met us in his court, and ſaid, He 
ferm that Mr. Langford was ſo uncivil, that he 
A not anfiver our queries, which, he thought, was very 
ans. In a little time, * of the minen 


| PPP 
|”.  epen'to the people, and declare to them the way and 
| | means to obtain the kingdom of heaven; and he was 
nn „ ene one gte rn Wha 


i enten ae Quaker in ny life 
. - and conver/ation. Towards the end of our diſcourſe, 


he defied me to give him my queries in writing, that 


= Mr, Langford might anſwer them ; for, faid be, ir 


1 
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4 | <defired him to ſtay, for I bud ſomething to ſay to bim; 
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| clerk went his way. 
myſelf ready. When I went to him, there were a 


17, 4 7 In 
may be bo was not prepared to anſiuer you then, 10 be * 


may dnfiver them in writing. I told him, hat was. 


Ma a elaprte anſwering ; but if he was not 


prepared then, I told him, we woald give him the 


meeting next firſt-day at the ſteeple-houſe, or in the 
town-hall, upon a market-day. He ſaid, It waz verx 


fair. 10 5 14 265 2528 «20 


us, and did no more perſecute us to his dying day 3 


but did us all the good he could in all the courts - 
judicature where he was concerned. 

As for this prieſt, William Langford, many friends 
were moved to go to him to-the ſteeple-houſe in the 
time of his ſervice, to declare to him and the people, 
what they had to ay from the Lord; and when the 
magiſtrates have committed ſome of them to priſon 
on that account, when their ſervice was overy. this 
prieſt hath. got them to be releaſed. 

Some time after this, he ſent the clerk of the 
pariſh to me for Eaſter-reckonings. I aſked the clerk, 
whether his maſter did expe any thing of me, that. 
had nothing from him; and bid him tell his maſter, - 
I would come to reckon with him by and by. So the 
And in a little time I made 


pretty many people with him, I told: him, his clerk 
had been with me from him, for that which he called 
Eaſter reckonings, and I was come to reckon with 
him; if he could make it appear that I owed him 

504 Las E 3 any 


receive it. I told him, I did not believe that church 
was the true church of Chriſt; and I did not believe 
that he was a true miniſter of Chriſt, commiſſioned 


\ 


(%) 


from him, He faid, I owed bim for ſeveral years for 


the ſacrament. I aſked him, what he meaned by the 


word ſacrament, for I found 'no ſuch word in the 
ſcripture ; he ſaid, It meaned the bread and wine which 
was uſed in the church. I told him, I received none 


of him, and therefore not liable to pay, He anſwer- 


ed again, Why then you might come to church 


by him to break the bread, and give it to the people; 


much leſs to ſell it, or take money for it of the 
people ; for I did not read in all the ſcripture, that 
the true miniſters of Chriſt did take money of the 
people for that bread they delivered unto them. He 


ſaid then, That the labourer was worthy of his hire; 
and under the law it was ſaid, Thou ſhalt not muzzle 
the mouth of the ox that treadeth out the corn. I told 
him, he trod out no corn for me; and though he was 
an hireling, yet I never hired him. 

The people coming thick to pay him for the wa 
and wine, I aſked him, how in conſcience he could 
take fo much money for ſo little bread and wine; it 
being, I ſuppoſe, about ten pence for man and wie, 
I aſked him, what fcripture he had for it; and deſired 
him to prove his practice by ſcfipture. He aſked me, 
I bat ſcripture I had to eat flummery. 1 told him, I 
had ſcripture to eat it. Paul ſaid to Timothy, For 


ary thing, 1 would pay him, and L expeRted the fame. 
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worry criature of God is good; and nothing to be refuſed 3 


if it he rectived with thankſgiving : for it is ſanfiified 
by the word of God and prayer, 1 Tim. iv. 4, 5. His 
communicants who were preſent, were much diſſatis- 
Hed that he had no better anſwer and proof for his 
practice, 80 I deſired the people to take notice, 
he could not make it appear by ſcripture, that I owed 
him any thing; but I told them, that he owed me 
ſome money, and I defired him to pay it me; which 
he did. So we parted fairly, We have a ſaying, That 
even, or often reckonings make long friends, He was 
very friendly afterwards, and never ſent to me more 
for Eaſter-reckonings. And as for the tithe, in dme 
of harveſt, he charged his ſervants to take from me 
no more than their due, nor ſo much. I was in- 
formed he ſhould ſay, He knew not why he ſhould take 
any thing from me, ſcoing I had nothing from him. He 
lived here among us many years,. a good neighbour ;. 
and though in the time of great perſecution, * he 
had no hand in perſecuting any of us. 

We have cauſe to bleſs the Lord, who carried us 
through all our ſervices and exerciſes, in the time of 
our weakneſs; and though we were little and low in 
our own eyes, the Lord did not leave us; bleſſed be 
his holy name for ever. | 

About the year 1663 or 1664, I went to London; 
and found ſome there ſeparated from that love and 
unity, which 1 formerly ſaw them in; joining in 
1750 158 with John Perrot, who was newly come 

E 4 from 


|. peRted a more glorious diſpenſation, than had been 
© known among friends; and they kept on their 


| of peace, life and falvation. FEY 
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from priſon at Rome to London, nn wh. | 
much ſeeming humility and Jowlineſs of mind. A con- 
' fderable company joined together with him, where 
they had me among them for a little time, The ten- 
dency of that ſpirit was to ſpeak evil of friends that 
bore the burthen and heat of the day, and ſo to ery 
out againſt friends as dead and formal. They ex- 
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in time of prayer. I was but a little while among 
| them, till a vail of darkneſs came over me, and under | 
that vail, I came to have a light eſteem for my dear 
and ancient friend George Fox, and ſome others, 
who had been near and dear to me. But it pleaſed 
the Lord to rehd that vail of darkneſs, and cauſe the 
| light of his countenance to ſhine again upon me z 
whereby I came to ſee the doleful place I was led 
into, by a ſpirit that tended to nothing elſe but /e/f- 
exaltation, and (under a pretence of humility and ſelf- 
denial) breach of that unity, love, and fellowſhip, 
that formerly we had together, and the good eſteem 
we had one of another in the Lord. Children we 
were of one Father, eſteeming one another above 
ourſelves in the Lord. There was no jar or conten- 
tion among us then, but all dwelt together in love 
and unity, and in the fellowſhip of that bleſſed goſpel 
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At my return home from London, I was ſoon taken 
to the ſame priſon with my friends in Welch-Pool 


13 
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Lloyd, Now I have got the old ram in among the 
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é and ih- before] cams among them to priſon, the | 


under-jailer dreamed, that he had in his fold a flock - .. 
of ſheep, - and that he was wreſtling to get in one ram | 
among the ſheep, but could not get him in; but 
when I came to priſon, he faid to my friend Charles 


ſheep. But the jailer turned me out that night to my 


wife and family; and though I had the name dla 
priſoner, and was premunired, as the reſt of m 


friends and brethren were for ſeveral years,. yet I was 
not kept cloſe priſoner. | 

This was a time when moſt travelling friends were 
taken up priſoners, and though I was a priſoner, yet 
it lay upon me to get liberty to go and viſit friends, 
in ſeveral counties of England and Wales. 80 I fol- 
lowed my good guide, that ſhewed me what to do. 
I went to the jailer, and told him, I had an occaſion 
to go out a little while, and I could not go' without 
acquainting him of it, becauſe I was his priſoner, 
He faid, I warrant yon will go to preach ſome where- 
or other, and then you will be talen to priſon ; and 


' what ſhall J do then, ſaid he: I told hint: that if I 


was taken priſoner, I would ſend to him where I was, 
and he might ſend for me if he pleaſed ; ſo he bid me 
have a care of myſelf. 

In a little time, in the love of God, 1 took my 
leave here of my friends and family, and committed - 


myſelf to the protection of the Almighty. I went 


tin Yanks where I had” 
ES good 


( go ) 
* od ini tor the e ſo to Tewkeſbury, wheteT 
was never before. An ancient woman friend followed 
my horſe, and before I had put up at the inn, ſhe 
was with me, And very cordially faid, She had a ſenſe 
wpon her, that was one of ber heavenly Father's 
ehildren. I went ih and refreſhed me a little, and 


75 aſked her, whether ſhe thought I might have a meet- 


ing with friends that evening. She readily faid, She 


would acquaint friends of it. And after ſhe had gone 


a little way out of the inn, ſhe returned again, and 
defired to know my name, that ſhe might acquaint friends 
of it. I was ſtraightened in myſelf to give her my 
name, though I knew not the cauſe then; but I de- 
fired her to go in the name of the Lord, and if I came 
in the name of the Lord, they would receive me, 


So ſhe went, and came again, and told me, I might 


have a meeting; which was appointed to be at Suſan 
 Smithin's ; and a bleſſed heavenly meeting we had, 
and the Lord gave to us our expected end. There 
were ſeveral profeſſors at the meeting. Some came 
to me next morning, and diſcourſed friendly with me 
about the things of God. 

From thenceI went through Glouceſterſhire, A 


I had good meetings, and ſo to Briſtol, When I was 


_ clear of Briſtol, the Lord having bleſſed me, and pre- 
| ſerved me fo far in my journey, I ſet forward towards 

.. Pembrokeſhire. I travelled without any companion 
but the Lord alone, who was with me all along in 
ny journey; he was my helper and preſerver. So I 
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eas to the houſe of our friend Lewis Davies, wh 
gladly received me in the I. Staying there ſome 
time, they lent me a horſe g a meeting at 
Redſtone, and I left my own horſe me, think. 
ing he might reſt for ſome days afin hard riding. 
When I came to the place, the meeting was out of 
doors, there being no houſe, that I knew of, that 
could contain the multitude of people, When we 
came to the meeting, Meredith Edwards, whom 


friends judged unfit to preach the goſpel, had the 


of him, and thoſe that were ſenſible were burthened- 
by him; after ſome time there ſtood up a friend and 
filenced him. I ſat as a ftranger among them. The 
Lord was with us, his good preſence was our com 
fort and ſatisfaction; and after ſome time I had an 
opportunity to open to the people thoſe things that 
belong to their eternal falvation ; and having con- 
cluded the meeting in prayer, this man, M. Ed- 
wards, aforeſaid, ſtood up again and preached to the 
people, and I turned my back and came away, and 
the friends, with moſt part of the people,, followed 
me. As I-was coming out, a friend came and told 
me, there were two ſoldiers, (I underſtood afterwards, . 
they were the two ſons of a prieſt): that had brought 
my horſe there ſome miles. When T law my horſe,. 
I drew nigh to them, and aſked them, who brought 
my horſe-there ; they aſked me, whether 1 was the 
man that came from-Briftol 3 I ſaid I was; then, ſaid 
e E 6 | they, 
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confidence to ſpeak to the people till they were weary” 
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What authority they came; or what warrant they had 3 
and they ſhewed me their ſwords and piſtols. I told 


them, ſuch warrants highwaymen had. Then I aſked 


them, how they it venture ſo, among ſuch a com- 
pany; they fait; thy Hin toe were praceable men, and 
e refit ; otherwiſe, they would have brought 


greater force. I told friends, we were not bound to 


obey them, and defired friends to part, and leave only 


tm o or three with me; but friends love was ſo great 
to me, that they kept moſtly in a body about me. 


80 I deſired the friend to take my faddle and bridle, 
that was upon the friend's horſe that I rid to the 
meeting on, and put them upon my own horſe ; fo I 
got upon my horſe, and bid them lay their hands off 


- my hotſe; for I feared not their ſwords nor piſtols; ' 
but if they had a warrant from any juſtice of peace, 
| ot lawful magiſtrate within the county, I would obey 


it. Then they let myhorle go, and I turned a little 
. afide, and ſaw them lay hold of the other man, M. 
Edwards.; I could not call him a friend, becauſe he 
was not guided by a right ſpirit; and I turned myſelf 


to them again, and told them, that if te bet of 


peace, or lawful magiſtrate within the county, had 


any thing to ſay to me that came from Briſtol, they | 


Should hear of me at the houſe of William Bateman, 
in Haverford-weſt, I told them, my buſineſs would 
require ſome ſtay in the country; ſo they let us go 
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| y and other places in the county. The 
laſt I had was at Pontchiſon among the Welch ; they 
having notice of a Welchman coming: to keep a 
meeting in thoſe parts, many came to that meeting, 
and good ſervice I had for the his truth being 
declared in their own language e wem. We had 
the meeting out of doors, and I tod with my back 
towards Thomas Simmon's wall of his houſe. I was 
young and ſtrong, and my voice was heard to the 
ſteeple-houſe, and moſt of them came out to hear 
me; and very few came out with the prieſt when he 
had done. When the prieſt ſaw ſuch a multitude, 
he was moved to paſſion, and would have had the 
conſtable take me down. It was reported ſome 
faid to the prieſt, they would not take me down, for 
I preached Chriſt and the goſpel to them, and they 
would have him come and learn of me himſelf. I 
was informed, that the prieſt's wife and two of his 
daughters were at the meetiiig, and were very loving 
and tender, and came to be convinced of the truth, 
The Lord was not wanting to us ; his life, power, 
and good preſence was with us, and that meeting was 
the laſt I had in Pembrokeſhire at that time. The 
friends of that county were very loving and careful 
of friends, that came from far to viſit them. They - 
dwelt in love and unity among themſelves. My 
ſervice was weighty upon me, being myſelf only 
without a companion; the Lord alone, that knew the 
mmm A, | 
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exceeding great reward. As for M. Edwards, the 
two men before mentioned, took him before a juſtice, 
the juſtice would have been moderate to him, and 
would have ſhewed him kindneſs, but be, by his 
ungoverned temꝑper, provoked the juſtice to paſſion, 
ſo that he committed him to the houſe of correction 
as a vagrant for three months, to the great trouble 
of friends. 
A wes informed tinn-vhojaſtices and nmgitiraaier 
* "hab enen were generally very moderate in the 
hardeſt times of perſecution. From Pontchiſon I took 
my leave of friends in Pembrokeſhire, and came 
pretty direaly home, bleſſed be the name of the Lord, 
to the comfort of my wife and family, and thoſe 
friends that were priſoners ; and the jailer was well 
ſatisfied that I came to my priſon, without farther 
trouble to him ; there were ſeveral taken priſoners, 
at thoſe meetings I was at, but the Lord preſerved 
and delivered me, bleW-be his holy name for ever. 
I was but a little time at home, ere John White- 
| houſe, a follower of John Perrot, came and had a 0 
meeting at my houſe in Welch- Pool. I happened : 
not to be at the beginning of the meeting, but came i; 
befote it was concluded, and found he had ſown an k 
evil-ſeed, and that fome of our friends had received 
o 
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it ; who ſoon after joined with that corrupt ſpirit, 
Which led them to have a light eſteem of their bre- 
#hren, which was a great exerciſe to many honeſt 
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were ready to ſay, Hath the Lord ſent us here, to be 


13184177 


, " 
A — a y 
* * F 5 En 
* . 
1 n 


6131 


infirumental for the gathering of a people in this coun- 
try, and hath he ſuffered the enemy to ſcatter them .in 
their imaginations. But ſome time after, the Lord 
fatisfied me, that thoſe who werg,ſimple - hearted 
among them, ſhould be reſtoreſ again into a more 
ſettled condition than they had formerly known ; and 
I believed in the word of the Lord. And in time 
the Lord broke in among them, and opened the un- 
derſtandings of ſome of them, and they began to reaſon 
among themſelves, and ſaw that they were in dark- 
neſs ; ſo that moſt of them were reſtored again into 
their firſt love, and lived and died faithful to truth, 
except Cad walader Edwards, who continued in ſtub- 

bornneſs and hardneſs of heart, and endeavoured to 
hurt ſuch who were ſimple-hearted. I was moved to 

give forth a paper againſt him and all his vain imagi- 

nations. The following Paper, was likewiſe ſent to 

kim from friends . 
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c E whoſe names are here under-written, are 
6.2 thoſe that thou haſt been ſeeking to inſinuate 
thy corrupt principles into; and alſo are thoſe that 
« teſtify againſt that ſeducing ſpirit that thou art gone 
into; and moſt of us do know the terror and 
judgment of the Lord, for receiving that ſpirit; 
© and we do exhort all, that they touch not, nor taſte 
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© Lord, as we have done; and we have all ſeen the 
© hurtful effects of that ſpirit, and in the fear of the 
3, Nb eee and chem that be Jain- 

fed tot.” 1 * 


Richard Evan, Evan Dives, 
Owen Jones, - John Reeſe, 
Watkim David, Richard Davies, 
William Lewis, Thomas Hammons. 
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Elizabeth Lloyd, Sibil Jones, 

Tace Davies, Katherine Evans, 
Ann Lawrence, Ann Hall, 
Katherine Jones, Sarah Wilſon. 


1688. This being read in our monthly- meeting 
for worſhip, the Lord was pleaſed to afford us his 
ſweet preſence, and his power melted, tendered and 
mollified our hearts, and cauſed us to praiſe the Lord, 
for his great goodneſs and mercy to us, in bringing us 


out of that darkneſs that came over us, by giving 


heed unto the ſeducing ſpirit of John Perrot, John 
Whitehouſe, and Cadwalader Edwards. And now 
the Lord having reftored us again, we did praiſe his 


' © + holy name for the ſame; and friends were careful 


_ afterwards of receiving any ſpirit that might tend to 
the breach of love and unity among us. Many other 
e eee 
'' amongſt 
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Ellis, who had been particularly warned by me, in 


that ſpirit, though it came with much ſeeming hu- 
mility, leſt he ſhould ſuffer thereby; which he did, 
to his great ſorrow, and he ſet out in his paper, and 


but bleſſed be the Lord, he was fweetly reſtored 
again to his former love and integrity, 5 5 great 
N comfort of himſelf and brethre. 

As to John Perrot, John Whitehouſe, and “ Cad- 
walader Edwards, they turned their backs upon God 
and his truth, and followed the deriess of their om 
hearts and imaginations. | 

About this time, there being a meeting of friends 
gathered at Aberyſtwith in Cardiganſhire, moſt of 
them were ſent to priſon to Cardigan, and our friend 
Thomas Ellis was taken priſoner with them. Having 


conſideration, I found much love in my heart to- 
wards them, even ſo as to go to the magiſtrates 
of the county, to offer myfelf a priſoner inſtead of 


He became afterwards very bad, and ungodly in his life and 
converſation, and, died in the Fleet-priſon at London, being there 
for debtz yet near his end, he ſeemed to repent of his wicked 
life, and told ſome, That they who were preſerved faithful 
* among the people called Quakers, WN and =_ they 
3 WO the people of God.“ | — 
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the fear of the Lord, not to. touch nor meddle with 


aid, This have 1 ſuffered for my mungrel moderamin: 


the ſufferings of theſe young convinced friends under 


my friend and brother Thomas Ellis, and ſome others, 


*. 


.* 
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YAY. 
| that they might go home to viſit their families. Tre 
quainted my wife of my exerciſe, which came pretty 
cloſe to her; but ſhe likewiſe, in love, after a little 
confideration, gave me up ſor that ſervice. $0 in a 
few days I took my journey, and went firſt to Thomas 


- - Ellis's houſe, to viſit his wife and family, before 1 


went farther ; his houſe being about 24 miles from 
Welch-Pool, and not far out of my way towards Car. 
diganſhire. There I very unexpeRtedly met T. Elli 
himſelf at home; he told me, they were all diſcharged 
out of priſon. Thus I ſaw it was the good will and 
pleaſure of my heavenly Father to accept of my free- 
will offering inſtead of the deed ; and my friend F. 
hn. 
neſs to them therein. 
And now my ſervice being farther for Pensbsabe 
ſhire, T. Ellis was willing to 'accompany me in my 
journey; and we went to Aberyſtwith, to viſit thoſe 
friends there, where we had a pretty large meeting the 
firſt-day in the morning, and there came one Thomas 
Price, brother to Sir Richard Price, of Gogorddan, 
who took us all priſoners, and committed us to the 
town-priſon. That evening we had a meeting in the 
houſe where we were priſoners. Many of the town's 
people, ſome of them perſons of account, were at the 
meeting that evening. I declared the word of the 
Lord to them in Welch, and ſhewed them the way 
to the kingdom of heaven. A ſweet comfortable 
- 6 4 meeting 
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ing we bad, and great ſitisfaction it was to then 
nen. 

That night a weighty conſideration came upon 
me, about thoſe young convinced friends that were ſo 
lately diſcharged of their impriſonment;” becauſe they 
were like to go ſo quickly to priſon again. So I 
aſked counſel of the Lord, what we might do for, 
and in behalf of; theſe young and tender friends; and 
being under great exerciſe in my ſpirit, earneſtly 
praying to God, that he might make ſome way for 
their enlargement that time, it came in my mind to 
write to the chief magiſtrate Sir Richard Price, and 
to give him an account of my journey ſo far, and 
that my friend T. Ellis and myſelf intended for Pem- . 
brokeſhire, and reſting with our friends, and having 
a meeting with them that day, were taken priſoners 
by his brother Thomas Price; and if it was his plea- | 
ſure to ſend us to priſon to Cardigan, that he would 
be ſo kind as to leave his neighbours at home, and 
accept of my friend Thomas Ellis and me, as pri- 
ſoners inſtead of them all. To this effect I wrote to 
him, and ſent it next morning ; but he ſent me no 
anſwer. But the high-conſtable came to us, and 
told us, we muſt all prepare to go to Cardigan town, 
where the county jail was kept. So friends freely 
and heartily prepared themſelves to go. When the 
time of our going was come, they tenderly taking 
their leaves of their wives, children, and neigbours, 
(for ſome of their neighbours came a little way to ſee 
them 
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them ut of town) e and bit 
go home, except Thomas Ellis and me for it dem 
is: 5 had private orders not to go with 


m, but to do as I deſired in my letter. Thus the 
d did try thoſe tender friends, and alſo "delivered 
them. 

The conſtable had inftruQions to bring us 60 the 
quarter-ſeffions, then held at Llanbedar, and not to 
Cardigan. When we came there, the juſtices being 

upon the bench, ye were had before them; ſome ci 

them were formerly acquainted with Thomas Elli, 

| be having been in authority, and according to his 
place, ſomewhat ſharp againſt offenders, The juftices 

were very moderate to him; but the clerk of the 

peace was very peeviſh and froward. I aſked the 

_ Juſtices, whether that man, that queſtioned my friend, 
ons a juſtice of the peace; they told me, he was not. 
Ĩ ben I told them, we were not bound to anſwer 
him; but if they would give me leave, I would give 
them a juſt account of my buſineſs in that county, 
and upon what account we were ſent there before 
them; and they deſired me 10 /peak on. I told them 

I was at my own bouſe, with my wife and family, in 
Welch-Pool, in Montgomeryſhire, and hearing that 
my friend Thomas Ellis, and other of my friends, 
were in priſon in this county of Cardigan, for a 
_ conſiderable time, it was with me to come to the 
magiſtrates of this county, to offer myſelf a priſoner, 
that my friend Thomas Ellis, and the reſt of them, 
=_ 


ee, 
eee ei de Ums in 
. der thiereunts, 1 came as far as my friend Thomas 
Ellis's houſe, where I found him at home with his 
wife and family; and they being diſcharged of their 
impriſonment, I had a farther concern upon me to go 
to Pembrokeſhire z my friend Thomas Ellis, being 
not willing I ſhould go alone, accompanied me. We 
came to Aberyſtwith, to reſt there the firſt- day of the 
week, and had a meeting with our friends, ſo were 
taken priſoners, and ſent here to you, and now deſire 
to know your pleaſure. The juſtices anſwered, It 
was great ue indeed, that cauſed me ts come to offer 
myſelf a priſoner upon ſuch an account ; and they were 
forry that Sir Richard Price geve us that trouble to ſend 
u there? and fo they diſcharged us. And the court 
being filent, I had an opportunity to declare the word 
of the Lord among them. Very ftill and attentive 
they werez as if 1 had been in a meeting. I com- 
mended their great moderation, and in the love of 
God we parted with them. The deputy-ſheriff, and 
the high · conſtable that brought us there, came out 
of the court and created us very civilly, and would 
have beſtowed: on us the beſt that the town could 


afford; but we were ſparing of taking any thing of | 

them. I was informed, that the deputy-ſheriff and 
the high-conſtable were convinced, and very loving to 
friends all along. I know not of any that were im- 
priſoned in that county afterwards. The Lord was 
r ne 
heart 
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hearth and he alone pleaded our cauſe, and was y 
us in our ſervices. 
Then we took horſe and left the town, and t 
towards Pembrokeſhire, till we came to Cardipy 
about 24 miles. We. met with ſome hardſhip « 
the way, having little or no refreſhment till we cam 
here, where we had very good entertainment for ou 
ſelves and horſes; and from thence we had a frie 
for our guide towards Pontchiſon in Pembrokeſki 
but we were benighted, and it rained z our guide lol 
his way, and we wandered up and down among th 
peat or turf- pits, and other dangerous places, but th 
Lord preſerved. us out of them all. At length u 
came to Pontchiſon, but it being dark, we did nd 
know the houſe where our friend, that we intended t 
go to, lived ; but I ſpoke to our guide to ſee when 
the ſteeple-houſe door was, and he brought us to it 
then I told them, the friends houſe was oppoſite to it 
for I remembered when I had a meeting there, m 
back was againſt the wall of the houſe, —_—— 40 
towards the ſteeple-houſe door. So we went fory 
and found the houſe. I deſired T. Ella to a . 
tell them, that there were ſome friends that had lol 
their way, and deſired to have lodging there tha 
night. They being in bed, anſwered, they thought 
that no good friends were out at that time of the nigh 
T. Ellis reaſoned a little with them, but ſtill d. 
were not willing to riſe and let us in. At laſt I calle: 
40 the friend, whoſe name was Thomas Simmon: 
4 ; y and 


1 among the Independents, yet his mouth was but very 


if 103 Y 


and to his wiſe, and deſired them to-riſe and let 1 
come in. He aſked me, ue was there ; I told him 
in Welch, Richard Davies was there. I bat, ſaid 
he, Richard Davies af Welch Pool? I told them, I 
was the man. Thereupon the tender loving friends 
haſtily came don and let us into their houſe, and we 
were fatisfied in the love of God. This being the 
firſt journey that Thomas Ellis made to Pembroke- 
ſhire ſince he was convinced. 

Hence we went to Haverfordweſt, ** ſo through 
all the meetings in that county, till we came to 
Pontchiſon again, and had a meeting there, where 
there came many friends, both Welch and Engliſh 
ſo thatithe: houſe could not contain us, and we had 
the meeting out of doors in the ſtreet, and I declared 
the word of the Lord to mmm 
Engliſh. | 

As hw eee we went to a Bag 
vis: houſe, and the woman of the houſe being loving 
and tender, promiſed we ſhould have a meeting among 
the Baptiſts there. We alſo appointed a meeting at 
i Newcaſtle in Carmarthenſhire ; Peregrine Muſgrave, 
us to the meeting at Newcaſtle. - The magiſtrates of 
the town wete very civil, and ſeveral of them came to 
the meeting. "The weight and ſervice of the meeting 
lay chiefly upon me; for though our friend T. Ellis 
was reckoned a deacon, and an eminent preacher 


. little 


Ht * 


being ſomewhat late, the meeting having held long, we 
 .travelled all night over ſome doleful hills, intending to 
Rn eons mim which we had 


e K . Nil TS 
Ri xs acoder | 
He was an underſtanding man in the things of God, iſ 


very weighty concern on him. As I was declaring to 


the people in the Welch language, I ſtood oppoſite to 


nà great window that opened to the ſtreet, and there wa 
nun evil-minded man in the ſtreet that had /a long 


fowling-piece, who put the mouth of it through the 
window and ſwore, that if I weuld fpeak another word, 
7 was a dead man. But bleſſed be God, I was kept 


in that which was above the fear of man, and the 


Lord kept me in dominion over all, There were two 
women ſitting in the window, and the mouth of the 
gun came between them both; one of them ſeeing 


fri. And there was one in the meeting went to 


- this:man, and took the gun away from him, and that 


wicked man came into the meeting, and was pretty 
quiet there; the Lord's good preſence was with us, 


a good meeting we had, and I may ſay, They that 


truft in the Lord, are as Mount Sion, that ' tannot bt 


round about Fernſalem, ſe is the Lord. raund about bis 
| people, to be a preſent help to them in every needful time. 


Here Pembrokeſhire: friends and we parted, and it 


appointed, 
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appointed, as before mentioned. It was by computation. 
about 24 miles, In this time we had little refreſh- 
ment for ourſelves or horſes ; but when we came 
there we had no meeting. The woman of the houſe 
ſaid, that the magiſtrates had heard of it, and charged 
them, we ſhould have no meeting there, So the laviſh 
fear of man came over them. The woman ſeemed to 
be ſorrowful, and would have given us ſome victuale, 
but I told her, we did not travel fo hard, to come 
there for her meat and drink, but in the love of God, 
for the good of their ſouls. 
So here my friend and companion Thomas Ellis 
and I parted ; he went homewards, and I went that 
night to William ap Pugh's houſe, a poor friend, who 
bad a conſiderable company of ſmall children. I lay 
on 2 little ſtraw upon a hurdle of rods. When the 
morning appeared, I took a bit of a cake and a cup 
of clean water, and William ap Pugh and I took our 
journey towards Radnorſhire, which was about 20 
miles, moſtly over great hills ; and when I came 
there, I ſtaid a little while among friends. After= 
wards I haſtened home to my family, and when I was 
come there Margaret Bowen brought my girl to me, 
and faid, Here is a child the Lord hath given thee 3 
ſhe had been fick near unto death, When I was un- 
der my exerciſe in Pembrokeſhire,. one told me, my 
child was dead, and my wife not like to recover ; which 
was matter of ſorrow to me; and I turned a little 
aſide from friends, and the Lord fatisfied me, that 
F neither 
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Þ ene hear das, When lem 

y | home they told me, my child had been as it were raiſed 

4 rom death to life. Bleſſed be the Lord that reſtored 
pI penal aps nity adware et 

'Þ In the Lord. TAL 

$ After this journey I 11 eee time at 


1 bome with my family and friends, our meetings were 


pretty much fuppliel with travelling friends, eſpecially 
1 from the north of England and though we 


Abroad. We had a conſiderable large meeting at 
UQloddiecochion, (the place of my abode) near Welch- 
Pool; there were at our meeting John ap John, and 
James Adamſon a north-country friend; but the 
magiltrates of Pool, it being in the limits of their 
corporation, came and broke up our meeting, and 

| | took. us priſoners. We old priſoners went to the 
6-108 county-priſon, and the reft to the corporation-priſon. 
41 1 took my friend John ap John by the hand, and told 
1 beim be muſt come to priſon with me; ſo ſeveral 
of us went together, and when the hurry was over 
i with them, they let us, who were old priſoners,” go 
10 ptiſon alone. Then I diſcharged our friend John 
55 ap John, and told him, he ſhould be my. priſoner no 
longer. He ſtaid a little while with us, and then 

| went homewards. The jaller was friendly to us, 
after a while F- went to the magiſtrates, and got 


them all releaſed chat night, except James Adamſon: 
- "I he magiltrate e 
a e if 


1 


7 priſoners, yet we had our liberty to go to meetings 
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Pha onth-countr) Quilts came that' way, they 
ſhould be ſecured ; and 1 had a great care upon me, 
to get them diſcharged as ſoon as might be; for I 
knew there was a great concern upon them to viſit 
the churches of Chriſt whereſoeyer God ſent them. 
So when I ſaw a convenient time, I went to the ſer- 
jeant of the town, and aſked him, by what authority 
he kept my friend there a priſoner z and whether he 
had a commitment upon him; and he told me, Ne. 
Then I deſired him to let him come with me, and I 
would anſwer for him; ſo the friend came to my 
houſe, and friends and I concluded together, to let 
tim go to Shrewſbury, which was about 12 miles 
from Welch Pool 3 and I defired him to ftay there 55 
till he ſhould hear from me. 
| e Nn . d 4% di et the chief 
magiſtrate of Pool went, and I went alſo. And as 
my friend James Adamſon and T were walking under 
the hall at Shrewſbury we met the magiſtrate of by 
Welch-Pool, to whom James was a priſoner. He 

ſeemed a little angry becauſe I ſent the priſoner away, 

und aſked me, How I could anfwer it; for, faid hey 
we ſeut to the Lord Herbert of Gherbury, fir a cm. 
mitmint upon him. I told him, they had kept him too 
long without a commitment, which they could not 
legally anſwer.” Now he knew not that the 'priſoner 


what he would give me for a fight of the priſoner ; he 
Wn and aſked me, 'whither the man that was 
4 with 


was with me, ſo I' afked him after ſome diſcourſe, © 


ny p 206 
ey ene He el I told him be e for 


I knew that he was then out of his liberty. | So he 
aid to the friend, Your friend hath done you and me a 
kindneſs ; and I ſee, if there had been occaſion, * you 
would have come again; 3 ſo be . very friend 
with N 
"In theſe times the oath of dy and FRG 
was tendered. to moſt friends that came, into the 
county, if they were taken, and ſuch were commit- 
; ted to priſon, for not taking it, till the next aſſizes, 
and then premunired ; and then little hopes of their 
being releaſed from their impriſonment ; and it came 
to be a ſaying, that when any Quakers were taken 
priſoners in Montgomeryſhire, There would be no. end 
of their impriſonment. 
About the year 1669, my ancient, well-beloved; 
458 and dear companion, John ap John, and I, took our 
journey for South-Wales, to viſit our friends and 
brethren in thoſe. parts. We. went firſt into Radnor- 
| ſhire, where we had ſeveral good meetings. We 
ve timely notice before-hand, where we appointed 
the meetings, and ſeveral friends and other people 
came from Herefordſhire to meet us at the lower end 
of the county of Radnor, where we had a ſweet liv- 
ing meeting, and the power of the Lord tendered 
the hearts of many. We declared 'the word of the 
Lord both in Welch and Engliſh, My friend John 
ap Jobn was very ſound and intelligible in the Welch 


| — He deſerved the right-hand of fellowſhip, 
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F 
for he was my elder, and the firſt friend that T heard 
declare in 4 meeting in the” Engliſh tongue; and 
though he was not perfect in that language, yet he 
had the tongue of the learned, to ſuch who were 
ſpiritual, When that meeting was ended in Radnor- 
ſhire, we both withdrew a little aſide from friends, 
being bowed before the Lord, in a ſenſe of his good- 
neſs amongſt us. After a little while I turned my face 
towards the friends, and ſaw a man coming towards 
me with much brokenneſs and tears; and when he 
came to me, he took me in his arms and held me 
there. I was very tender of him, though I knew 
him not. He aſked me, whether I did not know him; 
1 told him, I did not ; though/T fad, T could remem- 
ber ſomething of him. He faid, he bd cauſe to re- 
' member me, When 1 looked upon him again, I aſked 
bim, whether he was not Roger Prichard ; he faid, | 
he was the man that had gone afiray. And I was glad, 
yea, very glad, that the loft ſheep was found, and 
that he came to know the true Shepherd and his voice 
in himſelf, and he followed him, and went not aſtray 
again, as he did before. He accompanied us to ſe- 
veral meetings in that county, and in Monmouth- 
ſhire. As we were parting with him, John ap John 
told him, he had come far out of his way with us. 
He anſwered, we had put him gets 9b Ne 
and he hoped he ſhould keep in it. 

We went through Monmouthſhire, and Glamor- 
ganſhire, viſiting friends, We had a good meeting 
TTY 1 at 
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we met, with, ſome French Britons. We en under. 
Rand, ſomething: of their language. Wee 
1 paſſionate among themſely es. 
From thence we paſſed to S We 
| | bad a meeting, at Cardiff and lodged at John Mayo's, 
his wife Elizabeth was a nurſing mother to friends in 
tte beginning. At Cardiff John ap John 

3 great perſecution, and in in other parts of that 
bpeſore I was convinced; I ſuppoſe be might be pr 
"F Loner there in 1653, or 1654. W 
We went thence towards Pembrokeſhire, adhere 
= yt Do a YE HY, and the Lord was 
with us. Then we came homewards ; and before 
* we parted wich Roger Prichard, Pk. 4b 
1 * a at bis bouſe, which, was in Almeley-W 


| OE ming kg. I know not that 
any meeting; had been there before. I appointed 
another meeting. to be there; and in a. few. weeks 
_ after. my return home; I went accordingly. | The 
concern of that part of the country in Herefordſhire 
was much upon me, and I was often there; and 
' when the people of that village ſaw. me come, they 
ould. ſay to one another, Come, let ws, go to Mr. 
Prichard, for we ſhall have prayers there to night ; 
and the houſe hath. been ſoon near full of people. A 


were 
4 * — \ 
— , 
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ing-to the time appointed, and a large, 
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nh time we 1 to have together, and many 
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were bee ko s Lei in Wet pd 0 b 
Rog Prichard, he Lord ſled him in dis baſket 
and in his ſtore, and his heart and houſe were open to 

friends, and he built a fine meeting-houſe at his own 
charge, and alſo gave a burying-place, and ſettled 
both upon friends for that ſervice, and lived and died 
in love and favour with God, and in unity with his 
brethren. re ur ures eee, it hell go well with 
r 

About e pretty much at home, and 
the enemy and adverſary of the growth and proſperity 
of truth in theſe parts, ſtirred up an informer againſt 
us, one John David, alias Pugh, a weaver, a tenant 
to the jaller. We had our meeting in an uppet 
room in che priſon, euer informer dwelt 
below. Once, as þ e was CC ning bye | 
Theſe cattle are all mine. e Eg” 1 
were his'y he ſaid, Richard Davies bad prrathed thrie | 
times this day, and that by the laws there is 601. on the 
preacher for the ſame. By this it was noiſed abroad 


in the town, that I was like to be undone. My neigh». 


bours ſeemed to be concerned, and one of the alder= 
men, a relation of mine, came chidingly to me, and 


aſked me, whether J had 4 mind to ruin my wife and 


family; could I not leave my preaching, when'T knew 
the laws were ſo ſevere againſt us. I told him, I 
could not, when the Lord required it of me. I de- 
Fred him to let the informer alone, and let him take 

_ , his 


12 © 112 ) 
a He ſaid, he would not; but, faid be 7 
will tell- thee what I will do; FT will take him along 
\ gvith me #4 Severn-ſide, 0 yg, 
and I will cut off one of the rogue's cars; and if ever 
be informs againſt thee again, I will cut off the other, 
I earneſtly deſired him to let him alone; but he and 
his neighbours were ſo enraged againſt him, that [ 
„ e Sat dove ever foes GR 
This informer was a weaver by trade, and the 
_ neighbours took their work away from him, ſo that 
ais children went ſoon after a begging, many of the 
town telling them, their father had got a new rich 
trade in hand, and that they need not give them any 
thing. So the poor children ſuffered very much; but 
PR ee ITE her han of clneſty rom 
them. 
| e eddy 66-90-04; the 
ailer, this informer's landlord, ſeeing him come up 
che ſtreet towards my houſe, I being in the ſtreet, he 
faid to the informer, Mr. Informer, you ſee Richard 
Davies is going out to preach ſome where to-day, 1 
adviſe you to look diligently after your buſineſs, and 
find him out. If you will not inform againſt him, I 
will inform againſt you. You have got a good trade 
in hand, and if you do this great ſervice for the king, 
you mult needs have either Dolebran, or Coedcowrid, 3 
for your pains, The one was the manfion-houſe, and 4 
the other the jointure-houſe that belonged to my friend 
Charles Rs anceſtags, Thus the jailer 
jeered 


ws). 
— and the poor informer travelled great part 
of that day, from one friend's houſe to another, to 
ſee r till he came to Dolebran, where we were 
met upon church affairs. As we were coming from 
the meeting, I met him at the door, and diſcourſed a 


- little with him. He told us, that he was going for 


a warrant againſt us to Edward Lord Herbert. 1 
felt the power of God was over him, and truth reign- 
ed among us. He went to the ſaid Lord, and deſired 
a warrant againſt the Quakers. Lord Herbert aſked 
him, hat did the Quakers do; he ſaid, They preach- 
ed. He queried of him, Where did they preach g 
He told him, they preached at his houſe, which was 
their priſon. Lord Herbert anſwered, Let tbem preach 
there as long as they will, what have I to ſay to them? 
But the informer told him, They met at Cloddieco- 
chion. He aſked him, whether thoſe there were not 

priſoners ; he anſwered, They were. Then faid 
Lord Herbert, What do they do at Cloddiecachion ? 


Do they preach there ? He ſaid, No; their way was 


to fit down, and to look one upon another. He 
anſwered, Thou art but a fool; the Duakers are a 
loving people 3 they went to viſit their children, and fo 


| rat bread and cheeſe with them. 


So Lord Herbert took kd ab wink b li 
with his gentleman to walk in his park. The in- 


former followed them, and ſpoke again to bim, and 


faid, Will you be pleaſed to grant me a warrant 


n the een! He afked him, Wo fent him 
RF Os. thers 


; >. with. indignation, it is 
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5 tore fr u warrant ? He ſaid, D. Danes, (This 
. was the prieſt of Welch - Pool, a quiet man, and no 


perſecutor.) Lord Herbert aſked-him: again, thethey 
be. bad a letter from. him ; the informer ſaid, No, 
be; thought his word. might be ſufficient to get a war- 


rant againſt the Quakers, Upon this Lord Herbert, 
thought, would have ſpoiled 
him, had not his, gentleman, interpoſed. He ſaid to 
bim, It ib not, ſufficient, is pat my peaceable neighboyr 
in rien Malt I give, kress to make fuch c 
rogue as this is rich, by ruining them. and their fami- 
Ges 2. $0, the informer returned home; and as I was 
going by his bouſe, he deſired me to walk in, for he 
had ſomething to ſay to me. 1 went in with him, and 
de ſaid to me, Lam forry I did you ſo. much wrong, 
| for. I intended much evil againſt vou. I was put on 
to be an informer, which proved to be mine and my 
Children's ruin for my neighbours took their work 
from me, and when my children went to their doors, 
they would, ſcarce: give them any thing to relieve 
them,. „And no I deſue you to pray to God to for- 
give me; and I pray you . to forgive me ao; for | 

| think moſt of our biſhops are Papiſts, and there is no 
truſt to be put in them. I deſired him to have a care 
What he ſaid, and not lay the fault there 3 for it was 
the enemy, the adverſary, the deyil, that begot that 
:F9vctous mind, in him, againſt his peaceable. neigh- 


+342 -bours. I deſired the Lord to forgive him; and as for 


| NS en we would We higs and [ 
N deſired 
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are hig to go his way, and to.do ſo no more. 80 
be never informed againſt us afterwards. 


Thus Ou Rae baked) ent weaken nn 1 | 


great hardſhips and difficulties. 


There was nothing 


FF 8 


count. 


perſecution by informers in Merionethſhire, eſpe- 6 
cially in Penllyn, near Bala z in which time uh 
meetings did increaſe there, and many people came to 


About the year 1675, ve heard there was 8 yes f | 


them. A concern lay upon my friend Charles Lloyd 1 


and me to viſit thoſe meetings, where we had a meet - 
ing on the firit-day-of the week at Cadwalader Tho- 
mas's, called Wern-fawr. There was abundance f 
people, more than the houſe could hold. Two in- 
formers came in, and ſtaid all the meeting- time; and 
after Charles Lloyd and I had cleared ourſelves by way 
of teſtimony, the people's underſtandings were very 
much opened in the things of God, and the way to his 
kingdom, in the Welch language, in which I con- 
cluded the meeting, the Lord owning of us with his 
great power and preſence, to our great comfort, and 
the ſatisſaction of the auditory, The two informers 
kneeled upon their knees with us, while I was at 
prayer, and one of them, called Robert Evans, did 
exceedingly tremble ; and when I had concluded the 
meeting, the ſaid Robert Evans took a paper out ef 
his pocket, and ſtogd before us with much trembling 


ang ſhaking, 2 ſay mn to us, but @ 
; F 6 warrant, 
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warront, 4 warrant, a warrant. Friends Rod quia 
in the poſſeſſion of that life and power that God had 
bleſſed them withal that day, and we faid nothing to 
him, nor he to us, which was almoſt an amazement 


to the ſpectators; for he was a ſpiteful envious man, 


that had done much ſpoil upon friends in thoſe parts, 
At laſt I aſked him, what he had there; he told me, 
De had @ warrant. I defired him to let us ſee it. He 


Was not willing we ſhould ſee it; but ſaid, If tor 
tou come a little farther on our way, we ſhould ſee it, 


We told friends, we were not bound to follow him, 
and defired friends to depart to their own habitations, 
But our loving tender-hearted friends would not part 
with us. Charles Lloyd and I had a great mind to 
ſee what the tenor of his warrant was, and who the 
Juſtices were that did ſign it. So we went along with 
him to the houſe, where he ſaid we ſhould ſee it; but 


the man of the houſe not being within, he was ſtill 
loth we ſhould fee it. We told him, he ſhould have 
it ſafe again, and at laſt he let us ſee it: and we ſaw 
that colonel Price of Rhiwlas, and colonel Saliſbury 
of Rüg, had granted it. We went that night to 
John Thomas's of Llaethgwn, and were concerned 


to £9 and viſit theſe juſtices, In the firſt place we 
went to ſee whether we could ſpeak with Price of 
Rhiwlas, to lay the ſufferings of friends, that were 
bis neighbours and tenants, before him, for many of 
them were his tenants ; but we could not ſee him, 
though we heard he as at home, Thence we went 

to 
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to Rig, here this colonel Saliſbury lived ; 2 
enquired, before we came to the houſe, whether he 
was at home; ſome told us, He was : but when we 


came there, they perceived we were thoſe people 
called Quakers, by our habit and language, and he 


being conſcious to himſelf what he had done, and © 
what ſpoil was made upon friends goods, would not 
admit us to ſpeak with him. We defired one of his 


ſervants to acquaint him, that we had come a great 
way to viſit our ſuffering friends in that county ; and 
my friend Charles Lloyd bid him tell him who he 
was ; for it ſeems he was his-relation, and an old 
ſchool-fellow. From thence we went to John ap 


friends there; and then came home to our families, 
where we found all things well; and the Lord was 
with us in our journey, 

Some time after this, it lay upon me to go and 


and his lady, who dwelt then at London, they were 
my particular friends ; and acquainted them with the 


ſufferings of our friends in Merionethſhire, by inform- 


ers upon the late act. They aſked me, Which. way 
they might be helpful to friends; 1 told them, If they 
would be pleaſed to get a few lines from their brother 


viſit friends in London. I went to ſee the lord Powis 


ind 


John's, near Wrexham in Denbighſhire, and viſited 


the duke of Beauford, then lord-prefident of Wales, 


to colonel Price of Rhiwlas, I did not queſtion but 
that would moderate them very much: for the ſaid 
colonel was not in the main a perſecutor, but was 

| put 


Pp little time they got his letter for me, with his own 
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| ant on eee clergyman, Þ called, + Ins 


.ſeal-thereon, but not ſealed up; the tenor of it was 


thus: Sir, ¶ have flopped the complaint of his Majefty's 
| ſubjedts, called Qualers, from coming before the council. 


board, concerning the ſevere proſecution of the penal 
laws againſi them. So when I had this letter, I made 
. what haſte I could down into the country, and gave 
it to a. friend and relation of colonel Price's, who 

livered it into his own hand. It had good effect; 


| | % the Lord was pleaſed thereby to ſtop the rage and ruin 


that was intended againſt friends in that county. The 
Juſtices of the peace called the informer to an ac- 


3 count for what be had done to, and taken from 


friends, but he could not make up bis account. The 
moderate juſtices followed him ſo cloſe, in behalf of 


the king, that he was near ruined and undone there- 


by. So it pleaſed God that himſelf fell into the ſnare 


30: and evil that he intended againſt his neighbours. 


| Some time afterwards, one Price, prieſt of Llan. 
| vawr, in Merionethſhire, was ſevere againſt friends 
for tithes, and ſome friends came. down to me to 
Welch-Pool, with an account thereof, I conſidered 


his proceeding upon a guo minus from the exchequer, 
and cauſed an attorney to appear for the friends, and 


| be, in a few terms, brought me a writ of charges 
Aggainſt the prieſt. When I had it, I was in a great 
mraight what to do with it; for I knew if the prieſt 


Was taken upon it, it would exaſperate him againſt 
++ | e $4 | 4s | frie nds, 
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qt my 
friends.” I {ent for ſome of theſe; friends to he at 
quarterly=imeeting at Dolebran, which: they belonged 
to. I told them what my judgment was in the mats. 


ter; and that though there, was. 2 writ of coſts ob- 


tained againſt the prieſt, yet it was not expedient to 
have it executed. I told them, I thought it would be 
more convenient for them to take the writ, ſhew it to 
the deputy-ſheriff, and tell him the whole: caſe ; but 
to take care that the writ ſhould not be left with him; 
which was well approved of, and the friends. did. ac» 
cordingly, and kept the writ. The deputy-ſheriff 
knew what would be-for the advantage of friends, and 
was ready; to do what he could for them. 80 he 
blazed it abroad, that the Quakers had got a writ 


againſt the prieſt, and the poor prieſt was afraid of 


coming to the ſteeple-houſe for ſeveral days, to per- 
form his ſervice, till he employed ſomebody to come 
to friends to make an end of the matter; and I never 
heard that he troubled friends again for tithes while 
he was there. | | 
About that time chat 1 was at London to viſit 
friends, there ſprung up a new informer, whoſe name 
was David Maurice, he lived at a place called Pen-y- 
bont, in Denbighſhire, and was newly made a juſtice 


of the peace of the county of Montgomery. He that 
| recommended him was informed that he was a ſober 


man, and not given to perſecution but ſooñ afterhehad = 


; bis commiſſion, he appeared to be a great perſecutor, 
not only of our friends, but of other Diſſenters alſo. 
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The faid David Maurice, upon the 7th day of the 
gl month, called March, 1674-5, came into a meet- 
ing at Cloddiecochion, with about 14 or 15 perſons, 
moſt of them armed; where a finall number of our 

friends were waiting in filence upon the Lord. He 
requeſting us to depart, our friend Thomas Lloyd 
requeſted of him a quarter of an hour's time before 
our being diſperſed, which he readily granted, and he 
with his followers fat amongſt us. Thomas Loy 
"uttered a few words, by way of defining the true reli- 
gion, and what the true worſhip was; all which 
David Maurice approved of as ſound, and according 
do the doctrine of the church of England; yet not- 
withſtanding, he fined T. Lloyd 201. for preaching, 
though he was no magiſtrate of the corporation, and 
he fined the houſe 201. and 58. a-piece for the hear- 
ers. And on the 16th of the fourth month, 1675, he 
cauſed to be driven from Thomas Lloyd four cows 
and a mare, all worth about 161. by two of his ſer- 
vants, one of them being his clerk, and the other his 
tenant, and no officer of the corporation, nor of the 
Pariſh, nor of that allotment of the hundred, -in place 
with them. Theſe were lurking near the ground 
about two hours before day, and drove away the 
"cattle before ſun-riſe, and they were brought o out of 
the county into his owh domains. 
Tue ſame day about the dawning thereof, the ſaid 
drivers, by a warrant from the ſaid David Maurice, 
rudely broke rough a neighbour's fields, to the 
V2 . r grounds 
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CF and 
drove from him fix cows, two oxen, and two heifers 3 
Dar agorrrotgrd Lewis 
ſuffered a meeting to be at his houſe, though the 
ſaid David Maurice was at that meeting himſelf, and 
ys IIA Es RN a 09" 
ſpoken there. | 

Aa thy dine hat Gere le en e | 
had ten young beaſts taken from him by John Jones 
of Golynog, an attorney at law, who was that year 
overſeer of the poor of the pariſh of Myvod, toge- 
ther with the petty conſtable, &c. upon a warrant 
fem the faid David Maurice, the only informer and 
buſy juſtice upon this mercenary act in our borders, 
for preaching at Cloddiecochion, within the liberties 
of Welch-Pool, the 14th of the firſt month, 1674-5, 
though the ſaid Charles Lloyd was not at that. place 
that day, nor many days before or after, at any meet- 
ing: David Jones, of Branyarth, for being a hearer 
at the ſaid meeting at Cloddiecochion, had a braſs 
pan, for his own proper fines, taken from him, and 
one cow for the pretended inability of others convict- 
ed, upon a warrant from the ſaid David Maurice, of 
Pen-y-bont. But nothing was taken from me, though 
AO IR Oy eee eee 
limits of the corporation. 

1 being ue this time in Londen; and” my: firvics 
there pretty much in the time of the ſaid hard perſe- 
cution, my dear friend Charles Lloyd ſent me up a2 

full 
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there, by this wicked informer David Maurice; and 

|. (Vries T had read 2nd conſidered them, I was under a 

© great conſideration, what way to take to preyent the 
further intended miſchief of this man; and I laid 
- their innocent and faithful ſufferings in ſecret before 
tte great God of heaven, who hath the hearts of all 
eimer Nene r eve 
N Wee e e 
b eee eee eee 
Bu received the new commiſſians ; which being read, 
"Uk and this D. Maurice being then preſent, and findify 
"I inaſelf left out, be fell inte = great rage and pation. 
=» „ eee eee dene ee, 
| e 


r- er peace; An be- fell into a 
| great rage; for that the faid office was like to be 
ceuhargeable to him. 86 that year we had peace and 
|  quietneſs ; and when his ſheriff-ſhip was over, he 
von coming through a brook called Lynlleth, near 
his own houſe at Pen-y-bont, and it was ſuppoſed his 
- | Horſe threw him, and he was carried down into the 
mer Tantat a conſiderable way, and there miſerably 
periſhed. Thus the Lord helped us through all our 
| MiRions and troubles ; and we ſee, that they that 
l in the Lord ſhall not be confounded, but are as 
„ eee eee I FR; and as the hilis 
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my ancient, dear friend George Fox, who was a pri- 


fon at Worceſter.” : Ay-ho.00s.opeming his © 0 


mip gh ſs penny ape 


and clerk. of the peace of Worceſter, and I rid m 
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his people. ; | And ns. bn bie-ely mnt Bp 
ever and eyermofe, faith my foul. 2 PA 
In the latter, 3 oft eee e eee 


ſoner in Worceſter; I paſſed through Herefordſhire, 
and had ſome meetings there, I ſtaid with my friend 
George Fox for ſome! time, He told me bow he 
e IR Rm e e- 
the oath. of allegiance ; that he had been 
ee e eee ou that he | 
had his trial there, and no error being found in his 
indictment, he was returned back again to his pri- 
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time, and the. ſheriff was ſerved with it; ſo we ſet 
forward, G. Fox went in the coach with the ſheriff 


with us. r. foo 17 


| We came to Landpn the 8ch of. the dell e- 
and when we came there, ſeveral friends much ad- 
mired that he ſhould be removed up again 5 for he 
enen He dd the | 
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Bien, who bad the management of the Vulinets bel 


to little or no purpoſe: but G. Fox was not ſatisfied 
till I bad it. I had acquainted counſellor Corbet of 
the whole caſe, as far as I could underſtand it, before 
I could ſee a copy of the record; and about the tenth 
hour in the night, William Mead came with me, to 


counſellor: Corbet with it. When be had read 1 
_  faid, There were ſeveral material errors in it; which 
put W. Mead to a conſideration how that could be; 


and he deſired the counſellor to ſhew him one error. 


The counſellor ſhewed him ſeveral errors. W. Mead 
ſeemed to wonder that ſuch great errors could not 


month, we went to court, where ſome other counſel- 
lors moved firſt on G. Fox's behalf, and they were 
pretty cloſe upon ſome things, but they knew not of 
any errors in the indictment. All this while coun- 
ſellor Corbet was ſilent. Counſellor Walcott was 
nagainſt G. Fox, and fearing, leſt they ſhould: find 


have been found; out by other counſel. 


The next morning being the 11th of the txvelfth 


ſome errors in the indictment, he moved, that the 


oath ſhould be tendered again to G. Fox. Upon 
which counſellor Corbet ſtood up and moved, that 
there was -no "impriſonment in caſe premunire. 
Whereupon the chief juſtice Hales faid, Mr. Corbet, 


you ſhould have come ſooner at the beginning of the 


term with that pleas He anſwered, Va conld not git a 
ein . bs copy 


% 


fore, to let me have a copy of the record, which was 
pretty difficult to be had; for ſeveral' thought it was 
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replied, You ſhould have told us, and we would have 
forced them to have made a return ſooner. Then 


fad judge Wild, Mr. Corbet, you go upon general 


terms; and if it be ſo as you ſay, we have com- 
mitted many errors at the Old-Bailey, and in other 
courts. Corbet was poſitive, that by law they could 
nt impriſon upon a; premunire: - The judge faid, 
There is ſummons in the ſtatute. . 777, ſaid Corbet, 
but ſummons is not impriſonment ; for ſummons is in 
order to a trial, Well, ſaid the judge, we muſt have 
time to look in our books, and conſult the ſtatutes : 
ſo the hearing was put off till the next day. As we 
were going out. of Weſtminſter-hall, ſome friends 
were much troubled, that the Welch counſellor ſhould 


| tart ſuch a plea, contrary to the opinion of the judges, 


and all the counſellors ; and ſome of them ſaid, they 
thought G. Fox would haye been diſcharged, if the 


G. Fox ſaid, he had a fine trial, and was: cheerful in 


his ſpirit. I deſired friends to have a little patience, 


for I thought the Welch counſellor would ſtand upon 


his own legs. So I went to the hall again, and ſtaid 


for counſellor Corbet till the court was up; and when 


I found him, 1 told him, he had ſtarted that which 


many thought he could not make good; and if fo, it 
would be a reflection upon me and the Welch coun- 
ſellor,/ as they called him. He deſired me to bring 
{6:18 what 
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counſellor had not put in that plea. But honeft plain 
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e bim z unc he writ in the margin ſomething in 
French, and gave it me again, and defited ine to go 
with it to Thomas Rudyard, who was an attorney in 
London, for G. Fox, and deſire him to deliver it 
that night to judge Hales, und he would take the 
ther himſelf to judge Wild; and then be thought 


| Giere would be lee diſcourſe” of chat matter mow: 
+ and {6 it happened. For, 
1 ee ee ae 0 be that plea fl 


and begin with the errors of the indiftment 3 and 
when they came to be opened, they were fo' many 


and fo groſs, that the judges were all of opinion the 
indictment was. 'quaſhed: and void, and that G. Fox 


ought to have his liberty. Upon which proclamation 


George Fox, let them come forth and they ſhall be 
heard, eee eee nete il e. 
at liberty. 1050 
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pe; for many of the lawyers told him, 
be had brought that to light, which had not been 
known before, as to the not impriſoning upon @ pre- 
munire. And after the trial, a judge ſaid to him, You 
| nete ener wee ee tram 
Bos cauſe. ſo in cuurt. 5 | 
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portunity to ſpeak to ſome of London, and to blame 
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hd a de ds Godt het 
then of a mind, and ftill am, that the hand of 'che 
Lord was in it, more than the wit and cunning of 
man; for that trial put an end to all the premunires in 
the nation. Our friends, in this county of Mont- 
gomery, were moſt of us under a ſentence of premu- 
xire for many years. Our friend Charles Lloyd was 
not ſuffered to ſee his own houſe for ſeveral years, 
although it was but five miles from Welch-Pool, 
where he was kept a priſoner. And as for myſelf, I' 
had the name of being a priſoner on the ſame account 
for about ſeven years, but was not kept cloſe priſoner 
in all that time, but had my freedom and liberty to 
be at London, and in other places of the nation, as 
my ſervice was, and as the Lord made way for me. 


Ia this time I viſited nn ee much in their 


ſufferings. | 

S8, Good is the Lord, and goed is bis whrd, and 
writes be Drojfel by 2 
bencefarth and for ever. 

1677, Some years after- this wal of G. Fox at 


London, counſellor Walcott, who was a counſellor . 


againſt him, was made judge of three counties in 


North- Wales, viz. Merionethſhire, Carnarvonſhire, 


and Angleſey. He began his circuit in Bala in Me- 
rionethſhire, He cauſed ſeveral friends to be brought 
before him, and tendered them the oath of allegiance 
and ſupremacy. He did not intend to proceed againſt 
them by premunire, but ſaid, The refuſal of thoſe 


rg t 128 1 „ 

| vids tein hate; and he would proceed/ugainf 

them upon that ſtatute for their lives the next aſſizes; 
"ap threatening that the men ſhould be hanged, and the 
women burned. He was a wicked hard-hearted man, 
and intended much miſchief to friends, if the- Lord 
had not prevented him. So friends of that county 
acquainted us here of the whole proceedings in that 
affair; It being the time that the -parliament Was 
fitting, friends concluded, that our friend Thomas 
Lloyd ſhould go up to London immediately, and we 
defired him to adviſe with counſellor Corbet, what to 
do'in the matter, who was then in London. When 
counſellor Corbet heard of the buſineſs, he was much 
concerned, for he was very well acquainted with this 
Walcott, and ſaid, By that way they might try us 
all, if Popery came up again; for they have, ſaid he, 
_ the writ De Heretico Comburendo in force, which was 
- executed in queen Mary's days, for the burning of 

Hereticks, which was not -repealed to this day. 80 
counſellor Corbet and Thomas Lloyd went to the 
parliament-houſe, and acquainted ſeveral parliament- 
men of it, and that ſeſſions it was repealed; and 
judge Walcott was ſpoken to in London, and our 
' friends were no farther proſecuted, but had their li- 
berty z and bleſſed be the Lord, friends had great 
peace and quietneſs in that county for a conſiderable 
time afterwards. In a few years judge Walcott died, 
© there was an end of that perſecutor, 
— . oe $48.7 gon FRO 
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"4h che year 1675 our friend John Burnyeat came 
to give. us 4 viſit in Wales, and bad a meeting at 
Mach yalleth, in Montgomeryſhire, where apf 
an informer, Oliver Maurice, of Drain Liwydion, 
in Merionethſhire, and cauſed . a diſturbance, and 
went afterwards to William Pugh, of Mathafern, near 
Machynlleth, a juſtice of the peace for this. county, 
(he was one of them that had his commiſſion when . 
D. Maurice was. turned. out, as before. related, page 
122.) who granted him a warrant ; and himſelf 
together with his bailiff and a conſtable, meeting 
John Burnyeat and Thomas Ellis upon the road, 
ſtopped them, and ſeized their horſes with their ſad- 
dles and bridles, ſo that they were conſtrained to 
travel on foot, J. Burnyeat's mare died within an 
bour and an half after ſeizure, and Thomas Ellis's 
horſe died in the informer's hands in half a year's 
time; in which time alſo a diſtemper infected moſt 
of his Cattle, whereby | he ſuffered © very great loſs : the 
ſaid jultice likewiſe fined ſeveral other friends at the 


1 | . — 


lame time, though the) lived in another County. 
rg Thomas Ellis diſpatched a meſſenger to me at Welch= 
eur Fool, being about 22 miles. The next day the Lord 
_ Powis being at home at his caſtle of Powis, I went to 
1 bim, and acquainted him thereof, and he was very 


Able ſorry. I deſired of him, that he would grant me thar 
fayour to make uſe of his name; that de had heard 
died, ſuch and ſuch things concerning the beforeſaid Juſtice. 
tn Net bd faid he, but let Mr. Edmund Lloyd (this 
G was 
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155 a juſtice, aol no perſe wi win 
fo him, em Ten angry with him br ſuch 
| proceedings 1. 8⁰ 1 Went to my as ; other 
juſtice, ad got him to write a to the ſaid 


ent it away by night; n 
the fines were ſtopped. But Joh ihe. low 
was dead, as before related,” * 

3 Rl Gant tet os rid e e 
 Homery, one Hughes, a prieſt, in the pariſh of Hir- 
Gant, where lived a friend, an honeſt man, whoſs 
name was John Rhydderch, who could not pay tithe 


for conſcience-ſake, This prieſt brought ſeveral ac- 


tions againſt him out of the county-equrt for tithe 
the ſheriff's bailiffs drove away ſeveral of his cattle, 
for judgment had out of the county-court. Our 
friend being well acquainted with the deputy-ſheriff, 
acquainted him of the errors of the proceedings in the 
county-court ; and the ſheriff ordered the bailiffs to 
return the friend his cattle again : ſo the prieff was i 
= great fret that he Joſt all that charge. After that, 
| be ordered the friend to be fued at Ludlow court, 
which was for the marches of Wales, This court 
Was a great yoke. and · bondage to friends in this do- 
' mjinion ; for all anſwers were to be given upon oath 
in that court, which friends could not do for con- 
oience-ake. This prieſt followed the friend with 
 * one contempt after another, till it it came to a. writ of 
rebellion. We let in fu 08 Fer 98. he could go, 
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a to be taken; bur attorney - 


gave, us an account of it, and 1 deſired the friend to 
go to a friend's houſe in Shropſhire, which was out. 
of the juriſdiction of that court, and ſtay there till 
he ſhould hear from me. I ſent to London to John 
Lloyd, brother to Charles Lloyd, of Dolebran, who. 
belonged to the chancery-office, and he ſent me down 
a probibition, and I ſent to ſerve the prieſt and his 
attorney with it. The prieft fell into a very greg 
rage, and his attorney came to him for ſeven pounds 
charge that he laid out for him, but the prieſt would 
not pay him; ſo the attorney ſued him, and got 


| judgment againſt him, fo that the poor prieft could not | 
go to perform his wonted ſervice for ſome time. Soon” 


after which the prieft died, and I know not whether 


the attorney had one penny of his money; and chat | 4 
friend was never troubled after on account of that ſuit, 220 


Out friend Charles Lloyd, of Dolebran, was ſued, 
for tithe at the great affizes held for this county of | 


Montgomery, by the earl of Caſtlemain impropriator, 1268 


and Randal Davies, Vicar of Myvod, the pariſh that 
our friend Charles Lloyd lived in ; we were ſatisfied 
it was a court of record, and they might ſue for treble 


who lived then at Welch-Pool, and when he read it 
he faid be would demur to it. I afked him, whether 


he could demur in the caſe of tithes ? He ſaid, be would 4 | 


OT Or RO OOO So when the 
8 : | court 


for not paying tithe z ſo we concluded to go 
with a copy of their declaration to counſellor Corb et | 


29 
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cCburt ſat, he acquainted. the judge, that 55 would 


demur to that declaration. The judge ſaid, demur in 
the caſe of tithe ; 77s, in ' this caſe, ſaid he. The 
judge aſked him, whether he would demur ſpecial or 
general ? Corbet ſaid, When we join in demutrer you 


5 may now. So. they joined in demurrer ; and when 


it came to be urged, he ſhewed his cauſe of demurrer. 
bo. the judge and. the court were convinced of the 


. error, and they paid. colt, and mended the declara- 


* tion, and next aflizes they obtained judgment upon 
1 Nibil dicit. 80 Charles Lloyd's cattle were driven 
for treble damage ; but the prieſt was fo perplexed, 
and put to. charge and trouble, that I do not know 
be ever ſued any friend for tithe again. 

Alter this I went to London to the yearly-meeting, 
5» * continued there ſome time, in and about the city, 


* and ſo came leiſurely down through ſeveral meetings, 


” «viſiting friends. A while after I came home, Thomas 
Ellis, and James Halliday, came to our town; I told 


Juames, it was well done of him e eee in. 


alieſe parts of Wales. They ſaid, they came to viſit 
us againſt their wills. I aſked them, whether they 
were priſoners ; they ſaid, they were: and ſoon after 
' came other friends with them. I took them along 
Wich me to my houſe to refreſh themſelves. They 
told me, James Halliday came from London to South- 
Wales, intending to take ſhipping there for Ireland, 
| . to be at the half-year's meeting; but the wind prov- 
. n to come for North- 
. Wales 
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wle to Holyhead, and having 2 meeting in this 
county near Llanydlos, they were taken priſoners and 
fined by Evan Glyn, a juſtice of the peace, ſent | 
here. I was very much concerned for James Halliday, 
that he ſhould be ſtopped in theſe parts, and hindered | 
of his ſervice. © So next morning about two of the 
clock, I took horſe and went to this juftice's' father- 
in-law, juſtice Devereux, and found him at a vil. 
lage three miles from Welch-Pool. He aſked me, 
what wat the matter ; I told him, that his ſon-in-law , 
Glyn had committed ſome of our friends Sine . 
Welch- Poel, and fined them alſo; and I told him, T 


for the ſame ſuppoſed eranigreflion. He gave his ſoti- 1 
in-law hard language, und defired me to fee ſome 2 
way to get them off. 1 went to a neighbouring > 


juſtice, and got James Halliday a difcharge, and 


brought it with me that morning; fo we haſtened . | 
bim Bray with a guide towards Holyhead, and 1 es 
informed he had 2 good and quick paſſage, and got 
in time to the half-year's nnen as: he 
intended. 

For Thomas Ellis, and the reſt of che fende, the 


Jaller took our words, that they ſhould be forth coming 


at the next quarter-ſeflions, at which time Charles 
Lloyd and myſelf attended the court, and went to the 
clerk of the peace, and deſired him to call our friends 
firſt, which he did. The friends being all at the bar, 
no proſecutor appearing againſt them, (juſtice Glyn, 
155 „ being 


thought by the Jaw, 'that ho man was to ſuffer telde 


— 


td Socks, to: „ een) they were. tos di. 
charged, without demanding, any fees; and aftes 
Friends. had refreſhed themſelves in town, they went 


' .homewards, ſome of them towards Radnorſhire, and 
T8898 thoſe that went towards Llanydlos, met juſtice Glyn, 


bo had committed them, going towards the quarter - 


ſcharged. He ſeemed not to be: ſorry, for it, 
ber he was not 'a perſecutor in the bottom, but was 
a n proud informing prieft, and | 
kao not that ever be did the like again. 
I I went to London, to the, wackeren in 1687. 


| [and elſewhere, in thoſe parts ; at whick, meeting it 
lay upon my mind to move for a yearly-meeting in 
7 W ales, and after ſome conſideration about it, it was 
bes to friends in Wales to appoint their firſt yeariy- 


* 


48 meeting, as in the. wiſdom. of God they ſhould: ſee 


i" meet, at their half. year's meeting, held at Swanzey 
Fr -the;28th of the ſeverith month. An account of which 


ee Friend, R. Dave. Lk, | 
4 FN the hve of Gd i is my remembrance of thee of ih 
' time, with. many others of the like-minded, in and 


1 ” 


. 1 about the city, and eſpecially thoſe- who fromthe begin - 
wing "have been and Aill are moſt exerciſed under the 
"8 Wo. weight . the care and concerns, of the [#burch 
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Com. | He ſpoke to them, and they told him they 


Perſecution was very ſevere upon friends in the city, 
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e 
1 the remembrance of whom Need ber e 
ond ele of late, as at this preſent, wrought both 

tyes to tears, and hearts to tenderneſs. Although I way | 
diſappointed in my expectation of ſeeing thes bere, a 
this haſf-year”s s, meeting, pet thy letter to Fobn ap 8 
coming 54 Jeaſmabh, ad fo anfuer for thee, that it 
was both joy ond. refreſhment to" many of us. We had 
a full meeting of friends: from moſt parts of Wales ; 
many having come upon the account of the year ly-meet= 
ing, which was concluded to be at Haverfotd-weſt, the 
Feind day of 1 the week, called Eofter-week, for the fol. 
lowing year. Here were E, Eqwards, 2 ap. John, 
W. Players, Francis Lea, Philip Leonard, and Richard. 
Walter, who had teſtimonies, and many other friends. 
beſides from other remote. parts, all zealous for the 


yearly-mecting. We bad. meetings 'hire the three lg ** 
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Nearly renn. 510 N Tuouxs Fenn [ 
About the Sar 1680, or 1681, came Dr. ww William 


Lloyd, late of Martin's, f in London, to be biſhop of 


this diocehs, called St. Aſaph. Perſecution was very 
harp" and ſevete in ſeveral places about. this time, 
upan account of excommunication, and the ftatute of 
201. a month. But this new biſhop thought to take 
4 more mild way to work, by ſummoning all forts of 


OY Fam with him, and ſerk to per- 
(074 ſuade 
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ſuade them to turn to the church of England. A. 


| the reſt, when he came to Welch- -Pool 1 in his" viſita- 
tion, he ſent for us. Charles Lloyd, Thomas Lloyd, 
and myſelf, ſought to ſpeak with him, but I was that 
day bound for London, ſo could not, but my friends 
| aid till they had an opportunity with him; and 1 
friend Charles Lloyd gave me an account afterwards 


c 
effect: 

- That the bibop was much aiplested that 1. was 
. and when he was told of my urgent occa- 
ſion to go and my ſtay on _purpoſe, ſome time to ſee 
him, he faid,” his bufeneſs was greater,” "whatever my 
4 Was. That day they diſcourſed with him, his 
4 chaplains, and other clergy, ſo called, from about two | 
in the afternoon, till two in the morning. After 
— wales he days Ll 


lng. The firſt day from about two in the afternoon | 


ul night; and the next day, from about ten in the 
morning, till an hour in the night, publiekly in the 
| town-hall. The firſt day at Pool, our friends Charles 

' Lloyd and Thomas Loyd gave their reaſons of ſepa- 
ration, In none of the three days would the biſhop 
und his, clergy defend their own princi iples, or rer 
fute ours; but only beld the three days on the 
general principles of (Brifndim, and the apoſtles 
examples. of water -bapti In, and once a ſmall touch 
at the bread and wine. . ee held the laſt 
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water-baptiſm was much weakened thereby; and 
| | Gs ſieyveral 
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of England; which were, 


1. Breauſe their worſhip was not a goſpel worſhip. 
2. Becauſe their miniſtry was no goſpel miniſtry. 
3. Becauſe their ordinances were no goſpel ordinances. 
But they would not join with him to prove any of 
them, though often ſollicited thereunto; friends be- 
ing ſufferers, muſt ſubmit to” all 'difidrantages ; for 


they had not any notice before-hand of what matters 


they ſhould argue till they came to the place of dife 


pute, and the laſt day they forced Thomas Lloyd to 


about twenty-eight ſyllogiſms, all written down as 


they diſputed, to be anſwered extempore ; and the 


biſhop ſaid, he did not expect ſo much could be faid 
by any on that ſubject, on ſo little warning. And he 
faid, that he expected not to find ſo much civility 
from the Quakers ; he highly commended Thomas 


Lloyd, and our friends came off with them very well. 


They had alſo much diſcourſe with the chancellor, and 


one Henry Dodwell, and with the dean of Bangor, | 
afterwards biſhop of Hereford, very learned men, who 


were alſo at the faid diſpute, with many of the clergy 
of the dioceſs, with ſome juſtices of the peace, 


deputy-lieutenants of the county, and a great con- 
courſe of people, in the town-hall aforeſaid, in Llan- 


villing. Several of the clergy, with whom I after- 


| wards diſcourſed, ſeemed not well ſatisfied with that 


diſpute ; for they ſaid, they thought the validity of 


n. 
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 Bhere could not have been ſo much faig againſt unter- 
| baptiſm as been | aid there, It was agrerd, by 


| conſent of all parties concerned, that the Whore | 


| [lt norte print. . 


2 


Lord made way for me, I took my leave of the city 


. intending for my priſon, upon the writ 
. Excommunicato Capiendo, that was out agai! 

|. and our friends, and other diſſenters. Jn this dioces 
called St. Aſaph. A little time before I came out of 
| fn iy hx came worth grep ttm, 
| Tuppoſe of the Independent congregation, and told 
e were come to let me know chat there was 
A wit De Excommunicato Capienda out againſt me, 
and there was one of their friends already in priſon 
bon the fame writ in dur county, and if I would con- 


| ker ven de. they ſaid, they knew how to make 


1 it void. 1 told them, I knew that there was a writ out 
againſt me; and I did alſo know chere was a friend 
| of theirs, one Richard 'Trollus, in priſon in Welch- 
Poel on that writ, _T told them I thought they might 
make the writ. void, but I would contribute nothing 
towards it ; for for I told them, I would haſten home as 
ſoon as T could, and go to priſon if required. They 
mad, they were ſatisfied I had other reaſons why 1 
would not make the writ void, and deſired me to be 
er in them, and enen. I told 
: - them, 
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friends, letting them underſtand that I was preparing 
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ther vit which you cannot Js wt dl ae Wi 
any error in their proceedings in this, no doubt but 1 


the biſhop and chancellor will mend it in the next. 


And whether do ybu think it is better for me to go to 
priſon on a fuſſe writ; or on a writ that you can find _ 
no error in ? I ſaid, if I go to priſon on this etro- 
neous” writ, and the ſheriff or jailer gives me my 


liberty, the biſhop or the chancellor cannot juſtly ſus 


ſpent to make the writ void 


beſore I came wut of the cityy ſent me à letter from 
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them. Theſe men went away well ſatisfied with the 
reaſons I gave them, and I ee e "op | 


I acquainted my friend William Pen and Hens | 
friends, that I intended to give / biſhop Lloyd a viſit 
before I went to priſon, if the Lord pleaſed to make 
way for mew): 80 my friend W. Penn, the morning 
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the Lord Hide to the biſhop,' with his coat of arms 
on it; unſealed; ''F book my journey, and the Lord 
brought me ſaſe home, to the comfort of my family 
henne 


ee e Ho hills with, 
sterbe cle 3 though the Sheriff, George Mercer, 
was very enviousto friends, yet I eſcaped. his hands 
at this time. I went: to my friend Tho. Wynne s, 
. e RI NN in Pe an 1 

- |. biſhops "| 
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be diſſatisſied, that I vas not with them at the diſpute 
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came there, the biſhop's ſecretary came to the gate, 


IL aſted him whether the biſhop was within; be ſaid 
be was; and aſked me, I be would ſpeal with him, 


. that Richard Davies would, es with 


H hat, "fois thn Grammer my lord. biſhop / Bine. as 
it ſignifies. an overſeer, ſaid I, I on; but Jord biſhop 


I deny, 80 the biſhop-ſent for us in, and there were 
 . feveral clergymen with him, among the reſt the dean 


of Bangor, before-mentioned. The biſhop ſeemed to 


at Llanvilling.s we went ſoon to, diſpute about water- 
baptiſm 3, I told them, There was-one Lord, one faith, 


| | end one baptiſm 3 and that baptiſm was neceſſary to 
ſalvation; and that water -baptiſm, which was John's \ 


5 baptiſm, was to continue and remain but ſor a ſeaſon, 


80 this, and ſuch, like diſcourſe, held us till it was 
late that night; and then I went to my friend's houſe, 


with an order to be there again in the morning. I 
Fame in the morning, and we diſputed upon the ſame 


ſubject. I ſaid, if one ſhould grant what they de- 
ſired, viz, that water-baptiſm was neceſſary to ſfalva» 


- gion, which I would not, where ſhould they have an 


a 


adminiſtrator, ſeeing, Paul ſays expreſly, He tout not 


ſent to. baptize,. hut to preach the: goſpel 5 and: thanked 


God, that he baptized none, except ſuch and ſuch ? 
x Cor. i. 1417. And Peter, who baptized many, 
_ to ſee the nn of nun bm, that he 

aid 
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| death, for the teſtimony of their conſciences towards 
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ther) but the anſiuer 'of @ good conſcience! towards God, 

by the reſurrefiion of - Jeſus Chrift, 1 Pet. iti. 21. 

They went from this to their Ordination. I put them 
to prove who ſent them to baptige- The dean told 
me, ſuch an one brllained him; and fo named from 
one to another. I told him, I thdught I ſhould ſent 
him to Rome for their ſucceſſion and ordination. 
They faid, Tes, the ordination might be- good, though 
it came from Rome, He brought a compariſon; as, 
Suppoſe a malefattar, was condemned to die, and a reprieve 
aba obtained, and it came down by the hangman's hand 5 
und though it came. ſo, yet, ſaid he, the pardon was- 
god. Then, ſaid I, your ordination comes not by 
the ſpirit - and power of God. This return made | 
them ſome what uneaſy; and the time being far ſpent, | 
+ was: ling tacks Ultngals de irn. f 
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Led db biſhop: of: Bet dd David, e id, 
Pal. wi. 6. J will waſh my hands in innocency, 
ill I compaſs thy altar, O God; that I may publiſh 
with: the voice of thankſgiving and tell of all thy uon 
not ſay thou wilt waſh thy hands in innocency, nor 
compaſs the altar of God, while thy writs remain 
againſt ſo many innocent people, willing to ſuffer till 


God. And I ſaid, Biſhop Lloyd, if I. go to priſon 
upon this account, I ſhall have more peace there chan 
thou 


4 * $4442 * ee 44944 | bs 1 "mM 185 135 1 
ee ene 
E Wk DA ion Wet 
1 if another princes ſhould ariſe: that would impoſe ſomes 
' thing\upon! thee that thou couldſt not d ſor cons 
ſeience ſake, what wouldſt thou do? He ſaid; Then 7 
i ge e Pennſylvania alſo . for at that time 'marly 
| friends were about going there. Then it came clearly 
80 me, and I Hid te the biſhop, Though chy head be 
grey, vet thou mayſt lie to ſee libyrty of conſcience 
in England; though, as to outward: appearance; it 
ſeemedſto de very far from it at that tim. 
3 Tue biſhop called for pen and ink, and fuid, by 
3 eee the chancellor for my liberty; but I 
ttsold him, I was not ſatisfied for myſelf to be at liber 
ty, and my friends in priſon. 80 he wrote to the 

| | chancellor ſyſtend ll exceution of the writ. When 
da had done, he read the letter to me, and I owned 
huis kindneis to us all therein. Then I tock Lord 
Hide's letter out of my pocket, and gave it hitn. 
When he ſaw the ſuperſeription, and knety from 
. h | ahenoe-.it was, he aſlibd me; Hern f came by it; 1 

58 told him, As I was coming out of London, intend- 
ing for priſon, a friend of mine brought me that let- 
ter the ſame morning that I left the city. When he 
bad; read it, he fad, „h Sehe 7-wiah ſatizfied: that: ha 
bal granted me the dontents of that latiar. I told him 
os Avas ſo, and I;hoped he would -bave his reward Gor 
17 1 ings Nieten ent een ieee 
ben I vid; ee, bd dg 80 ende ne 
* _ brought a letter to John Edwards, chancellor, a 
e ini e Ain ene peeviſh 
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to preſent them to the king, 'The three friends for the 
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e ee ho Men ee, 
nech, about eight miles from Welch- Pool. When 
be received the letter, be did according to the biſhops | 


order, and thoſe: friends in the dioceſs, tat were 
concerned therein, were not moleſted nor töubled en 


that account any more; and the friends chat were in 
priſon before, were diſcharged. We have great cauſe - 
to. bleſs and! praiſe the Lord for all his mercies,.:kind- 
neſſes, and deliverances to us; for hitherto he hath 


been our Eben ener; that is, be enen 


x Sam. vii. 12. 
| Jo-ho begining of the ue i606; my des Silent 


Charles Lloyd, and I, went to viſit friends in Here» © 


meetings to London, before the yearly-meeting. I 
acquainted my friends George Whitehead and W. 


Penn, that I intended to go to Lord Hide, to acknow- / i 


ledge his kindneſs for his letter, on my behalf, to 


biſhop Lloyd. George Whitehead - ſaid, there was 
ſome ſervice to be done for our ſuffering ffiends in 


Briſtol, and it was thought convenient that three of 
the city, and three of the country, ſhould go with the 
faid ſufferings and deſire the kindneſs of Lord Hids 


country were Charles Lloyd, Thomas Wynne, and 


- anyſelf ; for the city, George Whitehead, Alexander 


Parker, and one more. Our friend George White» 


| head told me, that our countryman Sir Lionel Jenkin, 
SO Ts wah e tha. 
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tio the biſhop.” He told me that I ſhould tell the 
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wade Kiwis kalt ch abs 
ALetneſs 10 ſuffering friends, he often ſtopped and 
- Hindered-the! relief intended them. When we went 
10 Whitehall, we waited a long time before we could 
peak with chem, they being upon a committee a 
© conſiderable time ; but we had ſent in by the door- 
© keeper, to acquaint Lord Hide that we were there; 
"and in time they ſent! for us in! The ſecretary 


Jooked' grim upon us. I went to Lord Hide, and 
*acknowiedged his kindneſs for his letter on my behalf 


Jand. I told him, I did ſay ſo; and did believe it 


1 a ſcoruful manner, and afked me, M bat wes Welch 


for a Quaker ; I anſwered him, Crymor, Crynwyr 3 
m being the ſingular and plural number; But the 


ecretary ſaid, Me hau no Wekh for it, for thert were 


0 Puaters in the Romans days, My friend Charles 
Lloyd anſwered, | If thou didſt aſk my friend the 
_ queſtion” aright, he hath anſwered thee right; for 
chere is Engliſh, Welch, Latin, Greek, and Hebrew 


"Gut if you ge to your Hebrew, T know not what to ſay 


#9 you. I left my friend C. Lloyd to engage with 


ds peeviſh countryman, and preſented Lord Hide 
with a long lift of the names of men, women, and 
„ eee eee I deſired 


bim 


* 


would be ſo in God's time. Secretary Jenkins ſpoke 


"for = Quaker. 80 the ſecretary ſaid,'Sir, I underfland . 
Welch pretty well,” and Engliſh, and Latin, and Greet; | 
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dion he:ſ& kind as to pubſent ag; 
kings Which he faid he would j und our friend George 
Whitehead Spoke fartlier to him. Then I turned tb 


Mae: yn dug gennif fed un o Hiljogatth yr ben 


anoget- a gynitaf" yu La; n erlyn yr rhas hu 
ann y- wir Grifliandgel Grefydd yr oy” 94 
The Engliſh is thus: An 
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6 England, dhould be againſt thoſe who have received 
nee faith e eee Le waht 
. He replied, He was: not againſt aur fried: ; —— be 
faid eur friendi gas their "votes for the let 
perhament- men that were againſt the king's Nee Q 
told him, It was; aur birtkrrigbt, as we were fler 
bulders and burgeſſes, to elect den qualified'ts br 
both the king and oαẽi ty; but how they were Cor. 
rupted, when they came within theſe walls, I knew 
not- The ane. have 3 farther 


ee mat en elit e den deln 1 Ng 
time there upon their 'buſmefs, and if he would 
pleaſed to diſmiſs us then, and appoint what time 
we ſhould ſome morning wait upon him, we would, 


if he» pleaſed; ſpend an hour or two with him in dif. 


ccurſt about religion Upon en be wok off is 
290 - hat 


© Rritocis, Wg rſt! received” the Chriſtian faith in 


the lgerttary,-avho./direQed his worde to me, and 
ſpoke to him thus in Welch? er EEE (It? 
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"at, and Feet al Wee Wein 

beard: ub more of him about the diſpute,” / Upon the 
Whole, our friend C. JJitehrad'told me, be Was moe 

5 | , Maderate do friends afterwards than -ke, had been be- 
Fore. The number of priſoners, in the liſt delivered 
0 Lord Hit, xp be prec wied eo the/ king, amotinted 
4 © 0 in both. priſons, ohe Hundred and thirty nine 3j of 


dich chere were eighteen aged watuen, from ſuxty and 

_ upwards, and eight children, In the latter end of 
eee all k 
| altain menen e ie en! | BY rue 
1 Iba my Kern de this yeat; 2682, im Ton: IN ;s 5; 
4 . both from. falſe; buethren, and btherwiles. Once M wen 
Is at the Bull agd Mouth meeting; and there were I forg 
a egy fra) gente pet, and notte of MW out 
que miviſtetiag.b:othron een pogo but WW bon 
- 4 4 E= Whitehead and William: Gihſan. f and 
. pratty full. onelof them ane maf 
e we out, and gur friends G. Whitetcadiand W. MW Ane 
 Gibloa perociying i made way for! me: th come up i wit 
£0 them ;./ anotheripf them had beeft ſpeaking long in Lor 
5 and bad made many*+ weary of him. I evil 
| pune gen concern in my ſpitit or the honour wat 
3 610 . the name of the Lcd and his I chat 
duch, ag the; eaſe of itady that were under weights I 29 
1 burthsnsz,, pet for: dulstneßs- Anke, I Elentiy bore I ne 
. Weg and exerciſe. that was upon me till he had thei 
N Then my mouth was opened in the name and ene, 


? ee bh pa his affited 
i py } Wet! 
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ſeed, . 


I was mays to deres the fille dodirine, which. one 
of them had delivered. to the people, viz, Ther the 
children. of Gad ars deſtroyed for want: of knowhage. 
] told the people, that the children of God in theſe 
days, were the childen of the new covenant ; and the 
covenant that he makes with them is, that They ſhall 
all new him, from the lug to. the great; and the 
true knowledge of God to his; people in theſe days, 
is bfe eternal, John xvii, 3, Though, Iſrael of cid 
were deſtroyed for want of knowledge, , becauſe they 


| and faid, The er tnowerh his owner, and the, aſs his 
bto i maſter's crib, but my; people bnow not; me, Ih, i. 3. 


W. IN Andeliewbere it is faid, Tho: have forgotten me days 


14 toithout number. Theſe were thoſe apoſtates that. the 


that could heli mo mater. . Theſe were ſuch: as the 


their imaginations, and their foooliſh heart was dark- 
ened. For this cauſe God gave them up unta vile of- 


Ar and a riprobate mind, Rom. j. 26. And the 
We 


TTA FFS 


to overſhadow the meeting, to we comfort and great. | 
ſatisfaction of the faithful. i „ 64 177 1 


forgae the God ef their Fathers, that brought, thens 
out of the land of Egypt, and out. of the houſe of | 
bondage, inſomuch that the Lord complained of them, * 


I Lord complained, Jer. ii. 13, had committted, two © | 
evils z, they bad farſaten him, the fountain of living | 
waters, and hewed, them | ont . ciferns, broken | ciſtern, , 


apoſtle ſaid, When they knew” Gad, they glorified: bim 
not an Goch. neither were thankful, but. became vain in | 


6 15 455 
n 1, have forgot ke God 
chat fi made them acquainted in meaſure with him; 
' fo having loft the ſenſe of his goodneſs, have ſeparated 
"themſelves from the love and unity of the brethren ; 
but the children of God, who are faithful to the 
meaſure of the grace of God in themſelves; know 
it to be their teacher and leader into all truth. Theſc 
are not deſtrohed for want of knowledge, though the 
World know him not. There are apoſtates in our 
ies who have loſt te trus knowledge ef him; but 
| he ſaints in light have, and remain in, the true know: 
|, Helge of Him, being guided by the ſpirit of truth, 
wm the world cannot reactive; Cane It Ell kin 
Bot ee Bar yo bare bin, for be 
4 cwelleth wi ou, and hal! be in you, John xiv. 17. 
5 "ies — Gel my ſpirit, a concern came 
e eas and brother, George Whitehead, and 
| | he fnetly'concluded the meeting in prayer. 

Alter this T was pretty well cleated of the city, and 
. Was willing te draw” Hoiiewards, Next" firt-day 1 
 " came to Jordan's in Buckinghamſhire, where we had 
* bleſſed meeting; *then Thad one at Cheſham ; from 
tees 1 Went to Robert Jones' near Tring. Thence 
I went to the quarterly- meeting at Weſton -Turfield 
not far from Ayleſbury, where it opened in me, to ad- 
"viſe frienids to keep to thoſe rules and methods agreed 


1 As T Was declaring, ' came in an oppoſite party; 
W 
VOTRE” agreed 


J 


on among us in dur men's and women's meetings. 


cordi 


of Ch 


er 6 
* 


9 5 


| e 9 
with the Holy Ghott, to ſet ug good order and me», | mw 


God thod among. them, I delivered unto them, that it. 
him; ſeemed good to the Holy Ghoſt, and to us alſo, to ſet 
arated up our men's and women's meetings, that, the care 
hren; WI and concern of the church of Chriſt might be ppon 
o the boly, ſelf-denying men and women, who might take 
| care of the fatherleſs and widows. in their afflictions, 
and keep themſelves unſpotted from the world; which 
the apoſtle James ſays, is pure religion, and undefiled 
before God, Jam. i. 27. And that the care of all, both. 
poor, ſtrangers, and priſoners in affliction, might be 
carefully and tenderly looked after, and ſupplied ac- 
cording to their neceſſities; and that the miniſters, 
of Chriſt in this day, might take the counſel of the 
poſtle, who ſaid, Acts xx. 28. Take heed therefore - 
unto yourſelves, and to all the flock, over which the _ 
Holy Ghoft hath made you overſeers, to feed the church | * 
of God, which he hath purchaſed with his awn blood. 
When I had ended what I had to fay from the Lord 
among friends, one of the party ſtood up, and ſpoke . 
ſomething by way of reflection, upon what I then de- 
livered, When he had done, our friend Thomas 
Ellwood propoſed to the meeting, that all ſhould ſit 
down, and wait to feel. the power. of God among us, 
and let that decide whether I did ſpeak in the name 
and power of God among them this day: to which 
the meeting agreed, and all were ſilent. After which 
ſeveral friends, as * were moved by the Lord, 


gave. 


be at hah . 
eee e ee mee 


\ 5 chat nis Preſence was with us ; as_ honeſt Robert 


Jones, and Richard Baket, who loved the Lord and 
"Vis bleffed truth with all their hearts, and ſeyeral others 
preſent in that mecting. There flood up a young 
man that knew not, whoſe heart was: affected, and 
much broken in ſpirit, and faid on this wiſe *. There 
#5 a man come this day amongſt us, 1 know not from 
h whence be came, nor where he goes ; but this I am ſa- 
tisſd, the Lord ſent him bere, and his power and 
* preſence is with him, and his Te Ntimony for | the God 
of xruth,” Lenquired afterwards, who that young man 
was ; they ſaid he was one John Thornton. Upon 
| this one of the party broke in violently and diſorderly 
- aainſt what had been agreed upon among us before 
the meeting had fully cleared themſelves, and finiſhed 
' their teſtimonies : but it proved greatly to his diſho- 


| | nour and diſgrace, ſo'that be was made manifeſt to 


thoſe that adhered to him. The meeting held fron 


about ten in the morning, till (as they thought) ten 
or eleven at night, But bleſſed be the Lord, that 
doth not leave his people without a witneſs to himſelf; 


125 and he is the preſerver and defender of all his people 


ant wait deen kim. ee et 
15 Alter this I made'what haſte I could home, taking 
meetings in my way; at Banbury, and the coun- 
CIS OT FO $0, bleſſed 
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In dhe e 1683, 1 went again to e to the 


and there Was no miniſtering friends preſent but my="" 
ſelf, Several weighty matters opened in me at that 
meeting, as, concerning the chureh of Chriſt, what 
it Was, and on what it was built. - I ſaid, ſome be of 
the judgment that be church of Chriſt is but en 


unto Peter, that Chriſt was the" Jon 


God, was a 
for it is 


Gid, Mat. xi. 27. Ne man knoweth the Son but tho 


Father; neit ber \knaweth any man the Fath Ir, Jave' ths. 


dem ated be to whomſorver the: Son will reveal him. 
God revealed unto Peter, that Ghei war the Son of 
Ged and he is the only rock that his church is built 
upon, the rock of ages, the foundation of many gene- 
rations, that the gates of hell never prevailed againſt. 
he denied his Lord and maſter in the time of bis ſuf- 
feringsz and therefore he was not like to be the rock 
which Chrift built his church on. It is faid, 1 Cor, 
x, 4. For they drank of that; ſpiritual Rock that followed 


(xd Babes bea WON 0M 
where I found al things welle; Heſſe de bi tag 1 
ſor ever. 't fei el | * EU . FILED "FE 34.4 44 Re N 


yearly - meeting, werks bert pw wn war r By 
of the country friends were gone out of the city.” 1 
was engaged one firſt-day: for Weſtminſter meeting, 


peter; and 1 opened to the underſtanding of ts 
people ſomething of what is written in the x6th chap=' 
ter of Matthew. I ſhewed them, that which revealed 
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' fare foundation that his chureh is built upon. Peter 
faith, x Pet. ii. 5, Kc. Ye alſe, as lively fanet, © ars 
built up @ ſpiritual honſe, am holy Prigthaod;: to offer 15 
ſpiritual ſacrifices, 1acceptable id Gad, by Jeſus "Chriſt, 
And in verſe 8. he acknowledged Chriſt to be the 
Rock. Paul faith, 1 Tim. in. 15. that The houſe of 
God, the church of the living Goa, is the pillar and 
ground of the truth. This, ſaid I, may inform the 
blind and ignorant of this age, that lime and ſtone, 
and-temples that are made with hands, are not, as 
they ſay, the church of Chriſt, and the houſe of God 
for God dwellath not in temples. made with handsy as 
ſaith the prophet, Iſai; Ixvi 1. and the martyr Stephen, 
Acts vii. 48. Thus I was concerned to declare 
the truth in that meeting, with much more to the 
ſame effect. After meeting I went with ſome friends 
towards the city; and as we were going along the 
ſome of her liſe- guard were very rude, and with the 
| Naves. they had in their hands, they did knack: and 
beat friends that had their hats on, all along as they 
came I received a blow upon my head; ſo that it 
8 . But, 
bini pomer, and preſence bote us up in the midſt 
of them all; . bu G _ and rs: _ 
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© Blifre I care wit of Locdon, we met with les 
exerciſes and troubles. On firſt-day in the motning, 


I was not well „and could not go to the meeting, nor 17 
ſcarcely get out of my bed; but when the time of dbu 


afternoon meeting came, it lay upon me to go to the 
Bull and Mouth] and I told Job Bolton, with whom 


I lodged, that I muſt go to the ſaid meeting. He 
reaſoned with me]; but I told him 1 would go fo far 


as I could ; and he faid, he would go with me. As 4 
we went through the paſſage to go in, I heard a voice 
that I was fatisfied was not the voice of a true ſhep- - 
- herd, the meeting being already gathered, and many - 
people there. When I went up to the gallery, use 
was preaching of perfection, who ſaid, Be ye perfet?,” 
as your heavenly Father is perfe?, &c. I faid to hear | 


him but a very little while, till I ſtood up and judged 


ö 
bim, and told the people, that the kingdom of G 
ond not in words, but in power, righteouſneſt and bali- 


neſs. Then this man went in a rage out of the meet- 


ing, and a conſiderable company followed him; and a | 
friend or two went after them as far as Fleet-ſtreet, 
he rape frog} ne: and one of the com- 
friend, and defired him not to follow _ 


pany faw the 
them too cloſe, left they ſhould do him a diſkindneſs, 


We heard afterwards, there was a wager laid that this 


man, who fome ſaid was a Jeſuit, would preach in 


the Quakers meeting, and that he ſhould not be diſ- 


covered ; and had he gone without reproof, they 


Woune ed that a Jeſuit n. in the Quakers 
a H 5 meeting, 
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meeting, e ee 10 6 
was reported in many places in the city, that he was . 
detected in the Quakers meeting, and he could not 

| abide there. We have cauſe to, bleſs the Lord for his | 

_ goodneſs to his people, that gives them a, diſcerning 
Pirit to judge between gopd and evil, and between 
thoſe that ſerve God in truth -and righteouſneſs, and 

| all deceitful hypocrites, who ae to be Judged and. 
Sigel by the word of bis power, . Eli | 

In the beginning of the year 1685, king Cilatte 
died, and king James came to the throne, and the 
Klatute of 201. per month, for abſenting from the 
publick worſhip, which 1 ſappoſe- was made againſt 
we Papiſts in queen Elizabeth's days, had been and 

be. vas very much put in force againſt our friends, where- 
by many of them were almoſt rujned ; the ſheriffs and 
their bailiffs perſecuted them fo. ſeverely, and did 
make ſuch, a prey of them, that ſome. worth many 
hundreds, were made ſo deſtitute, they had ſcarcely a 
bed to lie upon, but were robbed of all. When king | 
VF 

G. Whitehead, who always was much concerned for 
the ſufferings of friends up and down in. the nation, 
and who did not ſpare himſelf to viſit kings and par- 
1 where be thought he could 
relief for his ſuffering brethren, went to king 
James, and laid the, preſent condition of ſuffering 
friends before him. After ſome. conſideration, the king 
told him, n came Wr 
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rigour' of their perſecutions. But it ſeems, when it 


came out, the Roman catholicks took the advantage 


of it to” themſelves ; which was ſome ſurprize to 
friendyy' who had laboured in that ſervice, George 


Whitehead hearing I was in the city, came to me, 
and told me the whole buſineſs; and underſtanding 
that I bad intereſt with the earl of Powis, who was 
great with the king, he thought it might be of ſerviee 
if I would go along with him to the earl. | 
Next morning ty friend G. Whitehead and I went 


to the earl of Powis's in Lincoln's-inn-fields. When 


in a caſe wherein our friends were great ſufferers by a 
law that was made againſt them, and that we were 


ſtate of things, and that the king was very ready to 


relieve us in what he could, and that an order was | 
granted to that purpoſe; but it ſeemed his friends had 


taken the benefit of it, and excluded us, &c. I de- 


fired his advice, whether we ſhould proceed farther in 


it or no: he anſwered, By all means; for, ſaid he, I 


| hen aint that there was taken from our friends in 


Hz Lancaſtires 


he'underſiood I was come in, he very ſoon came te | 
me and when I had ended my country buſineſs _ 
with him, I told him, I wanted a little of his advice, 4 


ſeverely whipped upon their backs by the ſtatute of 
0 l. per month, for not coming to hear that which js | 
called divine ſervice. I told him that a friend of ours 
had waited upon the king, and had told him the whole 
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' Lancaſhire, $000 l. upon this. Ratute,/ and the! king. 


and myſelf went to ſee how much of this money came 


I 3 into the exchequer. When we ſaw: itz. it appeared 


that the King was in debt to that account about 281. 
and all the reſt gone, I defired him, ſeeing it was his 


advice that we ſhould go on, and not be diſcouraged, - 
that he would be pleaſed to grant that a friend of mine 
might come in and ſpeak with him who was more 
able to give him an account of this buſineſs than 
| . myſelf, and who had been with the king to get gelief 


in this matter ; for G. Whitehead ſtaid all this while 
in an adjacent room; ſo he bid me bring him up ta 
bim. When George came, he opened the matter 


fully to him. When he thoroughly underſtood the 


matter, he ſoon got himſelf ready, called for his coach, 
and bid me come to him at an appointed time; and 


- he brought an abſolute order from the king, to ſtop 
all proceedings by ſheriffs and bailiffs upon that ac- 


count in the nation. In a ſhort time the rage, envy, 
and cruelty of ſuch devouring men were ſtopt, and 1 


know not that any have been troubled, or ſuffered 
ſince upon that ſtatute. _ Bleſſed be God, that bears 


relief to the afflicted in his own due time. I muſt 


fay, that the earl of Powis and his counteſs were 


very ready and willing at all times to do our friends 


any kindneſs that lay in their way, and to help them 
out of their troubles and aMiitions ; and I am apt to 


many 
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preached, to prove. the church of Roms to be a fade 
ee ſhe was a perſecuting church; and 


; H 3 now, 
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aways, and the earl never ſuffered any of us to be 


| fined for-not' appearing in 40h ef his epurts upon 


juries,” or any other way or manner. 


n the year 1688, it ſeemed good to king James to o 1 


publiſh a declaration for liberty of conſcience, and or- 


dered the biſhops to ſend it to their ſeveral dioceſſes, :, | 


that it might be read. Seven of them would not read 
it, Biſhop Lloyd aforeſaid, was one of them, therefore 
they were committed to the tower. Then I re- 
membered that which I ſpoke to the biſhop at his 
palace in the year 1681, when I queried: of him, 
ſomething upon him that be could not do for conſcience- 
ſake? And that year, when at London, I went to viſit 
him in his troubles ; and he ſaid to me, I often thought 
of your words," and I could wiſh I were in Pennſylvania 
now! myſelf. He told me the reaſon why they could not 
read the declaration, ſaying, It was arbitrary, and not 
according to law, and that it was a matter of con- 
ſcience to them; and others were to have their 
liberty by it, beſides Proteſtant Diſſenters. He told 
me alſo, that they were put on to do thoſe things 
which, they had done againſt Diſſenters; but when 


I told- him ef it , before, be could not believe 


it, till it came thus upon. chem; I had acquainted 
him formerly, that I had read a ſermon that was 


4 


— 


| with many of the clergy, who were very Civil to me. 


miisfaction to the biſhop ; for he ſaid, ſome proſecuted 


N 


now, fad I, the member of the: an Aces 
you on, not only to perſecute upon the penal Jaws 


that were made againſt Diſſenters, but by thoſe laws 


alſo that were made againſt Popiſh-recuſants ; and by 
the ſame argument may we and they ſay, the church 
el England is a faj church, becauſe it is a ferſeeuting 


church. The biſhop ſaid, they did nat conſider, nor 
no it then, as they did now. 
om vt conform gs enter Match —_ 
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affize-week, and in the evening ſent for me to the 


 high-ſheriff's houſe; there being with him moſt of 
- the juſtices, and deputy-lieutenants of the county, 


The biſhop told them that he had ſent for me, and 


that he was more beholding to me, than all the men 
in the dioceſs, for I came to viſit him in his troubles ; 


and he defired of them to do me all the kindneſs they 


could, and he would take it as done to himfelf. When 


ſupper was over, the biſhop and the high-ſheriff, Ed- 
ward Vaughan, of Llangedwin, took me into @ pri- 
vate room with them, and we diſcourſed a little about 
the times. There was ſome report of the coming in 
of the prince of Orange, and in a little time I had an 
account that the prince was landed, which was great 


bim very cloſe for his life. And when the prince of 
e eee W nn 
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took my leave of 
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| ſeveral kindneſſes, upon account of our ſuffering iſ 
friends, I received from this biſhop Lloyd, in his ſe= 


neſs and eruelty we have found from unmereiful per- 
ſecuting biſhops and clergy; and how many they have 


made poor, widows, and fitherleſs, I think it is 


juſtice and equity in us to record all the mercy, ten- 


derneſs, and compaſſion, we find from thoſe that are 


. Ah dagtu-# 


Rande 


| Biſhop Lloyd being at  viſtation in Llamvllng in 
this county of Montgomery, four peeviſh men, church- 
wardens of Welch-Pool, did intend to proſecute my 
ſoni-in-law Jacob Endon, for not paying towards the 
repairs of their worſhip-houſe : I went with my ſon- 
in-law, and waited on the biſhop, and told him the 
1 quickly called the church-wardens, and 


a more eaſy way, and with leſs charge, to recover by 
diſtreſs, chan to drive to excommunications. He in- 
quired for the act, which I gave him ; and he turned 
to that clatiſe, read it to the wardens, faying,- that he 
himſelf drew that (clauſe in the act, and told them 
how they ought'to go to the juſtices for a warrant ; 
but, ſaid he, Why will you go to the charge of a 


rarrant? Cannot you go and take a pewter diſh, or | 
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was an act of parliament, ordering 4 


T SS: + - * oO 
Ly -- = - ay 
3 + : o 4 8 
I * 


eee 
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never ſue you for it; for, ſaid he, we muſt do unto 
them, as we would be done unto, if we were in their 
condition: fo he quickly diſpatched them, Then I told 
bim, I was come morgover in the behalf of a pri- 
ſoner on the ſame account, whoſe name was Richard 
* Davies, nean Ruabon, in Degbigülbite 3 and he ad- 
viſed me to go to the chancellor Dr. Wynne, whom 
I ſhould find, he faid, a very fair man; ſo. be called 
dim to us, and left us together ; and I took my leave 
of the biſhop, acknowledging. his kindneſs. When 
. Thad fully: diſcourſed the chancellor about the pri - 
Wins I found him very fair; and in a little time 
after, I heard my friend R. Dayies was diſcharged ; 
Ad bene Mader 1 have had of the clfancellor 
fine. When the faid wardens came home, they re- 
ported What favour.I had with the biſhop, and were 
troubled thereat; but neither myſelf nor ſon-in-law 
e e ee e . of, their 
worſhip-houſmmee. i ein 

e eee e eee eee 
eee I called at Timothy Bur- 
berough's, at Aino on the hill, in Northamptonſhire, 


where. I underſtood be was gone. to priſon. I in- 


' quired. the, cauſe of his impriſonment, and his wife 
told me the prieſt of the pariſſi bad left their ſmall 
- tithes, and other tithes, till he thought they amounted 
to à conſiderable value; and then he came and took 
eee they hads eee to Northamp- 
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| he came to reaſon and diſcourſe with him. It ſeems  _ 
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3 habe bod dow: for ſome time. Iba 
memorandum. of it, and when I went to London, I. 


brother. My old friend biſhop Lloyd being then ar 


London, 1 went to bis lodgings at Whitehall, and! 


muſt ſay, he was very ready to come to me. After 
ſome diſcourſe, I laid the diſtreſſed caſe of my friend 
T. Burberough before: him. He anſwered, he did 


not know what to do in it, the prieſt of Aino was a 


ſtranger to him, and out of his dioceſs. I told him, 
if he would be pleaſed to write a few lines to the 
biſhop of Peterborough, for it was in that dioceſs, I 1 


| ſaid, be might peradventure write. a. few lines to he 


prieſt of Aino, to be more moderate and conſcien- 


Tious, in not taking more than the value of that which | 
be called his due, and caſting the poor man from his 4 


family into priſon. alſo, The caſe I left with tho 
biſhop, and he took care to ſend it to the biſhop-of * 
Peterborough, who ſent it to the prieſt of Aino; and 


biſhop Lloyd ſent. the prieſts. anſwer, with a letter 
from the biſhop of Peterborough to bimſelf, in a 


letter of his to me near Welch · Pool; which I took 
as a great kindneſs and favour from him. 

Not long aſter this I went to London again, and 
called at my friend T. Burberough's, where I found 
him at home, being releaſed; he told me the prieſt 
had ſent an order for him to come home; and that 


he was not ſo unkind as he had been formerly, 


thought. of the afflictions and exerciſe of my; poor; = 


„ 


wus giten me by my friend Edward Bourne, of Wor- 
| - Geſſter, who deſired me to uſe my intereſt with biſhop 


— - 


3 > und a concern upon me to make what haſte I could 
to the'biſhop,- who was then at his palace at Hattle- 
bury, a few miles from Bewdley. I conſidered alfo, 
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bean by one Vernon, 'a''cruel "ungodlyprieſt of the 
| - pariſh he lived int who had eaſt him into priſon; when 
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treble the value of his pretended due for tithe, From 


Bedey 1 went to William 'Sankey's;/ and told him 


Ins to go tothe biſhop, and deſired bim to go with 
me. In the morning we went together. I inquired 
for the biſhop's ſecretary, Francis Evans, who very 
lovingly came to us, brought us in; and faid he 
E would acquaint his lord that I was there; and in a 
| . Little time the biftiop came to us. And after ſome diſ- 
| courſe I told the biſhop, I was not only come to gie 


| behalf of bebe friends of mine, who ſuffered for 
ee eee and that I was informed there 
Ry eee to wren jane. 


on friends in Worceſterſhire, an hecbuft of which 


Lloyd for the relief of John Fowler, and bis mother- 
mu, the widow Banbury, who was a priſoner for 
15 tithe in the out 'county-priſon in Worceſter, and he 
|. | ſent me their whole caſe. When 1 underſtocd it, 1 


545% what: a great ſufferer our friend William Sankey had 


he had five or fix ſmall children, and his wife lately 
dead. He ſeveral times took from him more than 


kim u viſit, but I was come purpoſely from home, in 
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them were releaſed, and the third remains a. priſoner. 
Releaſed, ſaid: he, how are they releaſed ? I toff him, 
by the hand of their great Creator. It ſeems then, 
faid he, they are dead; and the ſame man, faid I, 


doth proſecute the widow: of one of them, viz. Wil. 
liam Banbury's, and hath already put her into ut 
court, for that which her huſband. ſuffered and died 


for; and we reckon, that in common law, when the 
priſoner dies in priſon, the proſecution ceaſes. I do 
not know, faid he, but the debt may be paid, but the 
charges are not; and I know not what to do with 
that mari, for I hear he is a very covetous man, and I 


have no power over him, but once in three years. 1 


was lately in my viſitation there, and had I known 
this then, I might have done your friends ſome kind- 


neſs. I ſaid, if thou wilt be ſo kind as to write a few lines 


to him and let him know what complaint is made to 
thee of him, and how thou art informed that two of 


releaſe the other priſoner, . So be bid his ſecretary 


him. Then I told him of the fufferings. of William 
Sankey, who was there preſent, and deſired him to 
give my friend leave to open the caſe himſelf to him, 
which he did; and when he told how cruel the ſaid 
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the three which he ſent to priſon are dead; I do not 
queſtion but it might ſtop his rage and ſevere proſe» +, 
cution againſt the poor widow, if not be a. means to 


take notice of it, and put him in mind to write ts 


Lis being dead and lem fe or fit" ſhall children; 
and he told him, that he had takem from him goods 


belp for what was paſt, but he would take care he 
Hould do fo no more to William Sankey. ' 
Lince that time, he bath: taken it in kind from him, 
ith more moderation than before, and that the biſhop 
was kind to W. Sankey ever ſince. © a 
John Fowler, one of the three before mentioned, 


15 diſcharged; and as for the widow Banbury's caſe, 
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worth about 121, for about For Ff. demand for tithe ; 


and about 12 or 14 J. worth of ſheep, for the like 
demand at another time; and ſeveral other cruelties 
de had done him by this unconſcionable Vernon. 
The biſhop taking it into conſideration, cauſed his 

| ſecretary to draw an order for him tb come' there wich 

| his accounts, that was due to him from W. Sankey, 
and what he had taken from W. Sankey towards that 


account z. and he gave the order to William Sankey 


* to the prieſt, and deſired William to be 
| -there the day appointed, with the prieſt. I was if 
formed the prieſt went the day before to the biſtiop, 
and W. Sankey went the day appointed j and I was 


informed that the biſhop ſhould ſay, there was no 


I heard 


(Robert Grimes! and W. Banbury being dead) 'was 


who was ſeverely: proſecuted by the prieft; intending 
to get-it to an excontmunication, that was fopped, 


_ and ſhe was troubled no more. 
| le wide ths Milliop, I told him there - 
. was: friend of ours, "William Cattrill, that kept 


| | ſchool 
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they would put him to all the charge and trouble hey, 
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by ſome, for” keeping ſchoel without a Mente, and 


they did intend to bring him under an Zxtommunicale' 
capienda, and if he was not pleaſed to be Kind to hit 


cout N ee eee 


it. 80 ull-that I requeſted of the bihop at mat Une 9 
rr 


ebene err de wy E 
theſe accounts. Then the biſhop ordered us to dine 
e ene parted friendly and W 


nor to be frange to him. Endes Mense 1 
Woroeſter, and gave friends an account of my ſuo- 
ceſs with the biſhop. I ſtaid with them a little While g 


So I went through part of Herefordſhire to Lemſter; i 
was with me all along in my journey, and brought' - '' »; 
me ſafe home to my wife and family; and ven! 
LOG Oe ET n . j 
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C "oh 
at the: meeting about friends. ſufferings, there was 
mentioned the ſufferings of friends in Lancaſter'caſtie,. 
by the dean and chapter of Worceſter, and they had 
Ws Rt eee, 
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nd ordered them to be diſc 
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E men diet in Worceſter, becauſe in conſcience 
er eee RI found out for their 
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and protection under her government; at which time : 
be in particular ſpoke to the queen. When he ws 
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defired them to wait on the chancelloy to get - 
order, ent e 
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Mien, Reader, thay ha hat fivet dm of 
am- of the Labeurs and Services of our ancient ang * 
l honourable friend RI HARD Davis 8, from 
bis own account, which he finiſhed a little before bis ; 
 deceaſe : it remains, therefore, to give ſore account | 
bis (aff year's travels, fc. together with. the "of 
ine and manner of bis departure, „% 114 ans 4 
I the year 1702 he went to London, 8 
Tace Endon accompanying him, and ſtaid in and 3 
dende ava viſting friends in their | 


N 


to go.to the queen'at Windſor, with Aae 1 
ment from friends for the continuation of their liberty - 


clear of thoſe parts, he returned homewards, and came 7 
through Worceſter, where he went to viſit his c | 
friend biſhop Lloyd, who was glad to fee him. That 3 
n 8 i 
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3 About the latter end of the third ninth, 104% be | | 
. eee again to the yearly-meeting, his | 
by 1 David;Endon- attending him. He viſited MW 
' friends, as he paſſed through Stourbridge, Banbury, 

. . Ke, and fad in and about the city for ] 
* W months, being ſomewhat weak and ſickly. 4 
e eee 1 
Gretly home, and came well to his family. 8 f 

a he beginniig of the year 2705, he met with « 
eee nt leaner nes L 


dv eg Yr eee 
' and; careful over hirn, and a woman very ſerviceable | 
high truth in many reſpects. She was a 
plain, upright, and honeſt-hearted woman; one that 
þ enn. bp ne 
e 6ſt ee, nes he dn at the . 
meeting of Wales, at Llanidlos, in N | 
being! the laſt: yearly-meeting be was at in Wales, 
On the; Isch of the ſecond month following, he tobk = 
his journey with his grandſon D. E. towards Briſtgl. 
He had. a meeting at Lemſter, and at Roſs in Hete» | 
Sprdibire, and. thence went to Briftol, and lodged at 
n where be. viſited, fen 
Camas AO x works: and on 
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London, and came to Freneb-hay, and bad a isst 
ing there, Tbe 1ſt of the third month be hack 
J ĩ˙ . 
Cirenceſter ; the Sch at Oxford, being the firt<day 
of the week, where many of the ſcholars came im 
and were ruge for ſome time; but after our friend 
Richard Davies had ſpoke a while: in the meetings, . 9 
they became more ſober; ſome of them ſit dow, 
and ſtaid till che concluſion of the meeting z md 

friends took notice that the meeting was much more 

quiet than uſual. From thence he went to Henley, - 
3 and ſo o Windſen [where - 

de had a meeting; thence he went to London, and 
3 at his friend and kinſman's Thomas Lloyds. 
He attended the yearly-meeting, and ſtaid in and about 1 1 
the city; viſiting. friends at their meetings, umi he 
x9th of the fourth month ; at which time be returned 6 
homewards, and bad a meeting the 21i at Cheſhamy * 
where William Bingley was z the .22d they hade 1 
meeting at Ayleſbury went thence to their 20 
yearly-meeting at Banbury, where were many friends | 
from divers parts. The adh be came pan 1 
had a meeting. | The goch be ent to Droitwich; and \ 
bad a meeting there. The. x& of the fifth month he 
inen een 7608 06 odog- 
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BE . paſſed thence to Stourbridge, and lodged at Ambroſe 


| = aig eras very taking with moſt people. 


Ciowley's :| and fo upon the gth of the fifth month, 
2706, he returned ſaſe home to his family at Clod- 
5 — — 


| hoe encnchs. 
. - Aﬀter this journey he „ 
eee neighbouring meet- 


angs. In the latter end of the eighth month, he was 
at the burial of an ancient woman friend, Anne Tho- 
mas, in Salop, and at ſeveral other burials near home; 
at which times he often had very good ſervice, and| 


people would hear him gladly, for he had a folid 
Wave delivery, and was wiſe and ſound in his r 


_ © His laſt ſickneſs was very ſhort; for on the ſixth 
| diy if che: work be was te Wide pool; and'finding 

Himſelf not well, went home, and the next day kept | 
| the bon. On firſt-tay following ſeveral friends 
Dent. to ſee him from Dolebran meeting, and had 2 
 lietle opportunity to wa together upon the Lord with 
him. He ſpoke very little to any; and his pain conti- 


ming upon him, the next day, being the 224' of the 


Seſt month, 270748, about the ninth bour in the] 


 - inornlvgy he quieth"Geparted 2his life, bing i 
bee year of ue are 


eee for bs vari, 


us. 


OOKs, Printed. 


3 z gg > þ 


. peꝛrſecution expoſed, i in ſome Memoirs” rating % {Ge 
6s um gf . Wurrio, and many atherd-. 5 


A bY "An Account "of * that 2 
ee Jount eee 


= 


* N W r 


uad, America, Sc. A new Edition, 23. Sheep. 
e Hiſtory of the Liſe of Tone ELuwoonp, 
* br in Account of his Birth, Education, 4e. vim 
J divers Obſervations on his Life and Manners when. 
A Youth: and how he came to be convinced of tbe 
2 - Truth; with his many” Sufferings and Services r 
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